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PREFACE. 



THOMAS GoLowYN beîng «ummoned by 
Boris Godimof to retum to hîs cofmtrj, re- 
plied, ^'I wîll retum when tliree prorerbfi 
ishaJl hâve ceased to be carrent in Eussia: 
* Ererythîng that is mine belongs to the 
Csoix;' ^IS^ear tbe Czar, near death;' *Do 
net fear the judgment, fear the judge*.' ^ 

Above two centuries hâve elapsed since 
thèse words were spoken, and hâve eflFected 
but slight aUeviations of the misfortunes of 

* Thomas Golowyn emigrated to Lithuania, where 
hé dîed; hîs descendants still exist in that country. 
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ÎV PEEFACE. 

Bussia. Séquestration is stîll combined with 
confiseation^ in spite of the laws which ex- 
pressly prohibit ît; the approacli of the Czar 
forebodes no good to any but the courtiers, 
for persécution follows independent and 
enlightened men, and, to this hour, a Eussian 
judge is only an executioner. The proverbs 
of that day hâve been replaced by new 
ones, such as: '^Grod is high, and the Czar 
afar off ;" " He who serves repines," in spite 
of the other maxim ; " Frayer to Grod and 
service to the Sovereign are never fruit- 
less." Abuses of a différent nature hâve 
succeeded ancient cruelties, and had I 
chosen to imitate the bold language of my 
ancestor, I should hâve said: I will retum 
when the whole of Eussia shall hâve ad- 
vanced to the fourteenth class (persons of 
the fourteen classes are not liable to be 
beaten); when a German shall not be more 
highiy esteemed than a Eussian, and when 
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the pen sball hare the weight of iron in the 
social scale. 

My happiness could not be complète 
^thout that of mj fellow-citizens. And as 
I could not expect to see this wish speediljr 
realized^ and was unable eflSciently to con- 
tribute towards it in my own country, I 
renounced it with the less regret, because I 
trusted that I might render it greater service 
in a foreign land. 

I am not the first, nor shall I be the last 
to déplore the servitude of Eussia, and to 
protest against its oppressors; never shall I 
attain the energy of the Eussian poet who 
said: 

^^In Eussia the Czar and the knout are 
honoured ; and the Eussians, O fools ! cry 
Hurrah ! it is time to beat us !" nor do I 
aspire to the élévation of another who 
exclaims : 

^^ I hâve seen enslaved Eussia, clanking . 
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VI PSBFACE. 

lier cliams^ and bowing her n^ck under the 
yoke, lying prostrate at the foot of tlm 
altar and prayitig for the Czar." 
. If I hare spoken ill of Bussia^ it nxi^em 
solely fram the affection which I bear her. 
We look with comparative indifférence. upon 
those faults in a stranger which offend n% 
in our own brethren; and we are more rigid 
towards those whom we love, than those in 
whom we take but little. interest. Inde- 
pendently of this, I regard Bussia as an 
ahstract idea, great and beautiful, which I 
delight to elevate in the dreams of futurity. 
Still less hâve I thought myself caJled 
upon to manifest indulgence towards: th« 
Government. As the author of the innu- 
merable ills which afflict Bussia, any indul-» 
i;ence towarda it would hâve been an évi- 
dence of pnsillanimity, Its injustice to^ 
wards myself has not, however, made me 
ui\just towards it; but, on the contrary. 
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hfLS increased my circurnspecticm by de* 
monstrsiting to me the miquitj of ail 
injustice. 

l^en in power dare not, or wiU not rabe 
llieir yoice. They fish in troubled TraterB^ 
and are therefore anxious to keep them so* 
They^ in fact^ are the traitors and betrayers 
of their country, and it is they who are the 
véritable revolutioniste. Does not the man 
who boldly asserts his freedom, and dares 
to unveil the unworthiness and the igno- 
rance of the Government, call down upon 
himself only indignation and contempt ? 

Publicity bas this advantage, that error 
pecessarily falls to the ground, while truth 
8nrvives and perpétuâtes itself. This will 
be the cwe with the présent work, and 
every leonsequent persécution directed 
i^ainst me will be the offspring of blind- 
ness or bad falth^ which overlook the mo- 
tive, and regard merely the présent eflFect. 
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I have related no anecdotes but such as 
merit entire confidence, on account of the 
source whence they are derived. Their 
authenticity will give them weight with the 
public, and procure for them even a place 
in history, for they will tend to illustrate 
the characters of the individuals to whom 
they relate. Of great men and good 
sovereigns, such traits only are recorded 
as do them honour; whereas of wicked 
men, and of feeble sovereigns, we have 
merely statements which it is distressing 
to relate. 

Had I retained what I have thought it 
my duty to suppress, and were I to acquaint 
my readers with the rigid scrutiny to which 
I submitted ail I have brought forward, 
they would not entertain a doubt of the 
veracity of my narrative ; suffice it, how- 
ever, to déclare that I have not invented 
anything. 
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On the Emperor Nicholas alone it, how- 

erer, dépends to prove that my judgment 

of hîs merits is erroneous^ and that he 

is worthy to reign over the people corn- 

mîtted to his eare. Let him command 

hîs acolytes. Let him say to Orloff, that 

he intends^ henceforth, to govem by mild- 

ness, sincerity, and confidence, and to 

aholish his secret police. Let him say 

to.Blndoff, that after having collected the 

Eùssian laws he is convinced that they are 

only fit to be thrown into the fire, as being 

nnworthy of the âge in which we live; 

unworthy of 6od and of man ; and that 

in their place he will substitute laws of 

justice and equity. Let him say to Panin, 

that robbers shall no longer be in power, 

but in Siberia. Let him say to Uwarof, that 

he will no longer tolerate the charlatanism 

of ciTilization, and that he desires to 
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fonder it as pure as heaTeiu Let iuin say 
to Perowskj, that his name dbia^ be aflied 
to the greatest work of the âge, the eman* 
cipatîan of the serfs ; let Mm déclare, that 
if the Bobles hâve not enfranchised their 
peasants within a specified période they shall 
be compelled to do so by the law, for that 
it is an anomaly to hare slares in a chris^ 
tian land. Let him say to !N^esselrode, that 
France, the centre of civilûsation, deservea 
his high esteeni^ and can no longer be hia 
enemy. Let him also say, that the paât 
sufferings of Poland shall suffice, and that 
Grod, haring caused the scales to faQ from 
his eyes, he at once relieves Poland from 
her cruel chains. 

And after having said thîs, let him carry 
it into effect. Then will history correct 
her sentence; and will say, that, after 
hi^ving sinned deeply, Mchohis bas deeply 
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repented ; and she will place his name by 
the side of those whom nations love to 



révère. 



Is the unanîmous disapprobation which 
is excited by aU bis actions, to be counted 
for nothing? Does be tbink that error 
and falsebood exist only in the civilized 
world, and tbat wisdom and bonour are 
exclusively on bis side ? If it be deligbtful 
to govem as absolute master, it is surely 
fer more so to give liberty to tbe nations 
govemed; but tbis joy is tbe lot of pure 
and noble soûls alone. 

Paris, I4th Jidy^ 1845. 
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mr PERSECUTION. 

Ok the llth of March, 1843, 1 was sum- 
moned ta the office of the Eussian Chargé 
d'Affaires ai> Paris; I accordingly went 
thither the next day, and, after being de- 
sired to take a seat, his Excellency said : 

" Sir, I hâve received, under the date of 
fïie 23rd of February, 0. S., the foUowing 
instructions: 

VOL. I. B 
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^^ 'Tour Excellency, 

" ' It is the pleasure of liis Majesty 
the Emperor, that, on the receipt of thèse 
présents, you forthwith send for Prince 
Peter Dolgorucky, and Mr. Ivan Golowyn, 
aiid admonish them instantly to quit Paris 
and repair to St. Petersburg. 

*^'Tou are not to accept of any excuse 
Tfhatever, neither sickness, nor other pretext, 
and you will inform them, that, in case of 
disobedience, they will be proceeded against 
as rebels to the Impérial will, with ail the 
rigour of the laws. 

(Sîgned) iN^ESSELRODE.' " 

Afiber having read this letter, M. Kisselef 
said, ^' When shall you set ont ? " 

'*I quitted Bussia on account of my 
hcalth, and hâve always regretted that I 
could not retum thither; but it would be 
impossible forme to do so at this moment.'' 

*' I cannot admit of this excuse." 
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*I liope that hîs Majesty the Emperor 
vnSl kave the goodness to aceepfc it.'' 

*'Tou hâve just heard that I caimot ac- 
cept of any pretext." 

*' It is no pretext. I can produee médical 
eertificates of the bad state of my health.*' 

*^Wheii do you désire that I should gire 
yon your pafisport ? " 

^'I hâve abeady înformed your Bxcel- 
kney, that it is impossible for me to leave 
Paris just now." 

*' What then, would you hâve me do ? " 

"Make your report accordingly." 

'^I dare not; imte yourself." 

«Iwilldoso.'* 

^ But do you not see that it is the will of 
the Emperor that you should retum in- 
stantly?^ 

^Mj illness is the will of Grod,'' I replied; 
and bowing to hîs Excellency, withdrew 
from the apartment; Prince Dolgorucky 
entered almost immediately affcer. 

b2 



4 RUSSIA UNDER 

In the course of the same day I sent the 
following letter, addressed to M. Kisselef : 

'^TOUR EXCELLENCY, 

"It has always been my désire to 
retum to my country aïs soon as possible. I 
quitted it only on accoiint of the shattered 
state of my health^ and would gladly hâve 
pbeyed the summons which I hâve just re- 
ceived, but my illness will not, at présent, 
permit me to undertake so fatiguing a jour- 
ney. I trust that my life may yet be use- 
ful to his Majésty the Emperor, and that I 
may not be deprived, by a prématuré death 
of the ability to confound malignity and 
destroy calumny, I rely on the clemency 
and justice of our most gracions Sovereign, 
and humbly solicit that myjourney may be 
deferred till my health shall be improved; 
as soon as ever I am able, I will set ont for 
St. Petersburg. I hâve the honour to 
annex a médical certificate. 
''Paris, I2th March, 1843.'' 
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I could not divine the cause of my 
recall. Every Eussian noble îs permit- 
ted to réside five years in foreîgn coun- 
tries, and my passport was dated only 
a, year and a half back. There was 
absolutely notbing with which I could 
cbarge myaelf. Count Benkendorf, thé 
Minister of Police, had not even conde- 
scended to infonn me of the cause which 
înduced the Russian Government to treat 
me thus arbitrarily. He had merely 
stated to my brother that the Emperor 
deemed my résidence at Paris perfectly 
useless, and had the goodness to promise 
that he would défend me on my retum, if it 
were true, as he had been told, that Iliad 
a good heart. Prince Dolgorucky had 
shortly before published a little work, en- 
titled, *^ Notice sur les principales Familles 
de la Russie^ par Le Comte AlmagroJ' 
This pamphlet had excited the indignation 
of several nobles, and of some high Eussian 
functionaries. The Prince had given occa- 
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sion to hk recall hy placing a history of 
thé Bomanoffa^ which was nearly finiâhed^ 
under the protection of France, and as I 
had myself just put to the press a treaike 
on Political Economj, I had no doubfe 
that offence had been taken at my doing 
80, although the contents of my work w&^ 
entirely unknown. 

Are Eussians prohibited from printiog 
their writings in a foreign country i Before 
proceeding to the publication of my work; 
I had sent to the Farisian correspondent of 
the Minister of Public Instruction, to ascer-- 
tain whether I was authorized in doing so^ 
He infonned me that, strictly speaking^ it 
was prohibited to print anything in foreign 
countries; that the engagement which 
Qught to be signed by those who take oui 
passports contained this prohibition, but 
that passports were generally obtained 
without imposing any restriction. He 
further^ stated that it was an erery^-day 
Qcciurence for Bussians to publish works 
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out of their countrj^ and that I miglit cou-' 
dequently do the same without the elightest 
hesitàtioii. •^If your book,*' he added^ **is 
against Bossia^ the .Goveniiueiit will in ail 
probability punish you; if it is not, it wîll 
ivink at it; and if it is favourable^ it 
may even reward you/* I asked him if I 
mîght rely upon his statements ? He re- 
plied, ^^Tou may conrider them as officiai*" 

I accordingly hastened to communicate 
to him the news of my recall^ and saîd^ 
*^that being convinced of my perfect iimo- 
cence^ I could not accomit for this rigoiir^ 
except on the ground of my publication»" 
He had the kindness instantly to wiite to 
Count Benkendorf^ to tell him that my work 
was very différent from that of Prince Dolgo- 
rucky^ being entirely of a scientific nature^ 
and rather farourable than otherwise to 
Bussia. 

The Bussian law is décisive; it comma&ds 
every snbject to retum to his eoontry at 
the first Bummons; there is, kowerer^ ao^- 
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therlaw equally explicit, which says that, 
affcer sentence passed^ or eyen on a mère 
order of the Government^ a person may 
be exiled to the proyinces of the interior ; 
and those on the confines of Siberia, 
namely: Yiatka, Perm, and Volgoda, 
are generally selected. I was conscious 
that J was innocent, but who would say 
that I had not been calumniated ? Eus- 
sîan spies are very numerous at Paris, 
more so than in any other city; and a 
sKght offence given to one of thèse gentle- 
men is quite sufficient to induce him to 
inform againstthe offender to a superior au- 
thority, indeed they often gladly seize some 
opportunity of this kind to obtain faveur, 
or at ail events to évidence that they hâve 
eamed their salary ; because those spies who 
are too sparing of their reports, are sus- 
pected, or dismissed. Informers enjoy the 
strictest incognito; they are never con- 
fronted with the accused, and their word 
has more weight than that of honest mep. 
Persons, perfectly free from reproach, hâve 
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been recalled to Bussia on a bare suspicion 
of Uberalisjn^ and even when they hâve 
wliollj escaped punishment^ because neither 
Word nor . deed could be alleged againcrt 
them, they hâve nevertheless been shackled 
in their future career. A caprice of Oount 
N^esselrode had ahready induced me to re- 
nounce every branch of pjibKc service ; and I 
was certainly not disposed to subject myself 
wew to humiliation. As my recall would 
necessârily become public, no justification 
could hâve secured my innocence against 
suspicion. My best defence was my book. 
I therefore considered it advisable to pub- 
lish it; besides I could not renounce the 
satisfaction of giving to the world the fruit 
of many years' study. I loved, and stiU 
loye, my country, as much as any man; and 
because I loyed it, I was désirons to contri- 
bute to.the utmost of my power to efiace 
the epithet of harharism by which we are 
stigmatised ail over Europe. 
If I do not hère speak of the rights of man. 
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or of the rights of cirilization^ which are 
superior io ail lawB^ especially to iniquitous 
laws, rights which are utterly trampled 
under f oot^ and which I saw sli^uu^ullj vio^ 
lated in my own case^ it is simplj becaitse 
I am anxious not to soar above the compré- 
hension of the Bussian Government. 

I resolyed to use ail possible eîrcum- 
i^ection in order to gain over those, who^ 
though they did not participate in my 
views^ merited my esteem. I therefore 
sared appearances^ by declaring myself ill^ 
which was in fact the case« 

On the ISth I was visited by a secretary 
of the Embassy^ who requested me^ in the 
name of the Ambassador^ at least to set ont 
for Germany, în order that his Excellency 
migfat be able to inform the Goremment 
of my departure in obédience to its man- 
date. I replied that I had no confidence 
in the German physicians ; upon which he 
begged me at least to fix the time of my 
departure; but as it was utterly eut of my 
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power to tell how long my illness miglit 
continue^ I could not comply with this fresh 
proposition. On the following daj the same 
gentlenwn invited me, bj a note^ to modify 
mj letter eonformablj to hia auggestion. 
This proceeding on his part met Tvith no 
better success tfaan the first. 

The next daj, a person attached to the 
Légation called on me to say that he had 
read the draught of the report which had 
jiist been prepared respecting my a&irs ; 
he added that I must look to the con«- 
sequences if I did not make some altération 
in mj letter, becauae^ as Prince Dolgorucky 
had fixed the time for his retom^ he was 
of opinion that the anger of the Emperor 
would Êdl upon me ak>ne. Persuaded that 
I should gain ererything by gaining time^ 
and being w^ aware of the intractable 
sj^t of the Ckar, I withdrew my first letter 
and substituted another, of the following 
ténor : — 
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^^YOUB EXCELLENCY, 

"I should unresistîngly hâve obeyed 
the direction whîch I hâve just received, 
and hâve set ont immediately, but cannot 
-do so, as the state of my health does not 
pennit me to bear the motion of a car- 
riage; and, as the approaching opening of 
the navigation will afford me the means 
of retuming more speedily, I intend, as in 
duty bound, to embark on board the first 
steamer. I hâve the honour to inclose thç 
certifîcate attesting the bad state of my 
health/' 

The answer of Côunt Benkendorf to his 
correspondent was not delayed. — ^^As for 
M. Golowyn," he wrote, "you may be 
perfectly easy on his account : nous n'avons 
pas de corps de délit contre lui (thèse 
are the very words of the letter, which was 
in French.) In fact, it was only a measure 
of précaution, and not of repression. This 
aflFair will go no farther." 
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Was not thiiï a plain déclaration of my 
innocence ? But, in this (Jase, why should 
I be persecuted ? By Way of preôaution? 
Would it not be equally reasonable, arbi- 
trarily to lay hold on passengérs in the 
stréets aùd incarcerate them, lest they 
should commit some crime ? Would it not 
be acting in the spirit of certain owner» 
of serfs, who beat their people in antici* 
pation of the faults whicb they may hère- 
aftet commit ; or, who, acknowledging that 
they lave pimished them wrongfully, pro- 
mise to place the castigation to their crédit 
against the next time? Could that be 
called a measure of précaution which would 
bring confusion and terror into a family, 
excite a vast sensation in Paris and Peters- 
burg, and in the face of Europe be équi- 
valent to a confession that an author was 
recalled on account of a work which was 
still in his desk or in the press ? It is true 
that I had been advised to keep the whole 
affair perfectly secret. Count Benkendorf 
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had a two-fold reason for this adviee: ^ tiie 
Emperor's will is tbat his subjects shall 
keep quiet in foreign countries; and we 
bj no means désire that thej should pab^ 
lîsh anjthîng whaterer/* 

Relying on the letter of the cMef of the 
gens d'armes to his correspondent^ I believed 
that^ like many other preciptate measnres 
of tlie Bussîan Government, tbis wkote 
affair would lead to no resnlt; and espe- 
cially becanse there were précédents wbich 
anthorized me to arrive at tbis conclnsion. 
I sent two copies of my Economie Politique 
to St. Petersburg, one intended for the 
Emperor, and the other for the Minister 
of Police ; and I then repaired to the Py- 
rénées for the benefit of the waters. Oount 
Benkendorf did not take the trouble of 
reading more than the Préface, which he 
considered very inflammatory, because I 
therein claimed the hospitality of France 
for my views. He severely reprimanded 
his correspondent for having misled him 
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req^ectiiîg the spirit of my publication. 
The censorship of the Press, after a long 
dday, suffered the book to pass, but eut 
eut sev€^al leaves; thîs, added to the 
întelligeuee that Prince Dolgorucky had 
jnst been banished to Yiatk% was calcu* 
lated ta fill me with well-grounded appre* 
heusîons for the fate that might await me 
(m my return. 

I was fully resolved not to set ont for 
Bossia without a positive assurance that 
I should not be molested, and as I had 
not received any notice for several months, 
I wrote the followîng letter to the Minister 
of Police, from Cauterets, on the lôth of 
August, 1843 :— 



'^Several months ago I had the 
honour to forward to St. Petersburg two 
copies of my last work ; I intended one for 
his Majesty the Emperor, and the other 
for your Excellency; but as I hâve not 
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receîved any answer^ I fear that ill-founded 
appréhension may hâve hindered my biro- 
ther £rom sending thèse books to their 
destination. In thîs case I request that 
your Excellency will hâve the goodness to 
relieve my brother from any such ground- 
less fears^ and further^ to do me the favour 
to accept one copy^ and to présent the 
other to our august Sovereign, with an 
expression of my extrême regret at being 
unable to lay it in person at his Majesty's 
feet, because a serions illness still keeps 
me at a distance from my country. 
'^Accept, &c. &c." 

On my retum to Paris, the Bnssian 
Légation transmitted to me a paper, signed 
^^Douvelt," dated Ist (12th) September, 
1843, of the following ténor : — 

''Sir, 

" Count Benkendorf, the Adjutant- 
Oeneral, having been informed that you 
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have veninred^ wîthout asking permission, 
to go from Paris to the Pyrénées, for the 
benefit of the minerai waters, in défiance 
of the suprême order which you received 
in March last to retum to Bussia/and of 
your o\m déclaration in writing that you 
would set out at the opening of the naviga^ 
tien hy the first steamer, his Excellency 
bas instructed me to acquaint you that hë 
confines himself to repeating, for the last' 
tîme, the order to fulfil your duty, and tô 
retum immediately to St. Petershurg, 
mthout availing yourself of any pretext 
whatever. K you do not comply, his Ex* 
éellency will make his humble report to hîs 
Majesty thé Emperor, your very delay in 
oheying hîs Majesty's order will be a great 
crime, and you will have incurred a heavy 
légal responsibîlity* 

" While I thus obey the orders of Count 
Alexander Christophorovitsch, I have the 
tonour to assure you of my sincère regard 
and dévotion.^* 

VOL. I* C 
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^^What answer eau J make to tha 
qflKoial notice wUch you did me the bonoor 
tî^cauiBe to be addressed to nie under ihe 
da^ of the Ist of September^ and which 
wffi uot delivered to me^ by the Legatio»,, 
ijtfitU the 22iid of Korember ? If I ahould 
ggpei^ to you of the e^use wbich detaiixs me 
b^re^ you bave au ansirer at baud: yoiii 
wiU uot liâten to any objection. My iU- 
n^, and tbe course of medicine wbich I 
am uow undergoing, only excite your dis-» 
Çlea^ure^ and this is not calculated to eara 
vnj mind respecting the fete which maj 
attend me on my return, Sball I speak of 
my innocence ? You are aa fully conyinced 
of it aè I-am myself; and was I not jus-* 
ti&^d in inferrn^g^om your own words, that 
^you bad no crime wherewith to charge me, 
and that the afiair would go no furtherj,' 
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pennission to go whererer I pleased? Musfe 
I assert mj devotedness to my Sovereign? 
Bistory bears testimony tliat mj famQy 
lias senred the throne more than any other, 
and certainl j I hâve not been an exception. 
I hare only made itôe of the freedom of 
tlie press to consolidate the glory of my 
coimtry. It is easy to serve it in pros- 
perity; but it is difficult to do so in adver-' 
àky. My crimes are my illness and powers^ 
of mind^ and yet you will not leave me^ ad 
M indemnification^ the £a.culty wMch ta 
gnmted to the meanest subject^ that of 
moving about at will. ^STothing^ thereforey 
reixmns for me but to assure you of my 
Bigh esteem, and to trust in the clemency* 
and justice of my Sovereîgn. 
«lam, &c,, &c/* 

General Douvelt sent the following reply^ 
on the 25th IN^ovember old style : — 

"Tbe-Aid-de-camp (Mènerai, Gount Ben-' 

c2 
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kendorf^ having received your letter of the 
12th (24th) of ÎSTovember, bas been .pleased 
to déclare tbat the Govemment bas not bad 
to accuse you of any crime; but tbat you 
bave becpme culpable from the moment 
tbat you refused to obey tbe order of bis 
Majesty respectîug your retum to Bussia. 
Bis Excellency^ actuated by tbe kindness 
of bis beart^ bas bitberto kept back^ and 
still keeps back bis bumble report on tbe 
subject ; but it is possible tbat bi3 Majesty 
tbe Emperor may tbink fit to inquire wbe-^ 
tber you bave retumed from abroad^ and 
tben it will be necessary to lay before bim. 
tbe particulars of tbis afiair^ and^ in conscr 
quence of your delay in obeying tbe will of 
tbe Monarcb, you will be amenable, as 
for a serions crimes to aU.tbe rigour of tbe 
laws. For tbis reason, Count Alexander 
Cbristopborovitscb, for tbe last time re- 
peats bîâ former injunction, and bas in- 
structed me to request you to retun^ im- 
mediately to Bussia^ not alleging any fur- 
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ther pretext; And if you do not comply; 
liis Excellency will be constrained to lay 
the whole before liis Majesty. 

^^While fulfilling the orders of Count 
Alexander Christophorovitsch, I hâve ihë 
honour to assure you of my sincère respect 
and regard." 

At the same time the Count caused a 
letter to be written to me, through a pri- 
vate channel, saying that the Emperor did 
not like to be trifled wîth, and was accus- 
tomed to be obeyed; that a single wôrd 
feom bim would suflSce to induce the French 
€U)vemment £o obKge me to quît France. 
I was incensed at this arrogance, and cer- 
tainly not intimidated by the reports which 
were adroitly spread by the Bussîan agents, 
that M. Guizot had ofPered to send away 
Prince Dolgorucky, éscorted by gens 
d^armes; I well knew the meanness to which 
the Bussian diplomacy could resort, and I 
wâa soon perfectiy af ease on thîs point. I 
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jàerefore lefi mj cause in the hands of 
Proyidence^ and retnmed the foUôwing 
answer to the Minister of Police. 

^*In jour order of the 26th of No- 
vember, you admit mj innocence and ^eak 
of your kindness of heart. I never doubted 
ihé fonner ; but the second does not appear 
in your letter. Eindness of heart and jus- 
tice require indemmfication to those i?ho 
hâve wrongfully sufiered persécution^ and- 
i^ot the continuation of rach perseeutioDu 

^^Besides^ you are pleased to announce 
to me &at, in consequaice of my delayin^ 
to retum to my country, proeeeding» irill 
be instituted agaînst me with ail the rigour. 
qf the laws^ as for a aerhus crime. It* 
Tvould be dif&eiilt to find words more plainly 
conyeying an order to obey^ and ai the 
same time deterring from complisnce 
^th it. . 
. '' Being fuDy persiaded fhat mj cause » 
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just^ I place mj hopes on the impaxtîalîty 
€f the Emperor^ and beg your Eïcellency 
»o longer to delay making yonr report U> 
lôm pu the causes which pterent my speedy 
retttni» Thèse I stated to yoa in my letténs 
rf the 5tli ot Augost and the 24th of 
NovcsQiber^ and are the shattered staté 
both of my heaith and of my fortune.'' 

On reeemng thii» letter, Count Benken^ 
âorf wrote in the margin^ ^'The yonng mai 
wiU end hy mimng hiniself.'' He then 
sent for my brotKer^ eml»'aced him, made 
him sit down^ and said^ ^Tou know thàt I 
am your frîend^ but there îs no family 
without a reprobate^ apd yonr brother ii 
the reprobate of your family. Ecce homo I'' 

On tibe 8th (20th) ctf February, the Le- 
gatK» sent to me a lettet £rom Qeneml 
Donvélt^ dated on the Sth (2(>th) of Ja^ 
Biiaiy, and concerred in the foQowing 
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**T!1ie Adjutant-Gen^al^ Coimt Ben- 
kendorf^ haviiig received jour letter of the 
Srd of January, (new style,) and finding that 
you still delay to exécute the Emperor's 
order conceming your immédiate retum to 
Bussia^ bas instrueted me to inform you 
that hia Excellency will defer the delivery 
of his report to the Emperor four weeks 
longer; but if, at the expiration of that 
time, (care had been taken to let it expire,) 
you bave not arrived at St. Petersburg, 
your disobedience will be forthwith re- 
ported to the Emperor. 

^^ I beg to assure you of my sincère 
respect, and remain, &c." 

. On the preceding day, M. Kisselef had 
commimicated to me an order transmitted 
to him by Oount îfesselrode, dated the 
26th of January, which directèd that he 
should be iuformed of my décision- respect**. 
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îng my retum to St* Petersburg, I was 
ïiQt to be dictated to by Goont ÎSTessebrode. 
i had receîved my instractions from Count 
Benkendorf, lu fiict, I had already sacri- 
ficed my post in order that I mîght not be 
dépendent on the Minister for Foreign 
Affidrs, fot being admonished by liîm to 
take lessons in writing, I thougbt that I 
siight be more useful to my country as an 
author than as a copyist, and accordingly 
withdrew from the service. 

I addressed the foUowing letter to Gount 
l^esseh-ode, which I sent to M. Kisselef :— • 

^ I thought that I had explained 
myself decidedly enough with respect to 
my retum to Bussia^ in my letters to Gount 
Benkendorf, dated the 15th of Auguste the 
24th of November, 1843, and the 3rd of 
Jànuary, 1844 ; but since your Excellency 
condescends to interfère in this measure of 
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the police, it is my àvàj to infarm yoxi, ih»t 
I qmtted die service 0f mj oonntry for ihe 
purpose of taking lemons m caUignpby^ as 
yon were pleased to recommencL I liaTé 
no protectioii, and yoiir EzceBoïc j cazmot 
fiJl to remember Htat tbe firrt Minister toa^ 
For^n AfbàiB bore tbe same moue es 
ïûjseif. 

^' I trust, bowever, tbst joa viU noi ex*> 
ercise the full estent of your power, «ad 
cause it to be said^ tibat a Beokendoif and 
a l^essebrode bare plaeed a Golowyn cm tbe 
proBcriptîoii list. 

*' I bave tbe bonour to be, &c." 

I «bewed tbis letter to the Bussran poet 
B ' , and asked bis opînioii reqpectinf îk 
He nrged me to send it off^ obeening^, thaÉ 
OouDt Fessebode was a snpeiior maii, lilia 
en eaDing to mind tbe injnxy wbSch be bad 
done mt, woidd basfccai.to repaâr it. Soon^ 
bowever^ I bad a Iresb pteof of iiie two-fipU 
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trnih^ tbat good men are nofe alwajs en- 
dowed wHIl worldly wisdom, and that great 
meû freqaently harbour petty hatred. 

Count ISTessehrode, on receiving my let- 
ter^ lost no time in laying it before tlie 
Ihiperar^ "who nmnediately (nrdered tliat ail 
my propcrty shoiild be segnestrateâ, tliat 
proceedings should be instituted agamst me 
for tbe crime of disobedience and Ingh 
treas<m^ and tbat I shonld be arrested if I 
set foot on tbe Sussian territory. 

Prince Dolgorueky was recalled £rom his 
place of banisbment ai Yiatka^ and the 
Emperor issued a decree prohibiting Eus^ 
sian subjects from going abroad before 
they bad attained the âge of twenty-five, 
and imposed a tax of 800 francs a year on 
their passports : none but invalids and mer- 
chants were exempt from this measure. 

At length, one evening, his Majesty did 
me the honour to read my letter to a small 
circle at court. '* Whp would bave thought 
it/' be cried, 'Hhat the brother of our 
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Oolowyn should be the âutlior of such a 
letter ? And who will venture to saj that 
thîs man writes well? I leave you to 
judge for yourselves, gentlemen, is ihis 
letter well written?" And îmmediately, 
the gentlemen présent bowed their heads, 
sajing, *^ Oertainly not, Sire, the letter is 
very ill written." 

Thus condemned by the court, I was 
very shortly sentenced by the senate, 
which pronounced against me the penalty 
of banishment to Siberia, the privatioii of 
ail my civil rights, and the confiscation of 
my property. 
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Chapteb 1^ 

HISTORICAL NOTICE OF THE REIGN OF 
NICHOLAS I. 

It is no part of my design to dwell at 
length on the history of a reign which is 
dîstinguished only by acts of cruelty and 
violence ; acts which will, however, be use- 
fiil, inasmuch as they will serve to fill up 
the measure of inîquity, and hasten the 
coming of a better order of things. 
• Alexander, who died at Tagenrog on the 
19th îfovember, 1825, carried with him to 
the tomb many gênerons plans} his death 
excited both regret and appréhension ; but 
the regret was lessened by the administra- 
tion of Araktshêief, into whose hands hé- 
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had suflfered the reins of govemment to 
fall, when overcome by feelings of disgust; 
while the appréhensions were increased by 
a storm which was rising in obscurity, but 
of which there was a gênerai presentiment. 
The nation was far from being comfortable 
respecting the fate which the brothers of 
Alexanderwere preparing for fiussia. Oon- 
stantine^ at the most^ was calculated only 
to act anew the reign of his capricious 
&ther, who was good and bad by fits and 
starts ; it was out of the question to expect 
from hîm an equable and intelligent exer^ 
cise of power ; and as for Kicholas, he 
was scarcely known. Constantine had, be- 
sides^ renounced the crown, by his marriage 
with Princess Lpwitz, the daughter of a 
private Folish gentleman named Grusinsky, 
The act of his renunciation of the crown, 
and the manifesto of Alexander^ nominating 
Kicholas for his successor, were deposited 
in the church of the Assumption at Moscow^ 
and entrusted to the care of the three 
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hif^esA authorities of the empire, — -- the 
SjQod, the GouDcil, and the Senate. The 
Gland Duke Oonstaiitme, in his letta: to 
the Emperor, dated 14th Jannarj, 1822^ 
dediared, that ^^ in eaae he should ever be 
iixrested with the high dignity to which he 
was called hj his birth^ he did not believe 
himself poasessed of the talent or eneigy 
indispensable for the performance of its 
dnties/^ 

Mcholas sported with tiie erown; he 
offered it to Oonstantiney and made the 
txwpB take the oath: ^^thus though he 
pretended the contrary, he lefit his beloved 
coontrj in a state of uncertainty, req>ecting 
the person of its legitimate sovereign." 
Oonstantine again reiterated his refusai, 
and Nicholaa then required the oath to be 
taken to himself. This was the signal for 
an insurrection, and it broke out almost 
instantlj. 

The flower of the nobility and of the 
Bossian army, mostly young mea distia- 
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guished bj tlieir éducation and talents, who 
were ill at ease amidst institutiond which 
bore heavy on them, and impelled by ardent 
love for tlieir country, had resolved to 
remedy its evils. Since the year 1817 they 
bad formed sereral societies, Bimilar to 
tbose in otber countries, especially tbat o£ 
the German Tugendbunâ. The object of 
thèse associations was to diffuse knowledge 
by the establishment of public schools, par-> 
ticularly on the Lancasterian System; to 
labour in favour of the émancipation of the* 
vassals by the promulgation of libéral ideas 
and examples of gênerons enfranchise^ 
ment ; to remedy the abuses in the admi- 
nistration of justice, by not refusing the 
functions which might be confided to their 
members*, by encouraging upright judges,' 
and even affording them pecuniary assist- 
ance. It was their désire thus to aid the^ 

* Ryleief and Pontshine» among others, had filled, 
with great crédit to thernselves, offices tfaat were far 
fVom agreeable» 
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efforts of Govemment, wWcli they consU 
dered to be insufficient; and so farfrom 
thinkmg that their views were blameable, 
they frequently wished to ask its assent and 
countenance, and were withheld only by the 
fear of not beîng adequately supported by 
its philanthropy. * 

A pétition demandîng pennission to open 
a subscription for the émancipation of 
the vassals was, in fact, presented to the 
Emperor, though without leading to any 
restdt, The names of the most respectable 
men, such as Count Woronzow, Prince 
Menchiskof, were found among the peti- 
tioners. M. Wasiltschikof, now Président 
of the Council, first gave his assent, but 
subsequently withdrew it ; several of those 
who signed the pétition fell into disgrâce 
in conséquence of doing so. 

The association, which was at first formed 
under the name of The Union of Safety, 
subsequently assumed that of Union of the 
Pvhlic Oood, or of the Green BooTe, from 

VOL. i. D 
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tke ccdour of the binding of its irtatutes. 
It was divided into the Society of the 
KorthandthataftheSoirâi. Thefirsthai 
itB Bîttings at Bt. Petersbcurg^ tiie latter at 
Toltsehin. In 182» the latter joinrà the 
Society of the TJmted Sdarimins^ and. 
Moscow served as their raUying point. 
Oonstitational ideas irere ti^n. in rogne, 
and had spread among the enUght^oied 
dasBee^ a£ter the campaigns <rf 1813-^1<6«. 
The organization of society neoesswily 
became the ob^ect of the deHberations of 
thèse meetings^ and tras the snbject o£ 
freqnent and warm.debates^idiich, howerei^ 
rather resembled private converaationâ thaa 
formai deliberatians» 

The existence of thèse Bocîetîes was 
daiounced, in 1820^ to ûïb Emperor Alefr- 
ander^ who did not think it necessary to in- 
tèrfere openlyr In Jmie, 1824, a snbalieJm 
oWcGiy named Sherwood, directed the atten-- 
tian of the Grovemment to ^at he caUed 
a plot ; and on the Ist December Captoin 
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Mayboroda^ of the régiment of Viatkâ, 
adéresaed a letter to the Emperor Alex- 
aadei^ iinp€«.cliing the associatiuDn cf whidi 
he was hîzœeif a membesr. The aub- 
Ikttenajit Bostootzof alm wroie a letter ta 
tbe Grand Duke Hicholas, of whieh Rylaef 
i^tained a : eopj. On showing it to hk 
kethren^ on the evening of the ISth De* 
cemher^ he exdaimed^ ^ You see that we 
are betrajâd: we mnst act — ^we must die 
in co&e waj ox other." ^ The scabbards are 
kdken," cried one of ïke member^^^oiur 
sabres ean no longer be hid.'^ 

On the Uth (26th) December, when tibâ 
guardfi had just takçn the oaths to l^iehola^ 
the conspirators dispersed thémselyes among; 
ike ranks^ teOing the soldiera that they had 
been deceiyed; that Gonstantine had not 
abdkated; that he was marchîng îbo St« 
Petersbnrg^. and would pûnish the traîtors. 
Pcinee Btqp^ine Eostowsky wounded General 
f zedericks and General Shenahine^ who 
«ttempted to interpose hia ajith<»ity. He 
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seized thé colours, and four companies of 
the régiments of Moscow naarched in open 
revolt against the palace. Lieutenants 
Southof and Panof brought up a detach- 
ment of grenadiers of the guards. "Do 
you hear that firing," cried ^KTicholas Bes- 
tuchef to the Impérial marines : " they are 
assassinating your brethren;" and the 
whole battalîon instantly rushed to arms. 

On the other hand, General Alexis Orloff, 
whose brother was among the conspirators, 
advanced at the head of his cavalry to the 
defence of Nicholas. Thirteen hundred 
men were drawn up under the walls of the 
Senate-house ; Miloradoviteh, Govemor- 
General of St. Petersburg, endeavoured to 
înduee them to retum to obédience, but he 
was killed by Kahovsky. 

The Metropolitan, attired in full epis- 
copal robes, advanced and raised his voice 
to sten> the tumult, but it was drowned by 
the noise of the drums. ^KTicholas ordered 
a squadron of horse-guards to charge the 
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rebels, but the guards were repulsed; 
cannons were then brought up, and a 
gênerai conveyed cartridges in his car- 
nage. The artillerymen refused to fire, 
iipon which he lighted the match himself, 
and the insurgents were dîspersed. Several 
ballswere fired into the city in différent 
directions, and a great number of the inha- 
bitants were killed or wounded. Next day 
(the 26th of December) the dead bodies 
were taken away in a barge, and order was 
completely restored. 

Colonel Pestel, the Président of the 
Southern Society, of which he was the life 
and soûl, was arrested the same day. 
Sergius Muravief, having received timely 
waming, escaped till the 29th, but his com- 
rades rescued him as well as his brother ; 
they excited the régiment of Tschemigof to 
revolt, and marched against Belaïa-Tzerkof . 
They were, however, attacked on the heights 
of Ustinovoke by a detachment of the corps 
ofGeismar. The soldiers rushed towards 
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Hie cannon, and tfae grape-skot iJiiimed 
tlieir ranks. Hippoljtus Murayief &11 dead 
iipon the spot; Serglus iras woimded; the 
covalrj cliarged them on ail sîdes, and ûey 
laid down tibeir arms. 

A minute inqmrj wns instilaited ot St. 
Peterslmrg, and the Grand Duke Midiaél 
was among tiiose wiio took part in iJlie 
examinatioQB. Yast numbers of perssais 
irere arrâsted on th^e sliglitest suspicion; 
tbeir papers were diligentlj ^camined^ and 
îf no overt acts could be found against 
them, words, whicli mîghl hav6 been spoken 
ten yeai» befoxe were laid hold of, though 
pcrhaps scarcely remembered either by those 
^bo were a/ocused of them^ or those who 
professed to bare beard tbem. Even sup^ 
posing tbat calumn y bad not induced Bcme 
c£ the impeacbed to make false declaratioiis, 
fear may bave led tbem to cbaarge otbers^ In 
order to exfcenuaie tbeir own faults; words 
were wrested from tbeir teue aieeeptation; 
comments made upon tbem, and^ consider- 
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iBg ihe s^ous nature of the facta, rç- 
course was liad to extraordînary mwsure$; 
persuasion wbb emplojeà m some ÎBstaiices, 
mti ia others inlimidatîoiit Several of tbe 
imfortiiniU;e yictîms were loaded with chainfi; 
aome were mada to eonfeps ina^t^corate facts^ 
othess to sîgn puru^ fictions; and both tiso^a 
and eyents w^e confounded.. . . 

"Fear," aajs a Bussian prorerb, "haa 
hrgei eyes ;" lœd the commission of inquîry 
eonverted facts of small importance into ;a 
BM>natrau3 a&ir^ while it at the same time 
endeavonred to ruin the conspiràtors in the 
public opinion. It attacked their personal 
digmi^, called their courage in qfiegtiop, 
loaded them with the grossest epithets^ and 
jrjdiculed theîr political views as vulgarph^^ 
lanthropy, or the attempt of scoundrels» 

A careful examination of the acts of ac- 
cusation wiU show at a glance the contre 
dictions and nonsense with which they 
abounded^ and the total absence of ail proof. 
Befence was ont of the question ; the con- 



40 RUSSIA UNDEE 

spirators were împeaclied by prejudiced 
accusera, sentenced by servile judges, and 
were without the benefit of counsel. For in- 
stance, Mr. Jakuschkin had offered to assas- 
sinate the Emperor with bis own band. — 
Wben ?— In 1817 ! But he yielded to the 
arguments of Von-Viesen and Sergius Mu- 
ravief. At a meeting, held at Kiew in 
1823, a motion to exterminate the Impérial 
family could not be adopted according to 
the act of indictment itself. Sergius Mu- 
ravief declared that he would not consent 
to régicide. Bestuchef-Eumin maintained 
the same opinion in a letter to Juschinski; 
with respect to the letter which he was 
accused of having addressed to the Secret 
Society of Poland, and in which he was said 
to bave demanded the death of Constantine, 
it was never dispatched. It was said, that it 
was intended to seize the person of the 
Czar at Bobruisk; who can prove that the 
means were wantmg and not the will? 
Jukof exclaimed, that if the lot fell on him 
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to assassinate the Emperor he would kill 
himself. Mkita Muravief desired only the 
propaganda: and declared the plan of ex- 
terminating the Impérial familj to be bar- 
barons and impracticable. 

Matthew Mnravief, in a letter of the 3rd 
of November, 1824, to his brother Sergins, 
demonstrated the impossibility of any revo- 
lutionary convulsion. Takobovitsch, it was 
saîd, wished to revenge himself on Alex- 
ander and to kill him ; but he denied the 
accusation, and the commission ascertained 
that the other members of the Society 
endeavoured to hinder the exécution of this 
menace, which was nothing more than bra- 
vado. With respect to the assassination of 
Mcholas, the commission itself ascribed 
to Yakobovitsch the following words : "I 
wiU not undertake it; I hâve an honest 
heart and cannot become an assassin in cold 
blood." Bestuchef having, as it was said, 
expressed, an opinion that they could jpene- 
trate into the palace^ Batinkof exclaimed. 
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^ God forlnd ! •' If we may give crédit iia 
the report of Hud eammiâsioxi^ Ea^c&ky 
impnted to Bylâéf the mtentiou to murdar 
CkmsÈamtine^ but Beatuschef and âteinhdl 
denied this charge;. 

Tlne aecnsatiaD of regidde bemg dîs- 
posed of^ wë now proMed to tbat of Mtan]pt- 
ing a Sepublic. 

Byléiéf stated that a Bepublic is a folly; 
Hadj thej ought to strire f<Kr lîmited Mob- 
«rcbj^ althougfa this was not farourable to 
îthe dev^lopm^it of great characta^ Qe 
wonld iKyt allow the Society the light of 
establiâhing a new ordear of thioga withoQt 
ihe concurrence <^ the represe&tatiyes ef 
the nation. Batinkof even saîd, that the 
prayers which vpere put up at mass i&t the 
Impérial &.mily^ rendered a Bt^ublic impûtk 
fiible in Buaaûu 

The projects of a <K)nstitnti<m aloBe ré" 
mained. Bmt who at that ime had sot 
drawn up home ^etch according to Tm own 
notions ? There was not a man capaMe of 
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thînkîng, who had not tbe draft of a consti- 
tution in ïàs pocket^ in liis desk^ or in his 
head. The Emperor Alexander had three^ 
âiat of ïTayositteof, that of Speransky and 
Chat of Mard^inof. fTo one thought ^{ 
vmiag violence to' ûnpose iJiis constitution^ 
ividèh was in faet not one; for^ according to 
tîie very words of the commission, ^ Projeds 
witihoat connection, withont a basis, ^cannot 
be called plans.^ The parties «oncemed 
^esired to avoid shedding blood, andwere 
pCTSiraded that the Emperor wonld make a 
eoBcession, and wonld cause deputies to be 
conYoked ; and it ^ms with this nnderstand- 
ing that thej bad repaired to the place of 
meeting* 

Affcer more than five months* inresti- 
gation, the Comnaission of Inquiry corn- 
pleted its labom*s* The Emperor appointed 
a suprême tribunal, composed of the Coundil 
43i ibe Empire, the S jnod and the Benate, to 
décide on the fate of the accused. To 
thèse three public bodies several miUtaiy 
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and civil officers of high rank were added. 
This tribunal decided that, according to law, 
ail the prisoners, one hundred and twenty 
in number, deserved death; but it appealed 
to the Impérial clemency, and classed the 
criminals under eleven heads, making an 
exception of five of them, whom, it set 
apart^ on account of the enormity of their 
crime. Thèse were Pestel, Eyléiéf, Sergîus 
Muravief, Bestuchef - Rumin, and Ka- 
hofsky, who were condemned to be quar- 
tered. Thirty-one indmduals of the first 
category were sentenced to be beheadéd; 
those of the second to incur political death; 
those of the third to undergo hard labour 
for life; those of the fourth to serve as pri- 
vate soldiers, retaining the rights of nobi- 
lity, &c., &c. 

The Emperor granted a commutation of 
thèse punishments. The five individuals 
condemned to be quartered were sentenced 
to be hanged: thus an indignity was put 
upon them even in the kind of death which 
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they were to suffer. Those of the first 
category were condemned to hard labour 
for life; and the punishment of the re- 
mamder was mitîgated in proportion. 

On the 13th (26th) July, the exécution 
took place on the glacis of the citadeL 
The condemned were compelled to look on 
for a whole hour while the préparations 
were going on for their exécution; and 
their less wretched companions were forced 
to naarch round the gibbets; their swords 
were broken over their heads, and their 
epaulettes and military décorations thrown 
into the fire. The ropes to which Ryléiéf*, 
Muravief, and Bestuchf-Eumin were sus- 
pended unhappily broke, and thèse naen 
were led to death a second time. Orders 
were given to erect gibbets instead of 
crosses on the graves of the ojfficers kiUed 
at Ustinof ka. 

* The Commission of Inquiry bas thought proper to 
designate Ryléiéf as a sub-lieutenant and journaliste 
He was at the head of an office, and a poet. 
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On the foUowing daj the sqiiaxe in front 
oî the Seiiate-][K>use, where the zeroli haâ 
taken place^ waa purified bj a réUgioua aitd 
expiatory ceranony. The Emper or BcaÉt 
Otte of hia aid-de-cmnpa to the wife of S^- 
léiéf to assure her of hia protedion; he 
presented ôO^OOO ruUes ta Festel's fath^v 
and to hia brother he gaye the epaulettes: 
of an aid-de-K^amp în Ms service^ whîch gafe 
rise to the saying> that he wore the rc^e 
mth whidi his brother had been haii^d.. 
Bofiiofzof's fortune wasr made; and Sha« 
wood^ the informer^ reeeived 50^000 nibles, 
a house^ and the title of Faithfol^ whidv 
however^ dîd not save him from being* snb* 
aequently expelled from his régiment for 
misconduct. 

A manifesto of his Majesty of the 13th 
([26th) of July^ inf ormed the world that he 
had seen with pleasure " the nearest rela- 
tions renounce and give up to justice the 
wretches who were suspected of being 
accomplices." 
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Xhe soïdiers who had taken part in the 
iiuniTectio]! were sent to Georgia^ and in 
tke war which broke out soan afterwardfi^ 
they w»e employed in the first line agidnst 
tbe Peraana. Tbe régiments which had 
rfflaained k>7al reeeived rewards: to one of 
tltem liras given ihe luûform of Alexander; 
to others^ his initiais; and .to the Don Cos^ 
sa€k% his s^ord. Fortnnately^ we need not 
go fw to look for a criticism on ail this 
praeeeding. Facts^ analogoua to thoae 
^rinch vre hare related^ had juât taken place 
in a neighboniing conntrj^ tributaiy to 
fioasia^ but enjoying a more enlightaied 
adminiâtratîon. They had resnlts which 
unanswerahly condenxned the arbitrary pro- 
ceedingB of despotism, and proved, incon- 
testibly, the snperiority of a constitutipnal 
goremment» The inqniry^ instituted ai 
^ Petersburg, shewed that there were in 
Poland secret societies which had eyen beeu 
connected with the Southern Society* The 
attention of the Goyemment was natnrallj 
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tumed to them^ and an investigation was 
ordered to be made at Warsaw. It was 
ascertained^ in fact, that ever since 1821 
there had existed in Poland the National 
Patriotic Society; and that, in the follow- 
ing year, Mazefsky had organized the 
Society of the Templars, on the model of 
that of Scotland. TJminski, Jablonowskî, 
Soltyk, Krzynanowskî, were membera of 
thèse societies, the principal object of which 
was the restoration of Poland. The Com- 
mission of Inquiry classed the accused 
under fiye catégories^ and the Senate was 
charged to décide on their fate. It ap- 
pointed advocates as counsel for the pri- 
soners; the proceedings were public, and 
lasted a month; after which the suprême 
court ordered a new act of accusation, 
which, with the exception of one dissentient 
voice, that of General Oount Krazynskî, 
unanimously set aside the charge of high 
treason, acquitted the greater part of 
the accused, and condemned the others 
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to some months' împrisonment. The Em- 
peror ordered the judges to be reprimanded, 
a thing before unheard of ; and he consoled 
himself by confining the aceused in the 
dungeons of St. Petersburg: thîs was a 
yiolatîon of the constitution^ and was one 
of the grievances subsequently alleged in 
defence of the Polish révolution. 

But to retum to Russia: — 

On the 3rd of Sêptember (22nd Octo- 
ber),* 1826, the coronation of the Emperor 
took place at Moscow, in the noddst of 
such pomp and cérémonies, that a hand* 
some wonaan exclaimed, *^ How vexations it 
is that such fêtes are so rare ! " The people 
wereinvited toanaonster feast at Devitsche 
Polé, but when the crowd fell on the viands 
which had been prepared for them, they 
were driven away by the fire ehgines. A 
manifesto reduced, by five years, the terni 

* One of thèse dates must be wrong; perhaps they 
should be 20th Sêptember and 2nd October. 

VOL. I. E 



/K> BUSSIA UNDEE 

of împrisonment to which the political pri- 
flomers were condemned. 

On the 16th (28th) of September, an 
impérial manîfesto declâxed war against 
Persia. The Treaty of Gulîstan of the 
26th of October^ 1813^ had left an opening 
for inévitable disputes by stipulating^ that 
eîther of the two contracting parties shonld 
hâve the power of enlarging its territorial 
possessions according to circumstances, on 
condition of indemnifying the party injnred.. 
By virtue of this stipulation, Bussia had 
oecupied the coast of Lake Grokteha, offiér*- 
î»g to Persia^ by way of indemnity, the 
territory comprehended between the rivers 
Capunaktchay and Tschudow; but the Shah 
declined accepting this arrangement. 

Prince Menchikof, who was dispatched 
by the Emperor to settle the différence^ 
was refused an audience. The Ehan of 
Talychyn massacred the Russian garrison 
of Erivan, and Abbas Mirza^ heir to the 
Persîan throne, invaded the province of 
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jaizftbetlipol, at the head of 50,000 re* 
gular troops. The Musselman tribes of 
tte Oancasus rose at his approach. On 
ihe 2nd (14th) of September Madatof de^ 
leoted the vanguard of the Persian Bxmj, 
m the Schamkhor, and occupîed the town 
<tf ElizabethpoL On the 21»fc Paskewitddb 
joined mth his division of 9000 men, and 
defeated ^bbas 'Mixzsi, on the banks of the 
liver Djeham, two leagues from Elizabeth** 
}fo\ from which place this battle took its 
Dame. The Persians repassed the Araxes, 
aad Grabbe obtained some advantages on 
the coaât of the Oaspian. Paskewitsch was 
a^^inted Commander-in-chief in the room 
of Tennoloff, and Benkendorf succeeded 
IMEadatof in the command of the vanguard^ 
Ekhmiadzin surrendered without résist- 
ance, in Àpril, 1827. Paskewitsch crossed 
ihe Araxes, and defeated the enemy's army 
în the battle of Djwan-Bulak; the victo-^ 
rious standard of the vanquished, feU into 
làe hanàs of the Bussians, and Abbas Abad 
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surrendered to them on the 19th (31st) 
of July. 

Thèse successes dîd not, however, hînder 
the Persîans from besieging Etchmiadzin. 
Krassowsty in vain endeavoured to make 
them raise the siège, and Paskewitsch wàs 
oMged to repair to his aid. The Persian 
Prince again crossed the Araxes, and Sar- 
dar Abbas surrendered to the Russians, and 
Erivan was occupied on the 13th of October, 
after six days' siège. On the 26th, Tauris, 
the capital of Adzerbadaidjan, and soon 
after, Ali-jar-Kan, shared the same faté* 
The Persians sued for peace, and con- 
férences were opened on the 2nd of !N'o- 
vember, Eussia demanded the cession of 
the provinces of Erivan and iN'akitchevan, 
and an indemnification of twenty millions 
of silver rubles» Abbas Mirza accepted 
thèse conditions; but the Shah's ratifica- 
tion was delayed for three months, which 
obliged Paskewitsch to résume hostilities. 
On the lôth (27th) of January, 1828, he 
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occupiedTJnniah; Souktel enteredArdebyl; 
and on the lOth (22nd) of Febraary the 
treaty was sîgnedat Turkmantchaî. Paske- 
witsch received, as a reward for his conduct 
în this campaîgn, a million in money, and 
the title of Oount of Erivan. Eussia ac- 
quired two provinces by this war, which 
cost her more labour than men. 

The war with Persia was scarcely ended 
when that with Turkey broke out. On the 
Uth (26th) of August, 1828, a manifesto 
of the Emperor was published, foUowed 
by an explanatory déclaration, to which 
the Porte replied on the 4th of June. 
The two parties accused each other of not 
having observed the treaty of Bucharest. 
Turkey reproached Russia with having 
CQuntenanced the insurrection of the Greeks, 
with having supported and received Tpsi- 
lanti, and fomented troubles in Moldavia 
and Wallachia. Eussia, on her part, ac- 
cused the Divan of having stimulated the 
Circassans to revolt, of having fettered tHe 
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commerce of tihe Black Sea^ Tiolated tbe 
amnesiy which had been granted to Servia» 
supported the résistance of Persia^ and 
retarded the peace wliich had jugt been 
cmicluded with that power. 

Immediatelj after the déclaration^ Field 
Marshal Prince Wittgenstein placed him* 
self at the head of an army of 105,000 
men, and on the 7th of May crossed the 
Pmth at three points ; Jassy and Bucharest 
were immediately occupied, and the adnn- 
nistration of the two princîpalities was gîven^ 
to Count Pahlen. The third corps passed 
the Danube on the 8th of Jime, and be- 
aieged Kustendji. The Zaporogue Oossacks, 
who had been subject to Turkey for two 
centuries, returned to the dominion of 
Bossia, and their example was followed by 
those of IS^eckrazow. The Grand Duke 
Michael besieged Brailow, at the head of 
the seventh corps, and the Emperor repaired 
îthither in person on the 20th of May. Ob 
ihe 15th of June an attempt was made 
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lo take the place by stonn, but it faîled; 
«ne mine blew up too soon, another did not 
expiode at ail, and no practicable breach 
^ms effected. The troops rushed to the 
ramparts and sustained great loss, and the 
Orand Duke was compelled to gîve the 
signal for retreat. In the course of the 
next day the mine whîch had not previoudy 
exploded, made a considérable breach. 
The Turkish Pasha surrendered the place 
on the 18th of June, and withdrew with the 
koDours of war. The Emperor conferred 
on the Grand Duke Michael the order of 
St. George of the second class. 

Menschikof took Anapa on the llth, 
Knstendji submitted on the 20th, and 
Bazardschik was occupied without résist- 
ance on the 6th of July. An engagement 
was fought under îts walls, which was dis- 
adyantageous to the Turks. A severe con- 
test took place on the 20th of July, in the 
direction of Schumla ; the Turks retired to 
tiieir camp, and the fiussians erected some 
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redoubts. Count Soukheln adyanced 
against Yama^ and was repulsed. Uscha- 
kow came to his aid^ but could not pre- 
vent a Turkish reinforcement from en- 
terîng thé town. General Both invested 
the fortress of Silîstria, and G^ismar was 
ordered to protect Wallachia. A very 
Smart action took place before Scbumla^ on 
the 28tb of July, but which did not lead to 
any important results. Menscbikof had 
taken tbe command of the siège of Yama^ 
and Admirai Greig blockaded the town by 
sea. 

In Asia^ General Faskewitsch opened the 
campaign on the 7th of July, and on the 
lôth he took Kars. The fortress of Poti, 
the only one possessed by the Turks on the 
east coast of the Black Sea, surrendered on 
the 26th to a detachment of the troops of 
Georgia. On the 4th of September, Faske- 
witsch gained a complète victory under the 
walls of Akhalzik^ which surrendered on 
the 8th, after a vigorous résistance, in 
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which the Bussians suffered considérable 
loss. 

While the Emperor went to Odessa, to 
hasten the arrivai of reinforceménts, and to 
order a new levy of recruits, the Sultan was 
activëly preparing measures of résistance ; 
he caused thé Bosphorus to be fortified, the 
ships of war to be repaired, and troops to 
be armed and exercised at Constantinople. 
The Seraskier, Hussein Pasha, was shut up 
in Schumla with an anny of 60,000 men. 
Joussuf and the Captain Pasha were gone to 
défend Varna. The Grand Vizier had re* 
paired in person to the camp. The plague, 
which had broken out at the opening of the 
campaign, extended its ravages more and 
more in the ranks of the Bussians; pro- 
visions and forage were becoming scarce ; 
the cavalry was visibly losing its horses; 
and the population flying at the approach 
of the enemy, leffc the country a désert. 
The présence of the Emperor, far from 
béing a stimulus and an advantage, was 
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ijfïûj a restmint, because it diecked the au^ 
thority of the general-in-cliief ; but un- 
faappily thîs was not imâerstood imtil it was 
too late. 

The Fasha of Widdin proceeded to offen- 
sive measnres^ and forced General Geismar 
to rétrograde and to abandon bis oamp; but 
an energetie moyement gave him the yic- 
tory, and compelled the Turks to fly beyond 
the Danube^ leaving in the hands of the 
Bnssians 24 standards and 600 carriages 
loaded with ammimition. Thk was on the 
26th of Septemben On the && and 6tfa, 
Greneral Both gained some advantages be- 
foreBchnmla; but the BussianshadsiistakLed 
a shock on the night of the 25th of Augnst. 

Q^e Turks attacked them at three points. 
On the first^ they carrîed a redoubt coin- 
nuinded by Greneral Wrede, who was killed, 
wiUi ail his men ; at the second point, they 
obHged General Budiger to destroy his in- 
trenchments at Eski-Stanxboul ; and at the 
third^ they captured a pièce of cannon. 
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On the foUowing day they occupied Esàî- 
Stamlxml^ winch, restored the commimiea- 
tion of tlie Turks mth Adrianople. Thèse 
saocesseB pennitted a Turkish detachment 
to go to lihe aid of Yama. 

On the 7th of August, Admirai Greig 
mzeà 14 Turkish vessels, and theii caused 
aie juagazines and the arsenal of Neada to 
be destroyed. Captain Exitzki took 12 
peœs of xainnon^ s{»ked the others^ amd blew 
up the arsenal. 

On the 21st of Auguste Prince Menschi- 
kof was woonded before Yama^ and i^as 
SQcc^led by Oonnt Woronzow in the com- 
mai^ of the si^e. The impérial guards 
anîyed to Teinforce the army, and on the 
I2th of September, General Golowyn occu- 
pied the heights of Gidata; but haying 
sent the régiment of chassenrs of the guard 
to reconnoitre a Turkish corps which was 
advancing on the road firom Aidos^ tfaat 
vegîment was eut to pièces, and <Teneral 
flkrtung was kiiled in this action. On the 
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28th of September, General Freytag lost 
his life in a desperate combat^ in which 
both parties claimed the victory. On th'e 
SOth^ a Bussian brigade, baving yentured 
too fetr, was roughly bandled^ and General 
Jampw wâs killed. 

The Works of the besiegers being far ad- , 
vanced, the brave Lieutenant Zaitzewsky, 
at the head of some marines, reinforced by 
the volunteers of the guard, entered Varna 
by the breach, on the 7th of October. He 
took possession of a bastion, and penetrated 
înto the town, but not being supported, he 
was obliged to retreat, after having spiked 
seven Turkish guns. The next day, Joussuf 
Fasha sent a seeretary to open a confér- 
ence, and on the 9th he came himself on 
board a Eussian vessel; on the lOth he 
surrendered, and soon afterwârds went to 
the Crimea to receive the guerdon of his 
treason. His people followed his example, 
and laid down their arms; the Captain 
Pacha obtained permission to rejoin thp 
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Turkish army. On the 12th he left Varna 
at tlie head of three hundred men ; and the 
finssians entered the town inunedîately 
afterwardff. The Emperor sent twelve 
Turkish guns to Warsaw, in memory of the 
death of Wladislaus YI., who was killed 
în 1444 under the walls of Varna, which 
were reputed to be impregnable ; but thèse 
guns did not reach their destination; they 
were cast on shore during a storm^ and fell 
àgain into the hands of the Turks. The 
property which Joussuf possessed in Turkey, 
as well as his harem and his family^ were 
sequestèred. The Captadn Fasha took the 
place of the Vizier, who was exiled to Gral- 
Kpolis. At the same time the siège of 
Schumla was raised^ Silistria abandoned; 
the Eussian army retked to Jassy^ in a 
complète state of disorganization^ and the 
Emperor retumed to St. Petersburg. 

On the 26th of January, Greneral Lan- 
geron took Kalé after two days* fighting ; 
Tumow surrendered on the llth of February, 
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fmd tliirty Turkiali ships were deatroyed 
before Nieopolfe. 

On the 18th of Februaxy^ Diebîtsdi j¥b» 
«ppoiiited coinmander-iii--cluef in the rooni 
ef Prince Wittgenstein, who toofc leav5& of 
Ihe anny on the 27th. Count Toll iras 
plaeed ai the head of the staff; Pre^deat 
Pahlen was recalled to St. Petefshorg^^ aad 
Langeron took his leave* The Eussiaii 
armj vm& augmented to làe number of 
inro hundred aad fottj thonsand men ; and 
twelve ships of the line were stationed in the 
Black Sea. 

On the 27th. of ^ Eehniary, Bear-^Admîral 
Kumaoî toofc the town of SizeboK, twenty- 
five leagues fromConstantinople» The Turks 
afiberwardB made an unsuccessfnl attempt to 
take possession of the redoubt^ which the 
Bnssians had thrown up in haste. 

On the 7th of Augnst the Bussians were 
attacked near Siliatria by a part of the gar- 
rison, which was repulsed^ and the city^ 
besieged On the same day, General Eoth 
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bad an engagements near Pravadj^ with 
ike new grnnd vizir, Beschid Paslia, and 
being reinforeed by General Wachter, he 
obliged the enemj to retreat: but the latter 
being succoured on th^a: retum, rallied to 
the charge, and did not desist till the even- 
mg> after both parties had suâtained consi- 
dëraèle loss. Major-Greneral Bînden waa 
kîilfid m this i^air. The Eussian cam- 
manda^-in-ebi^marched on ihe Ist of Jane 
to suceour !EU>th, and surrounded the Grand 
Vizir. On the llth of Junethe battle of 
£ulewtscha tœk place, which lasted four 
boiirs, during which the SiBsians, notwith-^ 
standing the superiority of their number^ 
suffered severely; the Grand Yizir forced 
bis passage through the Bussian armj, and 
oceupied a strong position, which he waa 
obliged to abandon the next day, with 
a loss which was estimated by the Kussians 
a^ fiye thousand killed and one thousand 
five hundred prisoners. The officiai bulletin 
cinaipared this battle to those of Kagul 
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find Eymnik, leaving it to history to place 
Diebitsch by the side of Bomanzoff and 
Suwarrow. The Greneral-in-Chief then 
caused proposais for peace to be made^ 
whicb however came to nothing. 

The news of this victory affected Silistrîa, 
the entire fortifications of which had been 
at length demolished. Some shells, which 
were thrown into the town, caused great 
terror; a mine, which opened a breach in 
the heart of the fortress, completely dis- 
couraged the besieged. The two Pashas 
capitulated, and, together with their garrî- 
son, surrendered as prisoners of war. The 
Russians entered the place on the Ist of 
July. 

In Asia, the opening of the campaign 
was retarded by a crime committed against 
the Ambassador at Téhéran. On the 12th 
of February, the Bussian légation attempted 
to detain an Armenian woman, who was a 
Bussian subject ; this circumstance excited 
the indignation of the populace, who pro- 
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ceeded in anns to the hôtel of the légation. 
Some of their party having been killed by 
the Cossacks^ the crowd massacred ail the 
persons attached to the légation^ with the 
exception of the Secretary^ who was absent 
at the time. The Shah^ to prevent any dis* 
agreeable discussion^ punished the guilty, 
and sent his grandson to St. Fetersburg to 
express to the Emperor his regret at the 
occurrence. Seing released from aU appré- 
hension on that side, Faskewitsch resumed 
hostilities in Aâia where Akhalzik was be- 
sieged by the Turks. On the 13th of May, 
General Bourzof defeated Achmet Khan. 
On the Ist of July^ Faskewitsch^ anticipating 
the junction of the Seraskier of Erzerum 
with Hagki Fasha^ in the yaUey of Zevine, 
niarched against the former^ whom he put 
to flight^ and on the next day defeated the 
lâtter whom he took prisoner; thirty-one 
pièces of cannon^ nineteen standards^ and 
fifteen hundred prisoners were the trophies 
of this two-fold yictory. On the 6th of 
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Jjsàj he took Hassan-^Khale, tke kerf <rf 
Erzerum^ the capital of Torcoiiianki whidh 
sarrefkdered on the 9th. 

Afler the taking of Sibstria, Greiienl 
Biebitsek resolved to eroeg tbe Balkan, 
wliile the Grand. Yizir expected him mides 
the wall» of Sehimila. The thiree eoftps 
foriaed înto two ccduim^i^ passed the rires 
Kamtshîk^ and easilj carried, ot tinsied 
the lîttle postft which the Turks had cffiosed 
to them. The Yizir attacked Râdig^ 
near Aidos^ on the 21st of Julj^ haA 
wai» repulsed^ and the Sussians in ooaase^ 
quence <xf thèse adyantages took posseasoa 
of Aidos and Kamahach. Halœ Pasha. mA 
not more suecessfiil than the Yizir iii his 
attack at Jamboli and Selimno^ whieh the 
Bns^ans took hj siasm ott the Util id 
Augn^t. 

On the 19th the Bnssiaoi armj waa st 
sîght of Adrianopla, which opened ita gâtes 
the next daj; thenee it marched coi to 
'SjnoB. M eaalime^ its rear mkài^ G^enerab 
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Stmmiir^ Geisxxiarji and Eirussowski ecmtî- 
nued to be severely harassed. 

The Fnissiaji gênerai. Baron Muffling 
Wfged tte Divan to conelude peace^ con- 
fûxmsiÀj to the instruction» whieh he had 
received firom his Govemment, after a visit 
which the Emperor Kicholas had paîd ta 
Berlin* On the 28th of Ai^ust, two Rus- 
sian negotiators^ Oount Alexis Orloff and 
Ccmxit Fabien arrived at Burgos, and the 
Torkish envoya^ Mehemet-Sadi Effendi and 
A]ml-£Adir-Bej repaired to the Eussian 
head-quartera for this same purpose; other 
ii^otiatlûDâ eommenced on the 30th^ and 
the treatj of peaçe was signed on the léth 
of September. Bussia retained the con* 
qaered territory borderîng on Imeritia and 
G^org^> Anapa^ Foti^ Akhalzik, &c., &c.^ 
and the Dardanelles were thrown open to the 
coouneice of ail nations. The Forte engaged 
to paj eleyen millions and a half of J)utch 
duoate m the course of eighteen months^ 
and give its. assent to the treatj of the 6th 
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of July, 1827, conceming Greece. Lastly^ 
it bound itself to restore to the Principa- 
litîes, the establishments on the leffc bank of 
the Danube. The hospodars were to be 
appointed for life, and the taxes hitherto 
paid in kind, were henceforward to be paid 
in money. 

On the 24th of May the Emperor was 
crowned at Warsaw. He pronounced on 
his knees a prayer, in whieh we observe the 
following words, ^'O my Lord, and my 
God, may my heart be always in Thy hand, 
and may I reign for the happiness of my 
people, and to the glory of Thy holy name, 
according to the charter granted by my 
august predecessor, and abeady swom to 
by me, in ordeir that I may not dread to 
appear before Thee on the day of the last 
judgment." ^ 

From Warsaw the Emperor and Empress 
proceèded to Berlin. 

Khosrow-Mirza, the son of Abbas-Mirza, 
came to St. Petersburg to implore pardon 
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for the crime of the 12th of February, 
1829. 

In February, 1830, two Turkish ambas- 
sadors arrived^ wbo obtained a déduction of 
ihree millions from the contrilTution im- 
posed on tbeir country. 

On the 28th of May the Emperor opened 
the Polish Diet, with a speech in the French 
language, and in a very lofty tone. Some 
complaints were heard in this assembly, to 
which the Czar paid little attention. Thèse 
complaints related to the suppression of 
publicity for the discussions of the Diet, to 
the restrictions on the press, the vexatious 
conduct of the police, and the cruelties of 
Constantine. 

The news of the révolution of the 30th 
of July was the spark that kindled the élé- 
ments of discontent which existed in War- 
saw. On the 29th of S^ovember the stan- 
daxd-bearers forced the entrance of the 
Belyidere palace; Grendre and Lubowickî 
were killed; Constantine escaped by a 
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secret door, and took refiige in the ranks 
of his guard. The Polish hussars flew to 
arms^ and seized on the arsenal. Oonâtàn- 
tîne had 10,000 men, and might hâve 
crushed the revolt in the hud; but hîs 
courage failed him, and he preferred eva^ 
cuating Warsaw. A provisional adminis- 
tration was instituted in that city, of whîcîi 
Prince Adam Ozartoryski was président, 
and Clopicki received the command of the 
troops. The new authority sent proposais 
to the Grand Duke*s camp, to which he 
was not authorized to accède. He retired 
înto Wolhynia. Clopicki was nominated dîc- 
tator, and the Diet was convoked for the 18th 
of December. It continued Clopicki in îiîs 
post, and formed a national council, to take 
the place of the provisional govemment. 

On the 24:th of December, Mdiolas pub- 
lished a manîfesto agaînt "the infamm^ 
treasons, which employed lies, threats, and 
delusive promises, in order to subject <iie 
peaceable inhabitants to a few rebels." 
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*^Tlie Pôles," sajB the manifeste^ "wlio 
4bfterso many misfortunes enjoyed peaee and 
T^ro^erity under the shadow of our power, 
'precipîtate theiaselves anew iato the abyss of 
i^voiutionand calamity^ are an€sssemblage qf 
tredvhus beingSy who, though alreadj seized 
^tii terror at the thon^t of the ehastise- 
ment whkh awaits them, dare to dieam for 
a fer mome&ts of yictoiy, a&d to propose 
^»>nditi)^s to Us, their lawfiil Sovereign!'* 

On the lOth of January, 1831, the Poks 
published a manifesto, stating their g^ev^ 
«nces. It contains the foUowing para- 
graphâ. ^^ The union of the ero^n <^ aa 
Antocrat and of a eonstitutional Kîng is 
Dne of those poUtical anomalies which 
eannot long exist. Everybody fcMresaw tfaat 
Uie kingdom would become the genu of 
libéral institutions for Bussia^ or succomb 
mider the iron hand of its despotism; the 
^^stio9i was soon decîded. Public instaruo- 
tim was corrupted; a System of obscuran^ 
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ism was orgaiiized; the people were shut 
ont from ail means of obiaining instruc- 
tion; an entire Palatinate was deprived of 
its représentation in the Oonncil; the 
Ghambers lost the facultj of voting the 
budget ; new burthens were imposed ; mo- 
nopolies were created, calculated to drj up 
the sources of the national wealth; and the 
Treasurj^ augmented by thèse measures, 
became the prej of paid hirelings^ infa- 
mous incendiary agents, and despicable 
spies." 

^^ Oalumn y and espionage had penetrated 
even into the privacy of families ; had in- 
fected with their poison the liberty of do- 
mestic life, and the ancient hospitality ^of 
the Pôles had become a snare for inno- 
cence. Personal liberty, which had been 
solemnly guaranteed, was violated; the 
prisons were crowded; courts-martial were 
appointed to décide in civil cases, and im- 
posed infamous punishments on citizens. 
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whose onlj crime was that of having atr 
tempted to save from corruption the spirit 
and the cliaracter of the nation/* 

Ail the proposais of Poland having been 
rejectéd with contempt by the Emperor of 
Bossia, war became inévitable. Gopickî, 
doubtfiil of success, resigned the office of 
IHctatoT^ and entered the Polish armj aa a 
private volunteer. He was succeeded in 
his post by Eadzivill, and afterwards by 
Skzynecki. 

On the 25th of January, 1831, the Polish 
Diet, on the motion of Prince Boman 
Soltyk, declared that the Emperor Mcholas 
had forfeited the throne; and in consé- 
quence of this bold step, the Bussian army 
inraded Poland in the month of February. 

The particulars of this heroic conflict are 
well known; such as the drawn battle of 
Grochow of the 19th and 20th; the sangui*- 
nary combat of Praga of the 26th of the 
same month; that of Ostrolenka of the 
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36th of May, in which tibe Boles so obsitî- 
nstely disputed a Tictory, ivUtch tlie Bo»- 
sians did not tvrn to account. The kurek 
wiiich Oe&eral Oeismar liad gaîned. in the 
war with Turkey^ were blighted in ibm eam- 
paign ; for on the léth of Janaary^ DwGt^ 
nicki took from him eleren pièces dT eaii-- 
tion ; on the 19tli he was beaten at Wàvet^ 
nxid together with Bosen, was defeated «t 
Dembewilkie. Nevertheles», ail the «t- 
tempts of the Pôles to raise an însnrrec- 
tion in Lithuania and Wolhynîa were inef- 
îectual, and only cansed the loss of tibe 
troops which had been sent to those pro- 
Tinees. On the 17th of April Kieatz de- 
feated Sierawski ; Budiger disconifited 
Dwemicki, and oblîged him to retreisA; înto 
ÂHstria, where his co^s was disarmed; 
Ghrzanowski «and Jankowski, who seeonded 
kim in Wolhynia, shared the «ame &tê. 
Okpowskî and Gielgud, having becsn beaten 
ai Wilna by Gênerai Sa<^en, took rt&aege 
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m IVossia^ whane the j àlso w&re disarmed. 
BembîzLski àlone was able to préserve his 
troops^ and take ^em back to Waxsaw. 

Biebitsch died on the lOtb of Jime, and 
the Grrami Ikike Constantine sixteen da^B 
a£ber. Paskewitsch took the coBimand of 
tàe troops, passed the Yistula on the â9tà 
%f Julj^ and on the 6th of September made 
the mémorable attack on Warsaw, whieh he 
^iteéed on the 8th. The vengeaaice ^rf 
ïf ididas was f earfiil. The ranquished were 
trëated as criminals; patrîotism and inde- 
feiidence, virtues whkh we shonld rejoîce 
to see posse^ed by the Bussians^ were im- 
çnted jts crimes té the Pôles. Siberia^ ûte 
Oaaca^us^ and tifê army^ weie filled mth 
thèse unhappy beings; Poland was înoorpoî- 
rated with Eussîa^ and, contrary to ail 
treaties, became a province of that empire. 
Every species of punishment was inflicted; 
and neither property nor the ties of family 
were respected. 

Europe, to which Poland had in vain 
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stretched ont her axms^ saw thèse enor- 
inities without protesting^ and snffered 
ail thèse crnelties to be exercised with 
impnnitj; bnt Heaven visited Bussia with 
its chastisements. Bevolt^ stifled on one 
side, rose in the very heart of Bussia 
herself. Two hundred officers perished at 
Ifovgorod and at Staraia Boussa. The 
ravages of the choiera were succeeded by 
&mine in 1833 and 1840. The public dis- 
tress was extrême. The winter palace at 
8t. Petersburg was destroyed by fire in 
1838; death deprived the Emperor of a 
beloved daughter. History in short^ the 
suprême judge of kings^ has not waited till 
Kicholas has ceased to lire or to reign^ to 
accuse him of tyranny. 
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Chapter n. 

GENERAL VIEW. 

Those who speak against Bussia are 
greatly mistaken. Men there enjoy a large 
share of freedom, and life upon the whole îs 
not without its attr.actîons. What îs there 
that men are not firèe to do? Take tea in 
the evening or in the moming în a cup 6r in 
a glass, with or without cream; take one, 
two, three, or forty cups if you hâve a 
mind; put sugar into your tea or hold it in 
your hajià, (v prikcmskow^y OT hang a pièce 
to the ceiling, and let each of the company 
taste it by tums; do, in this respect, just as 
you please. Mix water with your wine or 



78 BUS8IA UNDCB 

not, nobody will interfère with you. Drînk 
French or Spanish wines as you choose, or 
even Portuguese, if you please. WMte 
wine or red, you hâve your choice. Tou 
need be under no appréhension of spending 
ail your fortune: for the patemal Grovem- 
ment of Bussk has guaxdians for spend- 
thrifts. Eide in a droshki or in a chariot, 
with one or two horses; nay, even with four 
if you are a noble: you bave à ri^t to do 
BO, miless it be tnie, as is pfetended, thi^ 
the Emperor I^kbolas, c^ended at the lux- 
nry displayed by fiwme young peuple with- 
out titles, haa limited the prérogative of 
driviDg* with four horses to the dignitaries 
of the first four classes: let; your hœ-ses be 
of the same or of différent colours, — ^the 
choice is yours. Drive slowly « at Ml 
gallop^ provided you do oot rua m& 
mkjhoày, and if snch a nûsfortune ahouU. 
happen,^ you will escape with the toas 0|f 
your horses, and some cùupe ck bâton i» 
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jour eûadunan"*^. But jou mu&t take caret 
inA to pasa tbe £s)|)»or; eourtesj pre* 
acrîbes thk. »s a law^ aod propriety^ in ihia 
instanee^ iâ m accordance with the régula- 
tîimaL 

Do you pre&r a bnmette or a âûx ladjS 
paj jour eoiiii to Jker who takes jour fane j. 
Keep one woiiiau or two eliaudestixidj^ 
bsi da not commit adulterj; punishmeut 
amits jouy eve» tbough there should be np 
eomplrâit ou tiie part cif ike kusbàud; tliis 
ia justiee. Do not seduee a maideuy jou 
wWL he tampàloà to xoanj her« Beware 

* Baron DeTlinshausen, Adjutant- General to thè 
Empcaror, one day Inroke the file of camageB in a publie 
ptemeiuub. Tha Baliee laid tbe biame on bis caack*» 
mafi} and tbe Baron wrote a virulent lettfir to tbe 
Govemor-General of St. Petersburg. On Easter day, 
«)»n Ibfr wenfr in b» tant to eomplîment tbe Caar, tîie 
lafctur pfiidb,bîia ande^ tatjia^ tbat bedid net enhraee tbe 
dêtorbexa of public orden Tbe General tendered bis 
résignation^ and tbe Emperor sent bim tbe ribbon of 
the WbîteEagle, vbteb restored bim to tbe service. 
Thîs ift Ifae vfty îb ▼bicà fan^ tjpuxém are genotsUy 
madeupé 
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also of meddlîng with the pupils of ike 
théâtre^ unless you hâve a mind to pass 
some months in prison^ as happened to 
Prince V.: the Emperor is rery strict on 
this point. Do not dope either with a single 
or a married lady, if you do not choose to lose 
your rank, like Oount F., who, for haying 
married without the consent of his ^e's 
parents^ lost his rank in the guards^ and 
was transferred to the army. That he has 
since become Equerry to his Majesty îs 
owing to the circumstance of his having led 
the ass which carried the Empress across 
the mountains of Saxon Switzerland, a 
chance which not every one is likely to 
meet with. IN^otwithstanding ail this^ you 
may still act the part of a Bussian Favhlas. 
Without drawing down upon yourself any 
inconvenience, you may marry ten times in 
your life, provided you ask for your bride 
onlysuch as hâve not attained the légal 
âge for marriage. A divorce will be 
granted you as often as you hâve become 
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a husband, and your children cannot even 
.bear your name. The innocent always 
suffer for the guilty. 

Do you love the théâtre? You hâve 
every variety: the French, the Grerman, 
the Eussian^ and the Italian^ the opéra and 
ballets at St. Petersburg, Moscow^ and 
even at Odessa. If you prefer the French 
théâtre^ you must take care to put on a 
proper dress^ because the Emperor often 
fréquents it. Do not remaîn seated when he 
stands, nor applaud when he does not: ît 
would be at varîance with décorum. 

Employ whatever tailor you prefer; 
dress as you please, provided that there is 
nothing in your dress whîch may offend the 
Emperor. Beware of wearîng a beard; 
you would be poKtely invited to shave, for 
•the sîght of a beard affects the Emperor's 
nervès. Do not wear your hair too long : 
the Emperor îs bald ! 

^' Marry, you will do well !" as the Grand 
Duke Michael says. Do not marry, and 
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^^ra will do better. Jf you espoose the 
:dbEuaglite3r of soine great functionary^ you 
must first liave the consent of liis Majestjp 
^&e Emperotu This is logic. 
, Eetb-e to rest at wliat hour you lilu^ 
l^ass the night in gambling if you pleaâe, 
«only do not play at forbidden games^ ncr 
^ebsike toc high: your own servant nûglit 
denounce yôu to the police. Oonsult what- 
«yer physician enjoys your ec^denoe^' if 
rjou are so happy as to find hgooiimA. 
.Bçad the books which you prefer, ev^ 
such as are prohibited^ they are eadil^ 
jprocured. Write and publish, but sbictly 
:Obserte ihe existing laws on £he subjed^ 
land conform to the ideas of the Gorera:^ 
ment. The censorship would not exem^ 
you from responsibUity for «articles which 
it may kave sujQPered to pass unnotiiiei}. 
:"When you walk abroad, bow to the' Bm?- 
peror if you meet him, becâuse he is eXr 
tremely tenacious on this point ; bow also 
to the Grand Puke Michael^ even thoug|i 
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he ehouM never retum the comidîmené. 
Do not assume the chaxacter of a brawlar 
fOr a bully ; the capital îs the property of the 
Emperor, who ÎBsists on the observance of 
good manners and the publie peace. Do 
9ot sittoke in the streets, for fear of settmg 
somethîng on fire. Ton must be în the 
public service^ or at least hare been so;. 
tiûs is an established rule^ and jou are 
looked upon with an evîl eye if you are 
not. Ton hâve a variety to choose out of^ 
fiom the jacket of the hussar to the cuirass* 
of the herse^guard^ and the dress of a civil 
•functionary I Ohoose that branch of the 
service inwhich you hâve some relations cfr 
Bome connexions that may aid your pro- 
motion. 

Travel, if that kind of lîfe suits your 
taate. Every well-educated man ought to 
vîsît other countries. GrO even to IVance; 
tibe Emperor does not like it^ but he ivinb» 
at ît; but when there, conduct yourself 
mth prudence : do not meddle with writin^^ 

o2 
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. — do not connect yourself wîth any asso«^ 
ciation ; do not hâve anj intercourse with 
*nltra-liberals. K you are recalled to 
Eussîa, retumimmediately; y our obédience 
wîll mitigate the rigour of the banishment 
''whicb awaits you, and will shorten its 
duration, 

Wliat a happy lot is that of the Bussiati 
nobles ! they live like kings or demi-godsl 
A noble retired to bis estate witb a hand* 
some wife^ at the head of some thousands 
of peasants, with large revenues, passes 
days of delight, and enjoys an existence 
whicb bas not its parallèl in the whcde 
•world! You are absolute sovereign on 
your own estâtes : ail cringe and bow befc»:e 
you ; ail crawl in the dust, and tremble at^ 
the Sound ôf your voice* If you ordér a 
hundred or two coups de bâton to be în- 
flicted on Peter or John, your order will be^ 
executed, and his back will immediately 
become as bkck as a coal. Ton hâve 
,inerely to throw your handkerchief to any 



NICHOLAS THE' FIRST. fi5' 

TOman who pleases yon : you are not a 
Bultan for nothing. After all^ let us not 
inind those phîlanthropîsts who corne to us- 
from Europe : we hâve seen some^ and the 
most distinguished . of them, who openly 
reproached us with our rudeness, our 
eruelty, and who, having married noble 
Bussian ladies, and become the lords of 
tlieir estâtes and of their vassals, then say 
that there is nothing to be compared "to 
the life of a Boyard. Go, speechifiers, 
we know your value, and we know ours; 
preach morality to others : we hâve our 
own. 

This îs a complète picture of Bussîa. 
Men vegetate hère; they seek excuses for 
everything, and say that the end makes 
amends for ail. The noble imagines him- 
self free, and thinks that he has only to 
blâme himself if he exchanges bis liberty 
for.oflSces^ for distinctions, and becomes ^ 
servant instead of a sovereign master^ He 
has his court, bis résidence, bis estate — ^let 
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him remain there. The serf tMnks tlia 
his condition is natunil^ fixed bj the decrees 
of Providence, and that he would be infi- 
nitely more wretcbed if he were free. The 
military man thinks of nothing : he has no 
time leffc to do so, and he is kept in p^-- 
petual exercise to fill up his leisore, The^ 
civil officer thinks only of adoming ïm 
btttton-hole, or filling his pocket, and ail 
more hj the force of the iron Mrill of the 
^overeîgn* 

But in what direction are they moving P 
Towards a révolution ? This will long be 
impracticable, for the materials which con^ 
stitute a revolutionist are not to be met lYith 
in Bussia.. The few liberal-minded men 
who are found there look at their bayonet^ 
but let ail go on in iiie old way; and it will 
be long before the army revolts. Uo révo- 
lution is possible in Bussia, except in the 
palace, and only with the consent or by the 
command of the heirs to the Grown them« 
selvea. Thus Iwan Y. and Peter IIL dis-t 
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Oippeared at the sole order of Catherine IL; 
tàus JLIexander^ having to choose between 
lus owa exile and the foreed abdication of 
bis father^ dedded for the ktter ; but those; 
i^pointed to execH^te the plan went beyond* 
bis intentiostô. To judge bj ail appear-- 
ances^ one génération^ if not two^ munt 
pass before there can be a révolution îu 
Bossia. But the decrees of the Most High 
are inserutable ! 

With respect to probabilities, howerer, 
calculations are often erroneous. How fre- 
quently doeB a tempest break eut when it 
is least expected! The earthquaJce^ the 
iimndatiiMi give no previous indications of 
their eoming, and men often perish wheu 
they thinîk theœselYes the safest; révolu- 
tions bave always taken kings by surprise. 
The great loass of the people is excessively 
insfianunable; a spark coming perhaps evea 
firom Ûie Govemment itself, wiH speedily' 
kindle a conflagration. The Govamment 
it abeady uneasy; it is disquieted about 
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eveiything, and makes everybody unquiet^ 
and therebj does itself infinité harm. A 
mustachio on the lip of a citizen^ a beard 
on the chin of a civil functîonary, a mer- 
ehant without a beard^ suffice to inspire it 
witb appréhension. It sees in them in* 
dications, harbingers of civilization, of 
liberalism, of the storm which is brooding, 
It pursues them without mercy, and its poor 
subjects enclosed, hemmed in on every side, 
begin to think of liberalism, of which pre- 
viously they had not the least notion. 

Meantime ail is quiet^ men do not com^ 
plain openly, except where they are not 
afraid of being overheard, — at bome^ or in: 
some désert spot; they lower their voice in 
the towns; they do not breathe a syllable 
in the capitals; they groan and writhe' 
under the Impérial rod; they beat or are 
beaten; are either hammer or anvil; nay,. 
they are both at the same time. Happy 
those who can choose! The Emperor 
abuses his courtiers, and they revenger 
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tiiemselyes on theîr sub'ordinates, who not 
finding words suffîcîently energetic^ raise 
theîr hand agaînst those^ who in theîr turn^ : 
finding the hand too light^ arm thernselves 
wîth a stick^ which further on is replaced 
by the whip. The peasant is beaten by 
everybody; by his master^ when he con- 
descends so far to demean himself; by 
the steward and the starosta, by the 
public authorities^ the starKycoi or the 
is^avnik, by the first passer by, if he be 
not a peasant. The poor fellow on his 
part has no means to indenmify himself, 
except on his wîfe or his horse; and ae* 
côrdingly, most women in Bussia are 
beaten, and it excites one's pity to see how 
the horses are used. At St. Petersburg 
there is a continuai smacking of whips, and 
àll the blows &31 on those poor animais. 
Peter L, in his ardour for reform, ought 
to hâve substituted for the Russian whip, 
ar long lash, in using which the coachmen 
would lose their love of whipping, becàuse 
they only beat the air. 
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Will jon attetnd the levée of a Snssian 
peiit-maîiare, not exacUj one of the oM 
s^shool, but of à gentleman belonging to 
tiie clafis of tnzzeà and peifumed fiadhion- 
aUes^ who talk to jou of pliilanthrop y in. 
tliree ^or four languages^ ail v&j prett% 
mangled; who dance more or less agréer ^ 
Mj, and eren sing the Marseillaise? Let. 
us begm with the petit îecer. He com- 
mences with questioning his ralet about 
iàe weather^ tiie daj of the week and 
month ; and his ralet must answer off hand» 
The latter then prépares to dress his masterj^ 
putting on his socks and drawers while he is^ 
sfcill in bed; Ihen his pantaloons, whièk 
he fastens very carefdllj^ his robe da 
chambre, and his sUppers. After an in- 
numeraUe quantity (^ pipes, filled, lighted^ 
and waabed down hy an infinité number 
of cups of tea, the grand leoer conmienees» 
Hère the poor valet de chambre is certaîn 
of committing some bhmders, for whidoi h% 
receiyes as manj, or a hundred times as 
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rmjxj, cufSs aad kicks, applied indiffer^titl/ 
to everj part of his bodj* If lie niakes b0 
i&ifitake in any part of bis waituig, his own 
toilette is sure to be attacked^ and witk 
liûs his master. now begins to cheer hia 
beart and to divert bis min^ as well as to 
baye an opportonitj of being set ar-going# 
^You éxe alwajs as dirty aa a pig; your 
<0at is ont at elbows and tbreadbare ; your 
linen is slovenly ;" and lo t a sbower o£ 
blows fSEkll . beavily upon tbe iinfortunate 
talet* 1^0 inquiry is made wbetber ike 
poor wretcb bas tbe means of attiring bim*» 
self more seemly, and it is weH known tbati 
bandsome elotbes are forbidden bim, I^ 
%roiigb açme nnexpected good fortune^ na 
ÊMlt can be fonnd with bis costume, excep^ 
tion is taken at bis face ; eitber it is dirty^^ 
or il is melaaicholy, and, in eitber case, be is 
bfiaten, pincbed, and knocked on tbe &ce 
and bead, and bandfuls of bair are tom oui 
by tbe roots, by bis indignanft master^t 
Wby do yoti loc^ so sidky— lift up yon» 



ff 



k^ 



1 



92 RUSSIA UNDER 

head — ^look your master in the face ? Are* 
you afraid of him? ^I do not like that 
gloomy air ; any one who saw you would 
suppose that I tyrannized over you ; that 
you are unhappy wîth me. Are you so? 
Let us see !'' And the crouching valet is 
obliged to answer^ " Uo, my Lord, I am 
very well satisfied with your service ! " 

If a lady Tnshes to chastise a man, she 
eâlls for another, and orders him to box 
the culprit's ears in her présence. 

The master of the police beats the com- 

Inissary of the quarter ; he again the police 

officer, who, in his tum, takes revenge on 

the soldier of the city, who vents his ill- 

humour on the first individual with whom 

it is possible for him to find the most trifling 

fault. 

. *' Natunm expellas furca tamen usqae recurret" 

The Bussian imbibes the mania of beat- 
ing with his mother's milk, and this mania 
does not leave him on this side the tomb. 
**The first blow with a fist which I received 
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.in a foreign country for a stroke of the 
whîp, was mj first lesson on liberty," said 
/Prince K* * * * ; and if I were per- 
mitted to speak of mjself^ I would sajr, that 
I do not pass a dajr ont of my country, 
without better understanding the rights of 
liberty and of humanity, without more duly 
.appreciating the worth and the dignity of 
man ; and if I remain abroad^ it is precisely 
«becanse I perceive that I grow better by 
doing 80. What shall we say ? 

There are things which seem to pervade 
'the air itself: the tastes^ the habits of a 
country are acquired involuntarily. The 
Marquis Oustine^ affcer a résidence of three 
months in Eussia^ grew so cruel^ as ta 
suflfer a foal to run for a whole stage by its 
.mother's side. Europeans hare become 
cannibals by living among savages. Let 
the Eussîans be allowed to become free 
with free men; and if I now write, it is 
that there may be no remains of ail the 
atrocities which are continually committed 
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In Bnssia in the face of àay. There is à 
national proverb, which says, ^^ Do net throw 
-the dnst out of doors/' and hence the honab 
becomes and remaind diitj. We shonld 
reverse the phrase^ and say, ^ Sweep yoir 
Toom as often as possible.'^ ^Wash joio* 
dirty linen at home/' it is saîd; bnt, îf 
the fAmUj neglects this duty, onght not 
strangers to be called in to help ; pnblicity 
and exposnre to the light of day will do 
far more than Lnperial decrees. It is 
through their feelings that even the igno- 
rant mnst be gâined. Men are much moré 
'easily corrected of their fanlts when they 
hâve been obliged to blush for them^ than 
when they hare only had to snffer for them. 
Publicity is the salvation of the world, and 
would be that of Bussia^ if it were suffered to 
penetrate there. Open the doors of thfe 
•tribmials^ and justice wiU take her seat 
there. Publish the acts of the Gover- 
nment, and it will become better ; let it bè 
well understood that suprane justice, which 
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:zi0tliiBg: eâcapes^ exists &ot onlj in the 
mti^et world^ but aka in this^ There ia a 
^bunâly at the bar of which we mxisA 
appear^ eren during our li^ — ^it is tbë 
iaibnnal of publie opinion: let ihe wicked 
Iremble^ and let the good r^oiee ! 

Sadi are not the thonghts of the Su»- 
sfams of the old school. Foreign countiies 
htve liothing io teach them, and the rési- 
dence which thej make ihere cures them of 
(theÎT notions of liberty whidi they nmy 
fhave taken with thenu In France^ they 
nsij, they can get none to serve them^ for 
afl act as masters, and treat them like 
,€quals; there is no obédience^ and consei- 
'quently there <»n be no order. ^^ We wiH 
hâve none of this régime. The Gtorem^ 
ment is week, despised abroad^ little re- 
tspected at home^ whereas aU tremble at thie 
rname and sight of our Czar. Immorality 
IS at its height in France, everything is 
fV&mli, pecuktion is universal.'* 

^ Tbere is almost as much despotism hère 
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as among us ; despotism nuis in the veina 
of the Prench, and whereyer the law leaves 
him some arbitrary power, the agent of the 
Public Adminstration indemnifies himself 
for ail the checks on his will, which he othei^ 
THse meets with« Interest alone guides 
France. See how the shopkeeper humbly 
bows to a customer in a caniage^ he who 
behaves so proudly when he goes to visît 
some unfortunate wretch who lires in a 
garret. It is interest again which site in 
the Parliament; we there hear only the 
déclarations of those who désire to rise, or 
of those who hâve lost ail hopes of doing 
80. Public opinion is in the hands of a • 
few private individuals, who deal with the 
press as with a. pièce of merchandize^ and 
sell themselves to the highest bidder. If 
the Emperor pleased^ he might hâve the 
whole of the press on his side, and the 
Parisian joumals would combat each other 
to obtain his rubles. They live only on 
gratuities from the Govemment; and serve 
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theîr subscribers at the expense of tbe 
Goyemment which pays them." 

Is it worth while to réfute attacks of thîs 
nature? Foreigners are wrong thus tO 
calumniate France; they ought to recoUect 
tbat if they eat^ drînk^ and clotbe them- 
selves, it is thanks to tbat country, wbicîi 
bas taught and still teaches them the true 
enjoyment of thèse trifles, which constîtute 
the sum of life. French cookery is without 
dispute the best in the world, and that which 
foreigners prefer; French wines are superîor 
to ail other; fashions, fiimiture, &c., are 
everywhere brought from Paris ; and when 
other nations shall désire to be free, it is 
from France again that they wiïï bave to 
leam the lesson. 

'^N^ever Write against Eussia. Whoever 
uses bis pen against bis country îs a mur- 
derer." Thus one of the most distinguished 
men of that country, once caused me to be 
told. This be said at a moment when the 
- Government had. ordered the séquestration 

VOL. I. H 
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«f my propertj, «nd endeairoured to de^ 
prire me of eveiy means of subsistenoe. 
Patriotisme even in the opinion of tliis enod- 
iient man, was superior to the love of tmiJok, 
and the fear of making known in frareign 
.çountries the ùnùts of his own^ suipasaed, 
in hime the désire of seeing them remedied. 
Must we wait tilltruthfindsherwaytolluâr- 
sia? Our génération will not see the liberty 
of the press established there. ForeiguetB 
hare too manjr means of knowing our de- 
fectsy either by visiting our country^ or bjr 
leaming our language^ and the imperfect 
knowledge which they thus acquire^ is fi:^- 
quently more unfayourablo to us, than tibe 
naked truth itself could be. 

We, more than any othçx natioD^ ha^e a 
lawM title to the iadulgenee and the re<- 
. âpect of Eurc^^ Scarcely em^ged froia 
barbarism, we are proceeding with ra^bd 
strides in civilization ; and in part, at least^ 
we may console ourselves for our fietults^ bgr 
^looking at the defects of othei»» I shouii 
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be unpardonable if I took pleasure îu ex- 
hibiting the Eussian nation in an ùnfayour- 
able light, — ^far from it; it is a very painful 
task to me, and one which I perform with re- 
luctance ; but I regard it as a sacred duty, 
which no considération must deter me from 
performing. Few persons, I am willing to 
believe, will find themselves in my position, 
and as a compensation for ail the evil 
which results from it, it would be madness 
aot to profit by the only good which can be 
derired from it. I bave not called down 
pers^utioB on mysel^ as the friends of the 
Govenuuent think fit to say ; quite the con- 
tnxy^ I hâve donc every thing to ayert it ; 
but as the forlonx hope of civilisation, it is 
my duty to défend it at ail risks. 

I love my country as much as any man, 
but I k>ve mankind more; and should I 
,even make enemies of my dearest friends, I 
ahall not cease to oppose everything which 
is a violation of the universal and imperish- 
Mlie laws of social order« 

h2 
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Chapter in. 

ASPECT OF THE COUNTRY. 

I QUiTTED Bussîa for the first tîme in the 
spring of 1836. The road from Moscow to 
St. Petersburg was covered with snow^ whîch 
was falling there though it was the 21st of 
May, (O. S.) We had a speedy and pleasant 
voyage across the Baltîc, and in three days 
and a half we landed at Travemunde. I 
fancied that I had trod on another planet ; 
the almanac indicated a distance of twelve 
days between the two countries, but to 
judge by the appearance of nature, there 
was a différence of months. The grass was 
as green in Germany as it was yellow in 
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Bussîa; the wheat^ which I had left just 
springing up^ had hère almost attaîned its 
fiill grow^h; the trees appeared clothed 
with ail their beauty, whereas in Bussia 
there were neither fruit nor leaves, and we 
ourselves arrived hère, wrapped in our 
warm furs* 

The happiest day in the life of a Eussian 
is incontrovertibly that on whieh he jour-* 
nies from Travemunde to Lubeck, îf othing 
can be compared to his Jiappiness ; his eu- 
riosity is highly excited, everything gives 
him an agreeable surprise ; he leaves firo^t 
, behind him ; a brilliant sun shines over his 
head, and effiises rays whieh are ail rays of 
hope. He enjoys life, in the full sensé of 
the expression ; he has no longer reason to 
désire Paradise, for he has seen it hère on 
earth. It would be diffieult to find exprès-» 
sions adéquate to the enthusiasm whieh the 
Bussians feel and manifest, more or less 
openly, under thèse cireumstanees. 
This sentiment is modified according tq 
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the age^ character^ and preceding expé- 
rience of each person^ and assumes as 
manj différent forms as tbere are indi-» 
TÎduals ; but in all^ it resembles a kind et 
intoxication. Thèse new pilgrîms are almosfe 
ready to kiss the ground they tread, like na- 
vigators who discover new lands ; they can 
hardly refrain from adoring the suu which 
they sainte as the star of another wcwld 
and the prophet of another life— a life ot 
happiness and joy*. 

A year and a hàlf afterwards I retumed 
ta my country by way of Prussia. I ap- 
proached it with a trembling heart^ fearing 
tiiat it would bear no comparison with ibe 
lands which I had visited^ not knowing 
whether I should find indemnification suffi-- 
dent for the déceptions which I expec^ed» 
I was like one who îs going again to see his 
betrothed after a long absence. Will she 
love me ? Shall I love her i Shall we soit 

* I expressed thèse ideas on my returu from abroad 
in a Russian Reriew, 1838/ ^ 
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each other f What can I do for her ? What 
will she le înclined to do for me? Siich 
were the questions which agitated mjmind» 

At eveiy step that I proceeded^ I foimd 
more and more indications that I was ap- 
proaching my native home. The Duchy of 
Posen offers a pretty decîded foretaste of 
it. I agam saw^ the grey caftans wom by 
the Bussian peasants; the cold became 
more intense and the snow deeper and 
deep^. It was in the month of March ; I 
had quitted the opening spring and was pro* 
ceeding to the depth of winter. It was the 
reverse of what I had experienced at my 
departore. 

We conrageoœly met the cnstom-honse 
^cers and enconntered nothing nnplea-^ 
fl&nt; they mademe pay heavily for the 
importation of gloves and cigars; but they 
saffered a smelIing-*bottle and a collectioii 
of handkardii^ . to pass^ and above ail they 
hiid ihe courtesy not to tonch my papers. 
Thus fier I was satbfied, but some foreignera 
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who accompanied me did not fare so well, for 
the officers disputed about everything, and 
even found fault with theîr linen and their 
clothes^ wMch they declared were too new, 
I entered the country at day-break, ancl 
the first incident which attracted my atten-* 
tion was a blow with the whip, which my pos-» 
tilion gave a peasant who Vas passing harm- 
lessly along in a low sledge. My heart was 
wounded; the peasant said not a word^ and 
received the blow on hîs back, taking care 
to stoop a little. The postilion was satîs«- 
fied with himself; and a complacent smile 
passed over his countenance. For a mo- 
ment I thought of tuming back again. ^^ It 
is still," exclaimed I, sadly and thoughtfuUy, 
^* the country of the knout!'' A succession 
of painful ideas rose before me, while the. 
sledge glided rapidly along over an océan 
of snow, which oflfered not the slightest 
diversion to my melancholy thoughts. 
. Lithuania spread before me in ail its 
Xttonotony, I entered dirty and infected 



NICHOLAS THE FIRST. 105 

villages, inhabited by Polisli Jews. I saw 
them wearing strange Turkisli-looking tur- 
bans, and dressed în long tunics, I seemed 
to be transported into Asîa, Thus anotber 
foretaste realized my project of a joumey to 
the East. ^^ The barbarism wbich we can- 
not avoid," said I, " is surely quite sufficient; 
its aspect bas notbîng so attractive nor so 
interesting as to encourage us to brave, for 
its sake, the dangers of such a distant jour-, 
ney. An hour's conversation with civilized 
men îs much more désirable than years 
spent in studying savage manners and rude 
customs. Let others pursue the study of evil, 
I hâve enough to do to fathom the good." 

The cold continued to increase, and I 
90on felt a dijQiculty in breathîng; the wind 
stifled my breath, and hindered me from 
speaking, I liad taken the précaution to 
provide myself with an excellent bear-skin. 
pelisse, but my shoes being too thin, my 
feet were soon frozen; I will say no mori^ 
of the remainder of my joumey, It i$ 
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prettj well known what traveUing in Snssia 
is. Wîtli the exception of the road firom ^ 
Petersbarg to Moscow^ whidi is the fines! 
eausewaj in Europe^ and where tliere are reiy 
handsome hôtels at ahnost everj stage^ we 
no where find roads worthy of the name^ 
or any kînd of resource for travellerB. On 
the south the canseway does not go bejond 
Tala^ and on the road towaf ds western Sa-* 
rope, it stops at îf arva, whieh is only forty- 
^e leagues from St. Petershnrg. It is diffî-^ 
cuit to obtain provisions suffirent to satisfy 
even the most moderato appetite^ except in 
the govemment towns ; the postmasters can 
indeed provide bouiUotte, but seldom tea; 
also a bed^ but sheets are an unheard-of 
kxury, save in the German proyinces. 
Accordingly, the traveller, who bas any 
regard to comfort^ is obliged to drag witb 
him ail the requisites of a houséhold^ firom 
l^e cook to the kitchen utensils^ and even 
to the lAeets on bis own bed. The hotel% 
«Yen in the capital towns^ are filthy beyond ail 



' NICHOLA8 THE FIRST. 107 

cdnceptîon, and swann with vennin, and even 
ftose Trtiich receîre travellers are not firee. 

^e rapidity of travelling post in Bnssis 
i& great^ but it has often been exaggerated, 
forit b 7 no means exceeds tbat of the Erench 
ttttdls. Prîvate persons obtain the privi- 
lège only by means of money or blows^ and 
they lose the advantages of it by the delays 
which they expérience at the stages where 
they change horses. This is an operalicm 
which îs perfonned very leisurely: the 
îopes of the hamess freqn^itly break; some- 
tunes there are no horses; nay, perhaps just 
*8 you are stepping into your carriage^ your 
horses are taken away to be hamessed to 
tîiat of some person high in office^ who 
has arrived unexpectedly. There are no 
pablic diligences^ except on the roads to 
Moscow and Biga^ and a wretched vehide 
is the only accommodation that the post- 
master is able to place at the disposai of 
travellers. 
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ISo îdea can be formed of the petty vexa^ 
tions which strangers expérience on theÎF 
arrivai at St. Petersburg, and the Prench 
are more exposed to them tlian any other 
people. After very long and very circum- 
stantial déclarations on a variety of topîcs 
whîcli they give in yniting, they are subject 
to an inquisitorial examination by tbe chief 
of the secret police, of which the following 
is a spécimen: — 

^^ What are your intentions in comîng to 
Eussia?" said General Duvelt, to a French-» 
man of my acquaintance, 

^^I wisbto become acquainted with the 
comitry." 

" You bave cbosen a very bad season for 
that purpose." 

'^I tbougbt that winter was the best time 
to study Kussia." 

^^ I beg your pardon; summer is the best,: 
You hâve been in the army, Sir?" 

'^Yes, Ihave." 
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'' And of course you are anxious to make 
yourself acquainted with ail tliat conceras 
our army?" 

''I do not aspire to that; I hâve long 
fiînce leffc the service, and hâve not retained 
mnch taste for anything relating to it.'' 

" Do you think of making a long stay în 
Bnssia?" 

'^Somemonths.** 

*^And by what rente do you intend to 
leave it?'* 

^^ I intend to retum by way of Odessa and 
Constantinople.** 

^^Shall you enter into the French ser- 
vice V' 

"My past and présent affairs may be in 
your province, the future concems myself 
alone.'* 

^^I am reaUy ashamed of having asked 
you ail thèse questions, but my duty re- 
quired it." 

Pushkin has well described St, Peters- 
bttrg in a f ew words: ^^A sumptuous city, 
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a poor citj, the appearanee regular, the fir- 
mament of heayen of a pale green : glooi% 
cold, and granité/* 

The houses look handsomer at a distance 
ihan dose at hand ; they are of brick in- 
stead of stone or marble ; the buildings are 
constnicted for show^ rather than for diora- 
bility^ and fall to decay as quicklj as thej 
spring up. il^or is there anj taste in the 
gênerai arrangement. The sqiiares are 
large wastes^ and verdure and fountainsare 
tibdngs unkno¥m. While at Berlin jou hâve 
the Thiergarten, at Vienna the Frater^^ at 
London a number of paxks, at Paris Les 
Champs Elisée, at St. Petersburg you baye 
nothing but a mean sununer garden. The 
appearanee of some parts of the city^ espe* 
cially the quajs, is imposing, and there are 
fine churches^ bridges, and monuments. The 
reignmg Emperor bas largely contributed 
to the embellishment of St. Petersburg^ 
but tbis he bas done in common with great 
Bionarcbs, as well as with great tjrantau 
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The ostentation and ranitj which they di&- 
fkj strikes every eje; tlie letter IS. appears 
tok ail the bridges along the causewaj to 
Jfoscow. 

St. Petersburg is a foreign city^ a c<»nf- 
I^ete imitation; Moscow is a national, 
and altogether Eussian capital; the former 
is the Impérial résidence, the latter 
the metropolis. Petersburg is a motley 
collection of citizens and courtiers, of 
strangers and men in office; Moscow is the 
lesidence of the nobiUtj, and the seat of 
manufactures. Hère the streets are nar^ 
rower and more varied, the inhabitants are 
more sociable, less distruslful, and more 
engaged in serious and really useful occu- 
pations. ProTincial gossip is a good sub*- 
stitute for the intrigues of the court, but 
the immorality of the latter does not spread 
its snares hère. The absence of the mili- 
tary adds to the tranquilliiy of life, while it 
lessens the attractions of fashionable societj, 
and the pomp of processions. The Tarions 
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brancbes of the police, officiai and secret, 
are less prominent, and even escape the 
eyes of the inhabitants. AU this powerfnll j 
contribntes to the charm of life, and makes 
Moscow the qniet retreat of those who bave 
other notions of happiness than promotion 
in the Impérial service* 

The thousand and one churches, wbich 
are ail built in the national style of archi- 
tecture, and the convents, equally rich 
and numerous, tend to keep up the genuine 
Muscovite piety. The historical réminis- 
cences which float over Moscow recal days 
of trial and of suflfering, of trouble and 
of discord, and bind to that city ail truly 
Eussian hearts. They hold out to them 
the promise of fair days of future liberty, 
and console them for the want of the 
splendeur which they bave at St. Peters- 
burg, by the remembrance of the tyranny 
which they would rejoice to see entombed 
in the marshes of that capital. 

With the exception of Odessa, which is 
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entirelj an Italian cîty^ and the most 
adranced point of European civilization on 
the £assian soil^ the other towns of the 
empire resemble mde villages, which differ 
only in their extent. The principal, and 
ahnost the sole omaments of ail the cities 
of the interior, are the chnrches, which are 
more or less handsome, and always very 
nmnerous ; and govemment buildings some 
pf which are fine, standing in very spa* 
<ïious and unifonn squares. The towns are 
ïll-paved, scarcely lighted by night, and 
contain a far greater number of wooden 
houses than of stone buildings. 

The Gastinoï-^wor (the Eussîan bazaar) 
is the indispensable ornament of aU the 
towns. It is composed of a file of shops 
adjoining each other, and compri^ed in one 
édifice, distînguished by a variety of rich 
merchandize. It breaks the monotony of 
the town by the perpétuai cries of the shop- 
keepers, who seize upon the customers, or 
diq)ute with the purchasers. 

VOL. I. I 
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The Russîan villages are exdosivelj 
composed of wooden huts, coTered vntii 
'{hatcb or planks^ andform one atreet, whîch 
Î8 often excessîvely long,întersected by sheds 
and ornamented with one or two clinrches. 

This'mode of building renders fires fré- 
quent and dangerous. 

The almost total absence of mountmns 
Smparts a wearisome uniformity to Rnssian 
landscapes ; the only ones in the interior of 
the empire are sufficîently characterized by 
theîr name, Ekvatwn Flate. Scarcely any 
trees flourish in TJpper Rossia^ except the 
pine, the fir, and the bîrch. There the towns 
and villages are very rare, and even isola- 
ted habitations are scarcely to be met with. 
The désert commences at the gâtes of St. 
Petersburg, and extends, with few interrup- 
tions, in ail directions, although under a va- 
TÎety of names and partial changes of aspect. 
Sand and morass dispute the possession of 
the soîl. Even agriculture leaves a third 
part of the cultivated ground fallow, and 
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Juilf of the land uncultlyatecL To the soutli^ 
m, eiitering the govemment of Orel, the 
ûiee of thecomitrj changes, and the cliinale 
«t the same tîme sensibly improves. Yege* 
table moiild succeeds to the clay and sand 
wMch predominate in the northem pro- 
▼inces; thejegetation becomes manifestly 
more rich and vigorous, and the air nûlder^ 
bat the wealth of the people does not keep 
paee with thèse improvements in nature. 
The want of commimications^ and the dij»^ 
tance of the centres of commerce, deprive the 
country ci markets, and keep down the priée 
of provisions, which is so much the lower 
in proportion to their great abundance*^ 

The climate in the north of Bussia is 
extremelj rigorous ; in winter the thermo^ 
meter is often brokén by the eflfect of the 
€oId^ and leaves no means of ascértaining 
zte intensity. Winter begins in October, and 
ends in April; ail the other seasons are 
comprised within five months, which justifies 
the proverb, that in Bussia there are two 

i2 
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wînters^ one white and the other green. 
In fact^ there are fréquent frosts during 
the night^ even in summer^ and the tem« 
perature suddenly changes from one ex-* 
treme to the othen At noon the heat 
is quite African^ and at eight o'clock in the 
evening you are forced to wrap yourself up 
in a cloaL 

There îs no other country where the 
number of ugly women is so great^ and of 
pretty women so small^ as in Bussia. In the 
higher ranks of society only^ and in the 
provinces^ at a distance from the great 
road3^ we find models of real beauty. In 
gênerai the women are very robuste while 
the men are remarkable for^their beauty. 
Civilization^ éducation^ and sensibility are 
almost the exclusive portion of the women, 
and their superiority io the men is in- 
contestible in everything that regards thé 
cultivation of the mind. This phenomenon 
is accounted for by the différent mode 
of life pursued by the two sexes. The in- 
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tellectual facultîes of the men are absorbed 
by the ambition of rising, of décorations^ 
and tshinns ; wlûle contempt of leaming, 
especially in the army, is fashionable ; 
but happily this fashion does not extend 
îts influence over the ladies. 
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Chapter ly. 

CHARACTER OF THE PEOPLE. 

There îs no task at the same tîme more 
complex, more embarrassing, and more un- 
grateful than that of drawing the cliaracter 
of any people. It is often difficult to define 
the cliaracter of an individual : how much 
more so, then, must it be, to delineate that 
of a whole nation, and especially of a nation 
like Bussia, which is a compound of so 
many races. As men of genius and idiots 
are found among ail people, whence none 
can prétend to a monopoly of the one or of 
the other, so cold hearts are found in hot 
countries, and impassioned men and womeu 
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in âîgid climates. We are therefore autho* 
rized to Mj, that capacities and sentiments 
are not regulated bj the geographical posi- 
tion of a couniry, or by the origin of na- 
tions, but rather by individualities. Vanity 
aod pride^ duplicity and falsehood, egotism 
and avarice, are vices common to ail me% 
and it would be very difficult to say wbe- 
tixer they are more gênerai in one nation 
than in another. We perceive, also, that 
ail nations, from tbe French and the Bus- 
aums, to the Chinese and the Jews, are, or 
may be almost equally cf^urageous and 
moral ; thèse qualities only vary according 
to circumstances, or assume différent forms 
as appljring to diverse objects. Civiliza- 
tion^ besides, fills up, more and more, the 
distance between nations, smoothes the 
différences which distinguish them, and 
tends to generalize their characters. In 
Hussia it has this effect more than else- 
where, because it did not arise there spon- 
taneously, but was imporied from foreign 
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countries^ and inoculated on the people at 
one stroke. But as its work is not com- 
plète, the character of the people îs not yet 
definitively formed, and its actual state is 
one of transition. In order thoroughlj to 
appreciate it, we must studj it in ail the 
shades caused by the différences of origin, 
of classes, and of occupations. But as 
there are, nevertheless, several gênerai 
points conunon to ail thèse varieties, and 
others which are peculiar to the Bussian 
nation, we wiU endeavour to lay hold of 
them, though fdlly aware how thankless 
such an undertaking is ; for we never praise 
a nation sufficiently to please it, and the 
blâme which we lay upon it, howerer well 
founded it may be, invariably wounds its 
susceptibility. 

The Bussian is naturally good and mild, 
more so than other nations : this is a point 
which is generally conceded. He still re- 
tains something of his primitive barbarism^ 
as he has already borrowed some of the 
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defects of modem civilization ; but^ on the 
whole^ he merits esteem in more than one 
respect^ and if he does not decay before he 
is ripe (a puérile and absurd fear), if the 
Goremment does not cause him toreceive an 
impression whicb it would afterwards be toc 
late to efface^ bc maj in time rise bigh in 
public opinion. 

A bad, and unbappily too common pen* 
cbant^ in thîs people^ is that of cheating. 
N^ot finding a wortby and sufficient occupa* 
tion for bis mind^ tbe Eussian tums bis 
attention to fraud^ wbicb be considers as an 
easy means of rising in tbe world. Tbis is 
an effect of tbe want of civilization and tbe 
fruit of slayery. Kot feeling bis strengtb, 
or not daring to make use of it^ be bas 
recourse^ in most instances^ to craft. Tbis 
is also a proof of bis miserj^ not knowing 
any remedy for bis sufferings^ and unable 
to escape tbe evîls wbicb overwbelm bim, 
bé is more liable tban anotber to fall into 
fatal derelictions^sucb as cbeating^ drunken*» 
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nem, and gaokeral delwicherj. But tlia 
yerj abberrations of mind, tnaj serve as a^ 
criterion of bis ingenoity; tbe SwiBiaa 
£duurper inaj mal tbe most adroit in tiie 
wwld, and surprising instances of bia knayerj 
are adduced« 

An of&cer being wamed tbafc robberie» 
were committed in tbe steamers^ on tbeir^ 
d^parture for foreign coontries^ carefolly 
kept bis bandsin bis pockets wbile diatting 
witb a friend of wbom be came to take 
leave. Tbe bell rung; be embraced Im, 
friend^ and immediatelj put bis handfi into 
bis pockets, bat found tbem emptj» 

Anotber laid bis e je-glass on tbe cotinter 
of a refresbment room at a tbolttre, and 
watcbed it rerj attentivelj, but wben be 
nûsed a tumbler to bis lips^ tbe eje-glass 
vanisbed. 

lifot to repeat facts wbieb maj bave bap- 
pened in otber countries, or wbicb occur 
everywbere^ witbout our being able to 
détermine the place of tbeir oiigin^ I iinll 
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mention one that happ^ied to myself. 
Beiiig on mj way from Twer to Moscow^ I 
ImecL a coaclunan wlio waâ to drire me By 
aœrtain time to the latter city. On the wajr 
thither^ during ilie night^ he aflked me for 
jHurt of ihe monej agreed upon. Bemg 
svaJkened on a sudden^ I gare him eight 
rables more tban he was entitled to, and 
wfaicli I did not perceiye till the next day^ 
A &»-tmgIit afterw ards he saw me on the 
same xoad^ recognised me, and came up 
]K>hling his hat in his faand. I thought he 
was going to retmn the rubles, and waa 
delighted at haying met with sudb an 
kdnest man, but how great was my surprise, 
when I fomid that he came to demand 
eight rohles more, saying that, in my sleep, 
I had made a mistake in the reckoning. 
The tridc was so absurd, tiiat I could not 
he angry, and the man actually made no 
difficnlty in acknowledging that he was 
wxong, as 80(m as I gaye him crédit for 
hisingennity! 



124 RUSSIA UNDER 

Gheating îs carried to such excess in 
Bussia^ that one might be tempted to saj, 
it is in the air or in the blood. Russian 
commerce and manufactures are unques- 
tionably the most dishonest in the world. 
China and England hâve had equal reason 
to complain of it. The Ohinese^ who are 
too suspicions to receiye, without examinar* 
tion^ the rolls of Bussian cloth^ find pièces' 
of wood inside; the English receiye grease 
instead of tallow. Their Govemment has 
in vain repeatedlj ptotested agaînst thèse 
abuses^ and the Emperor has in vain issued 
decrees to suppress them. A Frenchman^ 
who was appointed by the Government to 
unmask ail this fraud, was well mgh kiUed 
by the manufacturers; and the officers havé 
evidently not been proof agamst the sedùc* 
tions which he resisted, for his denuncia- 
tions hâve had no effect. 

The petty shopkeepers live only by 
plunder: you purchase an article in a shop^ 
and take a différent one home with you ; 
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jovL must be always on your guard. AU 
servants are notorious thieyes^ especiallj the 
cooks and coachmen. It maj be pretty 
much the same every where, yet it is never 
carried to sncb excess as in Russia: there 
the officers^ even of the public administra* 
tions^ seize eagerly with both hands; they 
do not wait till you give them something, 
but they beg and bargain with you, accept 
large présents, and do not disdain the most 
trifling. Drunkenness is no where so com- 
mon as in Bussia. This may be traced to 
various causes: such as porerty, despair 
arismg from the precarious state of things, 
the want of security for property, the 
uncertainty of the future, and, above ail, 
the lack of éducation. Time, and the 
Government, may do much to remedy thèse 
evils ; the first, by enlightening the masses^ 
and the second, by seeking more honour- 
able sources of revenue than the distilleries, 
of which it retains the monopoly, by making 
îtself the first tavem-keeper in the country* 
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Manual skill in a talent pecnliar to tbe 
Bussians; withont any instrament^ sare Im 
luttchet^ the peasant succeeds in the mort 
eomplex constructions and délicate carring 
in waod* The intrepidity and dexterî£j ci 
the jommejman masons is reallj snrpriâiBg: 
thej are seen snspended at immense 
hdghts wœrking with great précision. 

The Bnssian possesses^ in, a rerj high 
degree^ the tàcvitj of imitation^ and it ds 
unjust to refuse him that of invention. 
Hitherto^ he haa had enongh to do to re- 
produce what has been done bj others; 
when he has no more to imitate^ he will be 
able to create. In point of intelligence^ as 
well as in the gênerai traits of character^ 
the Bussian holds the middle place between 
the Frenchman and the German; he has^ at 
times^ the profoundness of the one and the 
brilUancy of the other. He is less phlëg-* 
inatic than the Grerman^ and less ^parklîng 
than the Frenchman; morë practical than 
the former^ less inconstant thasi the latter; 
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and less a slare to routine ihan either. 
Snsgian^ or raiher Sclayonian intelle^ 
mûtes in itself both thèse éléments^ and 
eondliates the two diaracters. I am not 
one of those vrho Ûàok that he bas tiie 
vocation to regenerate ihe world, for I 
éo not beliere that the world is disor- 
ganizing and approaching its destruction; 
but I am of opiniiHi that he is destined to 
feconcile the iVench and the German intel* 
lécts^ to complète the one bj the other^ to 
blend and combine both^ and in time^ per* 
haps^ to extend the sphère of their action. 

As I bave before observed, it is yery 
dîfficnlt to define the morality of anj peo*- 
ple^ and especiallj to state in this respect^ 
îts superiority or its inferiority, in juxta- 
position with another. When compared 
with bis European neighbours^ the Bussian 
bas less of that immoralitj of mind whidb is 
the £rait of advanced civilization; but he 
faas also less of that morality^ founded 
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on princîple, which only a solid and prur 
dent éducation can gîve. His sénsual 
immorality bas neither for its cause^ its 
excuse^ or omament^ that imagination 
which explains and redeems that of polished 
nations. If he is debauched^ he is so, even 
to bnitality^ through the heart rather than 
the mind; and the séductions which he 
finds in his country are not of such a nature 
as to cause or to extenuate his aberrations. 
The woman^ (I speak of the woman of the 
great world,) is more refined in her licence^ 
thanks to the bitter-sweet fruits of French 
romance; but she does not take sufficient 
pains^ or bas not sufficient tact to veil her 
intrigues; and the want of reserve on the 
part of some Bussian ladies bas obtained 
for them European celebrity. This laxity 
is more fatal, because, as it spreads, it 
undermines domestic happiness, which is the 
only refuge of the Eussian, who is so poor 
in pleasure and comforts, and contributes to 
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destroy family tîes^ which other causes ren- 
der very însecure. 

The Sussian has great strength^ both of 
body and mînd; he readily endures fatigue 
and privation^ and could easily bear ail 
kinds of suffering if bis moral were equal 
to bis pbysical strengtb; bis equaninûty 
and persévérance often give bina an indis* 
putable superiority over otber nations; but 
bis noncbalance and bis carelessness are 
perfectly Asiatic. Tbey are tbe effects of 
tbe want of civUization^ and, in tbeir tum, 
one of tbe causes wbieb cbeck improve- 
ment. Tbe Bussian bas zeal and applica- 
tion only by fits and starts, and bis idleness 
is one of tbe cbief obstacles to tbe de- 
velopment of tbe powers of tbe country. 

He is more ambitions tban men of otber 
climes ; tbe political organization of bis 
country makes it imperative on bim; but 
as it at tbe same time paralyzes bis zeal 
and represses tbe exercise of bis capacity, 
tbere is no country wbere tbere are so 
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many instances of persoos who livre fiûlecl 
in their career^ or been disa{q»OQ)Éed in tbebr 
aodbitî^iis prcrjectsy or where d^Kontent^ 
uaUe ta find y^it in legitimate and apen 
Ofpoâiion, terminâtes^ in melane&dy apaéhjF 
crisevitable ruin. Itis^howerer^eonsolatoiT' 
t9 iee that wMe some sacrifice everytliBS 
to tlieir career^ tbeir bononr, and erea tiea 
leiations^ tliere are others wbc^ do not timk 
Ihat ibe gifte of Groyermaiteaià eompeasate 
for f }ie humiliations, with wliick its ^^wxs 
ave aceompanied» 

The Bussmn is pions, ]^j»ftable, maài 
genarons; qualities whieb are eommoD ta 
priwtiTe nations^ and wldbdi dvâizatioit va- 
Ibfftaiiately tends to veaken. But his jie^ 
is closely aHied to anpwtitioi^. and goimbIb 
lÉBfeOst entirely in the seni|iiBibas observance 
Qfrd%ioas forma. IliaTeseeiiatliief nâk 
wîâi one hand pîek tfae podcet of a pa»* 
mmger, and mût tlie other maàe tibie sîfA 
of tfae cross ai the sonnd of the vesper belL 
The- BosBÔan perpetnallj maJces ihe siga of 
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&t enm; ke è^en it in front of erety 
^^cDrdi a;B^ efery inmge, wben esàetmg a 
room or lea^kig^ it^ when sifctmg down to 
tftMe or ^dien nàag trcm it, wben retiring 
4o bed^ and wben getting np* 

SText to tibe King of beav en the Czar k 
tiie dfect of tlie adoration of the BnsskuL 
He k in bis estimation the representatiTe 
and tbe eleefc of God^ as he is the head of 
ffîs GRiEch^ the source of ail the béatitude^ 
and the first cause of ail fear. His baad 
disbibutes aabamnteousfy as fais ann stiikes 
baay%. Lo^e^ fear, and humble respect^ are 
blefiâed in titis d^eation of the monarch^ 
wkicb most freqnentlj serves &û1j to mask 
the cupidit j of some and the pctsilIaniiMt j 
of oihers. Hhe Gzar is the centre of ail the 
lajs^ the toeoB ta widdb ererj eye is di*- 
recfted ; be is the red mn of tiie finssiaBS, 
far they ihas des%iiate bim; wbik Ûiej 
eaD tbe vestibede of tbe EremBn^ wbere tibe 
«Bcieni Oauirs sbowed thernsebres to tiie peo^ 
ple^ tbe £ed Yestibide ; KrçtmcHé Kr^ttm. 

k2 
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In public every eje is directed towardfi the 
Emperor;.m the drawing-room the conver- 
sation turns solelj upon him and lus family; 
eyen in private, men's thouglits are chiefly 
engaged about him. Ail that he does is 
well done, and worthy of imitation ; erery- 
body walks^ in the promenades at the time 
that he walks; ererybody loves dancing 
because he is fond of it; and there is 
no person who does not admire the mili- 
tary service, because the Emperor is a zea- 
lous advocate for it. The Czar is the father 
of the whole nation, and no one has any 
relation that.can be named in the same day 
with the Emperor. When his interést 
speaks, every other voice is hushed. 

The relations of the conspirators of 1826 
were dancing whUe those .unfortunate men 
were made to pass through the city, and it 
is difficult to say whether.the mother,'who 
accepted 300 rubles as a reward for having 
given up her son, who was a déserter, or the 
Emperor, who gave them to her, acted the 
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most like a Spartan. There is abundance 
of lîberalism with closed doors, but stones 
are thrown at him who revolts, and a libéral 
who is compromised is shunned like a leper. 
Those men who at différent times bave 
sacrificed themselves for tbe public good, 
hâve reaped more indifférence and hatred 
than sympathy. Instances are not wanting 
of relatives who bave abandoned thieir sons 
and their brothers in Biberia without an 
attempt to save them, and then enjoyed the 
property, to which they had become the 
heirs by their condemnation ; nay, and who 
afterwards were reluctant even to carry on 
a cori-espondence with themi; and whose 
unfeeling conduct bas been the severest 
part of the fate of thèse poor sufferers, 
Mr. L. having one day brought letters from 
thèse exiles to their relations, they refiised 
to take them, because they had not corne 
through an officiai channel. It is cbnso- 
latory, however, to say that such bas not 
beèn the line pursued by ail j and history 
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wffl religionslypreeerve the memory of Prin-* 
ce» Trabetzkoi (née Ooimtess Ijural); «f 
Madame Làrischkin (née IffaryscUdji); and 
of Hadame fioBen, who refosed to si^arate 
tiieir f(Hi»uies from ikose of their husba&ds. 
!EV«aice can boast of lumng ai aU times 
aad in ail places taken a noble diare in ad» 
of fiimilar devotednesa. A Erencb ladj, tbe 
enopaaion of Madame Ivaschef^ afiter hav* 
ii^ eoneealed from ereiy eye her sttadi-t 
Bie&t to the son of that ladj, went to Sibeiia 
to ofier him ber hand^ wbere firom tbe xank 
of a distinguisbed officer of tbe Guards, be 
bad been reduced to tbe condition of an 
VBbappj slave. She gladlj ligbtened the 
bnrden of bis sufferings and bas just re* 
tomed with bim to Buasia, 

ISTotbing is comparaUe to tbe bappiness 
of a £nssian wbea tbe En^eror conde- 
scends to speak to bim. It is in tnitb 
csrioos to see how tbe courtiers are on ibe 
watcb for every word tbat £bJ1s &om tbe 
ioqperial lips. Tbej stand waitoig &r 
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a woard, qaîte mottanlens, liatenisg with 
<àe most eag€r attentiioii jmd rireied 
lûda, wsttjàij cmwd round kim wki 
lu» been m f ortmiate as to lecehre it, or 
«itUraw irUk long àees and «hagriaed 
lodk% wfaen ikey Imye h&m disappanited m 
Aeir expectation. The OamnuoMbsit Baa* 
dbntskjr asked the Enaiperor Alexander aa 
ihe onlj favour he ivanted, ilmt eraty iime 
lie saw lum afc Comt^ iie irocdd utiEçer i&to 
Us car tibe word ^bBbedieJ' 

A fVe&di AmbaeRwdor, h&oBig deGorom to 
flpeak to Baol L, aBid Tezed at «eeifig Um 
eiiBtiitaally adâre» one of bis faTomites^ 
fldd^ ^fiire, tliai îb apparenâj sone great 
maa of jour empire?^ ^Know/' r^lied 
Gm i^zar, '^ that tiiere is ao great man hvà 
hft to wlkem I apeai^ and tibat ïsdIj as looq^ 
as I flfeak te lâm!^ 

Iheie k stiU tsoneâmig idiich so^ 
ihe honour of a doinrereatkm wiià tiie SoTe« 
idigii, saïadljr^ iHie of thoee ZNMom wfaâdi 
to iq^roxîiiiate to bis ùcaSfy Aose 
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who are honaured hj it; but it is not 
everybodj tbat can obtain it. If tbej do 
not go so far at Court as to côngratulate 
tbe husband who bas been deceîyed hj a 
member of tbe Impérial family^ it îs as 
much from jealousy as firom décorum; but 
tbey seldom fail to envy bis lot, and he 
himself is so little master of bis bappiness^ 
as openlj to boast of it. 

Barbarism/ tyranny, and immorality are 
bom and tbrive in unwortby promiscuous- 
ness. Tbey are so closely allied, tbàt it is 
difficult to distinguisb tbe motber from the 
offspring; tbe one produces and maintains 
tbe otber. Tyranny is establisbed, .and 
subsists by means of tbe barbarism wbieh 
it propagates, and sustains in its tum ; 
wbile immorality necessarily succeeds and 
crowns tbe work. To study tbe melancboly 
effects of tbis combination of tbese tbree 
éléments, we must go to Bussia. Tbe Bus- 
sian does not understand bow to stop at the 
limits of obédience, be confounds.it witibi 
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âenrilitj^ and order with slaverj; he sees in 
liberalîsm a want of calculation and good 
sense^ whenever he does not dare to desig- 
nate it as treason. Few persons are to be 
found in Russia capable of comprehending 
tbat libertj is a condition and an effect 
of the dignitj of man^ and tbe Sussian is 
generallj ignorant that moral and ciyil 
courage are fiilly as difficult to acquire^ 
and equallj as honourable as purely pbj- 
sîcal courage. The great majority of Rus- 
sian libérais are merelj nialcontents^ and 
thanks to the fatal conviction that an abso- 
lute Government is the only Goyemment 
which is at présent adapted to their coun- 
try, enlightened men contrive to live at 
peace with their conscience. They will not 
understand that even if it were so^ it is the 
sacred dutj of an honest man to contri- 
bute, to the utmost of his power, to the 
spread of civilization^ and to hasten the 
order of things^ from which it necessarily 
fiows; for if a free Government be an eflfect 
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of dvilintion, it is lîkewifle a cause of it, 
nd I beiieTe titat ire MigU a3 weil liegia 
in&âieoneJMinththeoâier. ]ihi»naisa 
hiid of seiû âxià men în office; tlie rirtaes 
wkiài nccmofuij or floir from Ebert j au» 
anknown hère. It is ilie GoreraiœBJ; 
^ibidk makes the itusBian what lie ia^ mxA 
vMoh oQght to bear the nsponsMi^ of 
ail iûa defecte. It is to fhe GroyenmeaBEf^ 
mxÈxiL mon ihan to tlie eliaraeter of the 
"RwAsam, tbai ire mwt aitribute tiw lutred 
wbieh 98 &lt towards tfaem aa a aatûm; 
and ilœ batred is so stroog, so genealis 
feraigii parts^ làat I bave mtst frith sonae 
of my fellow couiitiTmeii who dîd Bot daie 
to o(»ifess to wbat natiaa tbej belo!^^. 

It ia an error to beUeye tliat htàreà of 
darery; love of libertj^ and eontempt eC 
t jramiy are exelusÎYely tbe effeet of civitt* 
nlîoa; tbey'arise solely from a sentiBiait 
ef digfiit j^ and are met wiih amoi^ asviige 
noes, aa wel as aanong the inoat âyiHBoà 
peopte** 
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Chapter V. 



MODE OF LIFE, 



1!bs fittsaiaak v^j fledesiiaiy, for tiiedi* 
mate compels liim to be so^ and fais mw^ 
fiers are m conséquence as ladolent as ihose 
of tfae OrieàtaL He pref^s lyiaig doim io 
rtandiiig^ aad lidijig ia a carnage to walk- 
ii^ on footb Idleiiess is a gemaal defiact 
of ibe siatioD. An ei^^Age is aa «rtide 
af tbe firs^ nieoeasitj; fasMon fûraierîbeB it 
as a lair^ and the j^eai dttrfaaiftoes to iie 
ton^essed in tbe towB% teùdet U almost 
JndM^ensaMe; while ifae difiapneas of homes 
lad of f oi^e^ and ike fiuâlities wfaioh 
die saUes hme of iakÎDg iàeir coacb- 
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men from among their serfs^ makes it reij 
inexpensive to keep a carnage. Accord- 
ingly^ there is no gentleman, however small 
his fortune, who does not sport a carnage, 
and no wretch, however poor, who can- 
not boast of a vehîcle. The nmnber of 
carnages on the ppljlic roads is therefore 
positively countless; but for that very rea- 
son they are seldom worth looking at. The 
horses are scarcely ever well matched, and 
certainly the Russian coachmakers cannot 
yet rival theîr foreign neighbours. 
' At St. Petersburg the number of 
droshki and hackney sledges is incalcula- 
ble; besides those which are stationed at 
certain stands, and which ^ are the bëst, 
thousands circulate in ail parts of the city. 
In the winter, ail the peasants who hâve no 
work in the country, corne with their horse 
and a wretched sledge, to drivé the inhàbi- 
tants of St. Petersburg, on excessively 
moderato tenus. There is not any fixed 
scale of priées for thèse hired carriag^s, 
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which gîves occasion to perpétuai disputes^ 
altercations^ and even blows. 

The long droshki are the rudest carnages 
imaginable^ the lightest and the most in- 
convénient. Thej consist of a long plank 
placed on springs^ borne on four wheels, 
dose to the ground, coveredwith a cushion^ 
and flankedwith latéral boards^ which afford 
but slight protection against the mud; 
someiimes there is a small seat in front for 
the coachman^ but oftener there is none. In 
this case the driver seats himself astride on 
the droshki, twisting his robe round his 
legs, and supporting his feet by the' side of 
the wheels, which splash him unmercifully. 
The master likewise sitting astride, takes 
the place behind him, and may, in case of 
necessity, place another person between 
himself and the coachman. This man holds 
on as tightly as he can, at the risk of 
being thrown ont at the first jerk. 

The round droshki is an approach towards 
the cabriolet. There are likewise covered 
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drosUd» "tààth ace a sloide more resfed^ 
àhle, but thej ave going more and mon 
oui ^ faahâott, whereas they are bëoming 
iBore ecmumm ai BaiÎB and ai Paria. 

Tke lM»ses are seldoiakept in geod eei^ 
diti€% eq^iaUy in Moseov^and jea are 
aare 0f fin^bog smite dirt j hele in akutist 
^ of iiicnL COTafori ajatd ekganee^ taate 
a&d luxury^ arc^ howeret, makii^ gieat 
progiefls ià the fandÉue* Tke nwiher of 
domestks isi o¥erwlielniiiig; bot thej Me 
fiMTiliemostpari m-ied, ULdad, and Udlj 
paid. Tke anieckambers are crowded w&. 
tk^n^ and ikej ecnstrikiiie ratker io ike 
âfcb ikan ta tke neatneaa (d tke keaae. 

li is easj te j^roieet youradtf firom ^ e^ 
m Baasia, tkadcs to the abmidanee oi fen 
aad &e ckeiqpiiess of firewood. St. Petem* 
barg ia indebted for tke latter adyantage ta 
tke great namb^ of bajrks wMek arrîfe 
from tke inierior^ and whic^ wkeii tkey are 
imieaded^ are broken up to serre as tméL for 
tke eit j. Henee foel k onl j kalf at desr 
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m at Moseov^ whieh Iim bo inibuid lumg»- 



la ibe wioter H» dooia are daiible^ «ad 
"mm iiated; tbe stores aie o£ immense size^ 
aadL eanatraeied vpmt a sjsfc^afi whkh so 
ikemmglaij eondeases ihe he«fc^ tliai H k 
nfficseikt te make up a good fixe <mee ia 
Hm day eooataiitly ta iwdniaân a ^erj Ugà 
tmpeiataie. Semé peraoB& beUevB ikat 
the great beat which prevaik iit tbe Bwsbai 
apartiaeixtâ ia anfii^oiimble to thedr liealth^ 
capecia%* in tlie bed roona; otlie» tiûià^ 
mHk M. Yiiej^ tibiat it m ihe caxiae o£ tb&r 
funonate dîq^sitîi»»! Whai k neKe 
iifîuîeiia to beakh ihaa the heafe of the 
bomea ia nadouJbtedly tbe bmaiditj of the 
mÊXÛiy traets whkk Bimround ât. Pétera^ 
Inqg» ^ It is preaaaaed to be the fixst eaase 
(o£ the aeroliEloiiB affections to wMcIi ihe 
feople aregubjecL 

CSarpets and ebimi^TS are a laxixr|r wlidi 
bMtnotyet bécome gênerai» TbepeHsaes 
affwd complète shelttf agaînat tbe ng0»r 
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of the climate ; whence you are betier pro- 
tected hère from the effects of the severest 
frosts than in other coùntries^ where the 
cold often takes the inhabitants by surprise; 

The Russian cookery is very indigestible^ 
and, with the exception of some dishes^ 
cannot be touched by délicate persons. It 
is therefore banished to the inferior classes^ 
and is replaced among the nobility by 
French cookery. 

Two or three kinds of soups, gniel, and 
Bussian cakes, are the only dishes which 
retain their privUege of appearing at the 
best tables. Generally speaking people 
live very well, and the meals are nume- 
roiis and sumptuous. The consumption of 
Champagne is immense. It is said that 
more Champagne is drunk in Sussia than is 
made in France; and the Russian infSeuit 
leams the name of cliquot at the same time 
as the words father and mother. This wîne 
costs, however, twice as much as at Paris, 
because the Russian exchequer takes a 
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glass for every one drunk by a prirate 
person, 

The best Bordeaux wines are sent to 
Bussia; but Burgundy will not stand tbe 
passage by sea» Several wînes of the 
Orimea rival those of France, and might 
prove a great resource, if proper advantage 
were taken of them. INevertheless, the use 
of Wine is not y et gênerai; hwas and brandy 
supply its place in moderato establishments. 

Tea is a favourite beverage of the Bus-^ 
sîans, and some people drink it ail day 
long, just as the Spaniards do their choco- 
laté. A German tourist remarked, that 
**while civilized Europe loudly calls for 
gold, the Eussian calls for tea." 

The Sussians are much addicted to smok- 
ing, and their tobacco is of a pretty good 
quality, the excise not having yet interfered 
with it. The young men carry the mania 
of smokin^^ to a great excess, and hare 
valets in their service, specially appointedto 
fill and light their pipes. If the màater 

VOL. I. L 
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èÀtfers, or rings bis bell, they do not «sk 
what he wants, but immediately hastea to 
lihtt wîth kîs pipe and tight. Formerly 
tliere was much ostentation displayed h 
€heir pipes, and in tbe amber moath-pieces; 
noW quantité bas supplanted qnalitj; and 
tbe cigar is already begînnmg to assert ite 
ligbt over tbe pipe. 

Tbe yapour batbs are nearly tiie same m 
t^ey bave been from tîme immémorial^ 
tbey are at once a luxury and a jdeasnre, 
promoting cleanliness and beaitb. Tbe nse 
of linen is not so gênerai as mi^t be 
desîred ; nay, it is still a nmrk of distincttcsi 
of tbe bigber ranks. Many persons ckmge 
ît only wheh tbey go to tbe Imtbs— -onee^ 
or at most, twice a week. 

^'Soyouput on clean linen evéry day,^ 
tsaid a Kussian officer to fais conarade/ wfao 
bad been accustomed to Parisian habits. 
^ And joxL?'' inquired tbe latter. ^' I ke^ 
tbat for Saturday," replied tbe otber, wîtb 
grë$A, naïveté. In fact tbere are persons 
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"who prefer coloured linen, because it u^ 
lasfB liable to become dirtj^.or at least t^ 
appearBO, 

dards are ihe usual reaource and amu^e- 
meirt ^f the £ussiai;iS; and fill up thç^r 
eresûngB more than dancing and convçr*, 
sation* Whist and Préférence hâve super- 
aeded Pharao and Lansquenet; and the civjil 
«ffîœrs^ in partieular, hâve acquired gre£i<t 
fikiU in thèse games. 

SiConomy is a thing unknown to the 
Siifôsiaiis ; they are either covetous or av^r- 
ricions^ and the former more often than thp 
hiHex. Some merchants deprive themselves 
cf every pleasure in life to hoard up theijr 
wealth, and succeed thereby, rather than 
>y.successfiil spéculations, in amassing îm- 
men^e fortunes, which the sons squande^r 
.anray more rapidly than their fathers haye 
a^qjoired them. 

!nhe nobles, on the contrary, generally 
live far beyond th^ income, and conse- 
^ueçtly çontract immense debts, of which 
^ L 2 
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they defer the payment tiU the time of 
their marriagey or theîr promotion in the 
service. It is considered fashionable^ and 
a mark of good breeding, to get into débt, 
and to send the creditors about their 
business if they venture to apply for their 
due. The public service créâtes' a kind 
of right in this respect, by securing the 
military and civil officers against certain 
légal annoyances; and, accordingly, there 
is no country in the world where it is more 
diflScult to get paid, and where crédit is less 
extended. Those who are wise withdraw 
betimes to their estâtes, in order to repaîr 
the breaches which a résidence in the ca- 
pital has made in their fortunes. 

The nobleman may choose between en- 
tering the public service, living on hîs 
estâtes, and going on foreign travel. He 
who enters the service must renounce aJl 
individuality and independence, arm him- 
self with patience, indiflTerence, and insen- 
sibility, and hope for promotion onlyby 
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persévérance in ail thèse melancholy élé- 
ments of success. He must alwajs flatter 
and crînge, but never complain ; stîll less 
may he allawhhnself to hâve, or to give, an 
opinion of his own. 

ISo person can réside at St. Petersbiirg 
without *being in the service, at least for 
form's sake — ^that is to say, without being 
insciibed in some branch of the Administra- 
tion ; but in the Provinces it is extremely 
diffîcult to escape serving in élective oflBices. 

The life of the landowner is monotonous 
and insipid in the extrême; winter espe- 
cially is insupportable in the country, and 
everybody in tolerable circumstances spends 
it at Moscow, or at least in the capital of 
his province, where he has the resource of 
clubs, of some baUs given by the nobility, 
and of gambling. The country seats lie very 
scattered, and their owners see each other 
but seldom, and whenever they do meet^ 
they always pass several days together. 
Hunting and fishing parties are rare ; the 



/ 






150 • BUSSIA UNDER 

newspapers go round in a limited cîrcle, aiid 
conversation languisbesr or tnms onlj on 
uhînteresting subjects. 
' The most civilized, the most dîscontented, 
or the most wealthy, go to amuse or fo 
console tiemselres în foreîgn countries, 
wHere a résidence seldom fails tb be of 
great advantage to their mînds, eren 
tbough, on their retum, they résume their 
former habits. 

Travelling is, however, offcen resorted to 
by the Eussians as a source of economy 
as well as of luxury ; but this does not pre- 
vént the Czar from using every effort în 
his power to hinder the visits of his subjects 
to foreign countries. The diflBiculties wMch 
hè throws in their way enhance the temp- 
tation^ and the émigration of the Eussian 
nobles has become quite systematic. They 
save up money only that they naay be abte 
to go abroad, where they remain till their 
tesources are wholly exhausted, or trll tiié 
expiration of the term for whîch their pim^ 
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^rt m graated, viz.^ five yeara for itfce 
aableman^ and ihree jears for.the eîtizen* 
Vke latter m presumed to be more diligeni 
€Hr more dextenms in Us affairs, or to bave 
less important business tban tbe ngblemaii^ 
wbo^ in ISftet^ bas bo business save Hs plea^^ 
^w:e. Tke mania for trarelling is stronger 
in tbe courtiers tban tbeir comptaisançe i(^ 
tbeir Sovereiga — ^nay, the Grand Duk^ 
Micbael bîmself said^ tbat if be were merelj 
a Sussian gênerai^ be would uot fail to go 
to Parfe» 

The Efe of tbe mterchant îs very différent 
firom tbat of tbe nobleman. He {dayg at 
^ugbts in^ead of cards^ rides in a car 
ÎBstead of a ebariot^ and bas tbe libert j to 
imear a. long béard^ an omament wbieb n^o 
aobleman is/permitted to indulge in. He 
is £aitbfàl to tbe £ussian cookery^t drkiks 
bis cbainpagne^ and sips bis tea in tbç 
saueer inirtead of tbe cup. He employa 
Ms siq>erfluous wealtb in omamenting th^ 
images of bîs patron saint^* and in adonxr 
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ing lus wife; the whole in the worst taste 
imaginable. His children bave notbing 
more at beart tban to tbrow aside tbe nar> 
tional costume^ and to dress like petits 
maitres. 

Tbe vanitj of tbe peasant is dîsplajed in 
tbe omaments of bis cottage. Tbe Sus** 
sian buts bave a great resemblance to tbe 
Swîss cottages; tbe bandsomest are two 
stories in beîgbt, and are covered with a 
great profusion of carvings in wood^ and 
sometimes*tbejare painted witb verybrilliajat 
colours. Tbose peasants wbo are in toler- 
able circumstances préserve very , great 
neatness in tbe interior of tbeir dwellings, 
and tbis extends even to tbe TarracanSy 
wbicb a popular préjudice bas stamped as 
guests tbat bring good fortune. Tbe stove 
and tbe bed are curions articles; tbe former 
occupies tbe middle^ or tbe largest part of 
tbe room^ and tbe bed is a wooden stage 
on tressels^ and forms a kind of second 
ceiling wbere tbe wbole family sleeps, nay 
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sometîmes several famîlies sleep under the 
same roof, by the side of each other. 

The Russian peasant likes to marrj while 
joung; indeed a wife îs indispensable to 
him. She is bis workwoman^ bis servant^ 
and bis bousekeeper. He does not abso- 
lutely insist on her virtue, and bence the 
young villagers almost alw^^ys bave lovers 
before tbey bave a busband. There is 
sometbing extremely pleasing and deligbt- 
fol in the politeness and candonr of a Rus- 
sian peasant; he saintes ail he meetsy and 
bas a kind word for everybody. If he finds 
a man at work, he says "May God assist 
yon*;'* and if he sees any one eating^ he 
cries "Bread and sait ! " 

On holidays the villages présent a very 
animated appearance^ the people dress 
tbemselves in theirbest, the gxey caftan 
is superseded by the.blue^ and the bark 
leggings are laid aside for. the boot.or shoe. 
The women^ put on their smartest cap, or 
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t^Cùt ùt BkaSy more or less fine^ oraar* 
mented with ribbons a&d beads. 

The aaiemMed populatiQn amuâft them- 
«elves vith singhi^ and danek^^ to viiàck 
^asorbliiig is scnnethnes added. The songs 
4UFe of a rather melancholj cast^ and of an 
ieqaÎTocal character, but the choroses aire 
Teiy agreeable* 

The dor-hr-latka sitpersedes tte guitar 
as aa accompaniment both to the yoiice and 
the dance^ in which the heels and anxfô e£ 
the performers aet the principal part. The 
gc^cSke is a very gênerai and very kmor 
c^it game; the dancers arrange themselves 
in two rows behind eaeh other^ the na^en 
giving their hands to the wonten. At tht 
hMfd is the prineipal person^ who hurms^ as 
it iâ called^ and hence the name given t» 
thia game. The last couple Bepaxates and 
nms £orward^ he who biirns mnst endea^oor 
•to -catch the woman before her partner^ if 
betsucceeds^ the latter takes his place^ wà 
so on. 
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The Sussian mountains afford a never-* 
êiHÊng diversimiiii tke depth of winter. Thejr 
«re bmlt by the street boys with the ftrst ice, 
and during the camiral^ are erectèd even m 
the eapital towne for the use of the poptdaee. 
At Baôter, whea the ice has disappeared, 
theyare made of wood. The bon ton hare 
incmntains of theîr own at St. Petersburg, 
wMeh they call English^ because an English 
dlnb has the direction of them. 

The Easter holidays are celebrated in a 
sbigular manner, and continue at least for a 
treek,which is called Holy week. The péople 
then greet each other^ aceording to establish* 
ed cuatom^ and embrace three times; seme^ 
howeyer^ do not content thernselves with 
exereising their privilège on their acqnaint* 
anœs^but sdlect pretty women in préférence, 
who cannot refuse with a good grâce, unless 
they bclong to a higher ckss of socicty, 
where foreign manner» hâve acqaked an 
Aflree&dancy over the national usages and 
4refigiott& habits. The Emperor emlnracei^ 
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ail hîs courte and ail the officers of the 
guard^.on the first daj of the holidajs, and 
the Empress allows them to kiçs lier hand. 
On thèse occasions it is the custom to say, 
"Christ is risen/' and to answer, "Risen 
indeed!" One day, when the-Bmperor 
Ificholas thus saluted a Jewish sentinel, 
the latter replied, "It is a terrible lie!" 
The Czar very considerately ordered that 
the Jews should not again be made to 
mount guard on those days. 

Painted eggs and imitations of them 
in china^ sugar, and wax, are oflTéred and 
received in profusion. The people amuse 
themselres in breaking them^ one against 
the other^ and making them roll in tubeâ: 
the winner in the first case is he whose egg 
breaks the other; and, in the latter, he who 
toudiesit. 

Bussia is very rich in game of every 
kind, and the chase is excessiviely easy; 
withthe exception however of bear-htuatiiïg, 
whieh is as dangerous as it is diVerting. 
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This animal^ which is peculiarly national, 
has verj singular habits, with which, the 
natives are perfectly acquainted. He is 
very fond of wheat, and often goes into 
the fields by night. The strawberry is his 
fayourite fruit, and more than one wonum 
has found herself face to face with a bear 
while gathering strawberries. A woman 
was once surprised at seeing a bear just 
opposite to her, she was excessively 
alanned, and gave him a violent blow on 
I the head with her basket, The beast, taken 

by surprise, was seized with a panic terror, 
and fled as fast as he could. It is said ihat 
he was found dead at some leagues' » dis- 
tant, and this is by no means improbable, 
for other Ôittte of iM same nature prove 
that this animal is subject to sudden ter-* 
rors which are capable of causing his death. 
In winter the bear rcovers himself with 
dry leaves, and remains lying on the same 
spot, sucking his paws, which in fact.is ail 
the nourishment he gets, A solitary pea^ 
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saut sometimes Tentures to attaek this aiii<* 
msi, armed only with his huntin^ kii^ 
fie quietlj allowB him to place his firwt 
paws on liifi i^ulders^ m order the more 
easilj to plunge the Imife into his be%4 
Ai other times, twp men go together, an»ed 
with forksy and seek ont Ihe bear îa hi$ 
retreat. Thej Balnte hîm m a Mendljr 
manner^ call him by his naane^ Michael^ wd 
walk eomposedlj for some way hj his «îde; 
Snddenlj, one of them makes a mor^oiei^ 
as if to attack the beast^ which instantlj 
ffLÙB npon him^ leaving his side exposed tô 
the other hnnter^ who plunges his fork hxto 
his loins^ and with thé assistance of his 
pomrade easflj ovcrpowers him. 
f âemetxmes the bear is taken bj means 
o£ hifi defects, which are obstinacy and glnt- 
iony; snares of this kind are pàrticnlady 
snocessfol with the cubs. Tbius for in- 
stance, halls stnck with nails are thrown at 
them which they persist in endeavonring t9 
isrush, and the more paîn the nails gite 
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Ikxrn^ ih^ doser they drive them mto their 
pviVB ; or a barrel smeared with honey i& 
titown. ^ ûtssm, wliidi easîly sticks facffc tû 
ikdr head, and ihej are thns taken aliye bjr 
tlie kuntsmaju 

When &e baar is wounded^ hé becomeA 
fiirioiiSj^ bi^aks the trees, or if there are 
pone, tears up beaps of eartb^ wbidte be 
tosses into the air, Wbenever he throps 
dowH a man, be cleaves bk skull, imd 
coi)Sie<}aentlj, if any one m so nnfortuoa^ 
as tQ be witbout defence^ be takes ïsme 
to i&H before bim in sucb a ma&ner a^s to 
e3(^ose tbe less noble part of bis body;^ 
ike bear's claws. 

Wolves are very common^ in con^equeocQ 
g£ ikte want of regular battues^ but in tJie 
wedtem provinces^ wbicb are tbe most yoid 
of wood, tbey, as well as the bear^ are 
becoming more and more scarce. Tbey «e 
faiûffensive and timid in summer^ but. â 
winter tbey approach tbe dweOin^ .:«a»ii 
atfcaçk man and beast, Tbey ateays.faîi 
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ipon the latter rather than upon the forùier, 
ind above ail, devour any of theîr own 
kfoop that are killed or wounded. - The 
[Mtrts which Jhey prefer, are the calyes of 
tnen and the breasts of women. They are 
ittracted by the squeaking of a pig, and 
wrhenever a peasant goes eut to hunt them, 
de fastens sucking pigs to his traîneaux, 
i^hose squeaking allures them. 

The moorcock is the principal game in 
Etussia, which it never leaves, and it is 
iiunted both in winter and summer. >■ In 
[finter, a sort of tent of boughs is built in 
the forest, at the top of which the sports- 
men place impaled cocks, that serve' to 
ittract the game. The habits of thèse 
Wrds deserve to be attentively studied. 
rhèy hâve scouts which wam the band of 
the approach of the hunter, upon which 
they instantly flee away, but do not fly ; 
;hey bave leaders, which are the oldeist an^ 
nost experienced among them, and which 
t la extremely difficult to kill, for they are 
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the last that suffer themselves to be caught 
in the trap of the impaled cock. 

The deaf heath cock is two or three times 
as large as the common cock. It is re- 
markable that he is deaf onlj while he is 
crowing^ and that as soon as he stops^ the 
slightest noise scares him awaj. The hun* 
ter is therefore obliged to attack him while 
he is actuallj crowing; as long as it lasts 
he is quite at libertj^ and may even miss 
the bird withouf being heard; but he must 
refrain from the slightest movement when 
the cock is silent. 

The woodcock is found in great profusion 
in Bussia^ and the snipe exists in ail its 
varieties. The red partridge and the phea- 
sant are met with onl j in the south^ and 
are very numerous in the Caucasus. The 
white. partridge is as common as the grey; 
and there is an abundance of hares and 
foxes^ whereas rabbits and goats are ex- 
tremely rare. 

YOL. I. M 
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Chapter VÏ. 

THE RUSSIAN GOVERNMENT. 

The distînctive characieristics of tii6 
Btissîan GrOTemment ga^e despotism and 
rapacity. It has never conceived tbe poB- 
âibîlity of reigning without oppression ; nor 
has it been able to eomprehend that geii- 
tleness secures the happiness of tbe peo]^ 
and the security of the Goyemment^ m<H« 
than craelt j, which in Enssia^ is called jvsi 
sererity, whîle tyranny is confoimded witlt 
power. 

- The Emp^or Nicholas is the dedai^ 
enemy of liberty, and his entire poKcy u 
concentrated to persécute it to the utmost. 



NICHOLAS THE FIRST. 163 

fie believes that libertj is equiralent to 
disorder, and cannot comprehend that order 
ca&iiot exist withont it, aad that there are 
no abases of power iinder the regimen of 
dayery. Mcholas bas stifled libertj in 
Poia^oid; and bas done ererjtbing be can to 
erush it in Bnssîa. In a letter wbicb be 
wrote to tiie lEmperor of Austria^ at tbe 
op^iing of tbe second campaign in Turkej, 
be told bim, tbat '^ in order to assist bim 
against bber^^sm, wbicb was raising its 
bead even at the fobt of thrones^ and wbicb 
be deplored as mucb as bimself^ it was ne^ 
eessary that Francis IL sbould not encou- 
lage tbe résistance of tbe Sultan^ wbicb 
required the employment of ail the forces 
<S Bnssia/' 

Wben will sovereigns be conyinced tbat 
tbeîr interests^ and tbose of their people, 
tare îdentical ? That without liberty there 
is ncâtber wealtb nor cirilization ? That to 
sappresB it is to commit robberj^ and tbat 
to giye it is to acqnire the bighest title to 

m2 
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renbwn, and to the grâtitudè of the world. 
It is not necessao-y to be a Washington for 
the accomplishment of thîs; it is quite 
enough to be an honest well-întentioned 
nmn. It is the duty of a Government, not 
only not to restrict the liberty of its people^ 
but to elevate them, and qualify them for 
the enjoyment of it. Nichdlas often makes 
a show of frankness ; he says that "a con- 
stitutional govemment is répugnant to hi& 
honourable feelings, because it commands 
plots and intrigues, of which he dis- 
approves." What is there in this to caJl 
for our admiration? The frankness of 
despotism is only the impudence of 
vice. 

The peculations of persons in office are 
beyond ail conception. AU the fonction- 
aries, high and low, steal openly and with 
impunity, from the amunition to the ra- 
tions of the soldiers and the medicines of 
the hospitals. Will it be believed that they 
actually conceal the number of men who 
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£el11 in every action till the end of the 
campaign^ and thus continue to receive the 
provisions and equipment of those who 
bave disappeared from the ranks^ but wbo 
nevertbeless remain on tbe lists till tbe 
end of tbe war ? In tbe Gaucasus^ wbere 
bostilities are incessant^ tbis abuse bad 
risen to an enormous excess; tbe ranks 
were tbinned^ yet tbe lists were full, as 
also were tbe pockets of tbe officers*. 

Tbe captain lives on bis squadron or bis 
Company ; tbe colonel on bis régiment ; tbe 
gênerai on bis brigade; and so on. On 
giving up tbe command of bis corps, tbe 
gênerai comes to an understanding witb 
bis successor^ and notbing more is saidf • 

* In 1813 and 1814, Colonel P. took care to indicate 
amoDg tbe dead, the soldiers who prépare tbe gruel for 
tbeir comrades, because tbey carrj tbe iron pots used 
for tbis purpose about witb them, tbe loss of wbicb it 
was necessary to replace; ail tbis was so mucb gain for 
tbeir insatiable chief, wbo bad besîdes acquired a large 
fbrtune witb bis wife. 

t Endeavours are now being made to remedy tbese 
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The officers of police who receire salaries 
of 1000 francs, hâve doaks and horses^ 
worth manj thonsand rubles. The heads 
of the police hâve honses, and the gover- 
nors hôtels. Persons in office make their 
fortunes mach quicker in Bussia than in 
other countries, and in some departments 
sooner than in others. One hand washes 
the other. The officers, high and low, 
share their gains, and woe to him who shaH 
prétend to act wîth probity; the poor 
innocent sheep would speedily be deyourcd 
î)y thèse rapacious wolveisi. 

Bj the aid of monej the worsfc canises 
aire gained in the tribunals, and monej wiU 
purchase indenmities for everj crime. Doeis 
any one désire to institute a law suit? 
He does not înquîre whether he bas better 
rîghts than bis adversary, but merely ex- 
amines whether he is richer. In that cas^ 

abuses, by depriTing the milittrj diiefs of ererjrthiiig 
relative to the administration of the eorps, and to entnitt 
it to a speeial commission. 
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Jbeing eeriain of havîiig' tbe judges on his 
màe, ht proeeeds ta aet. The Empcffor 
Iniiself déclares that he i^powerless agaîast 
Uns scevrge^ and it ia weU for him îf Bis 
mm fortune is not stden*. . 

Ou the otiier haiid^ behas confiseaied 
ihe estâtes of tbe Pôles for tibe benefit of 
ihe Crown^ and tliis refinement of emdt j 

♦ During my stay at Berlin, a cbaracteristic anec- 
dote was în circulation. 

Tbe Eiadperor, durmg om of his vînts te Ifaal capil&l, 
jkowed Pnaee Angustn» a anuff-box^ ^icb bis Majes^ 
intended for M. Kriiger, and whicb tbe Prince greatlj 
admîred. Afler it bad been given to tbe artist, Mb 
Royal ll%bne8» exptetsed a wiab t« sec it xgaai, asd 
great was bk^ surprise oa finding a very ordinaory tmiff- 
box in place of tbe one wbicb bad been sbown bim. 
He spoke of it to tbe Emperor, wbo, perceiving tbat fije 
•kd been robbed^ repfied iSa^ be sbosld ba^e toa mdi 
te do^ i£ be aitempted to eradîcate thia Tice. 

Tbis did not présent tbe dégradation and banisbment 
of tbe contractors, wbo bad so badly provîded tbe 
Bvfflian ecorps at tbe rmews ci Karliacby m ISSd^aad 
.^terwàeds Prince D was dsprived o£ bis epMir 

lattes as aid-de-caxnp to tbe Emperor in tbe Caucasu8> 
wbicb were bestowed on bis brotber-in-law, tbe Baron 
Bosen. 
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canaot be justified in our days. M. 
Oejelinslikj made a trade eyen with the 
Emperor's signature* He was at the head 
of the Ohancery of the Committee of 
Ministers, and^ on the receipt of large 
bribes^ efiaced or altered the Impérial dé- 
cisions which were written in pencîl. He 
was informed against by a clerk whom he 
had dismissed^ and was accordinglj sum- 
moned bj the Emperor, who promised that 
he would be lenient to him if he confessed 
his crime. He did so^ and was brought to 
trial, but when before the Court, he denied 
the confession which he had made to 
iNicholas* He was degraded to the rank of 
a private soldier, upon which the Emperor^ 
yielding to a culpable weakness, had him 
admitted into the 14th class, in order to 
enable him to enjoy the property which he 
had amassed so illegally. Since this affair 
the décisions of the Emperor, written In 
pencil, are covered with a kind of yamisb, 
which prevents their being altered. 



r 
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The main sprin^ and sole object of the 
Eussian Goremment is its own interest; 
the happiness of the people it regards as 
of secondarj importance. Their phjsical 
wants are ail that it endeavours to proyide 
for^ and as this is impossible^ without the 
civilization which it dreads^ because it does 
noteomprehend it, it finds itself condemned 
to the pnnishment of the Danaids. '^ What 
I désire abore ail things/' said the Emperor 
Uicholas, "is to secure the tranquillity of 
mj son's reign : " and this son^ on hastening 
to. meet and congratulate him on having 
eacaped the mysterîous musket-shot at 
Posen, which, according to ail appearances, 
proceeded from a carnage in his own suite, 
tiie Czar reprimanded him severely. " We 
mnst not/' said he, "make the people enr 
tertain the idea that it is possible to fire at 
the Czar/' 

One day Count Benkendorf said to the 

Itussian anthor B , whom he lectured 

jEbr a patriotic article, " You must not instil 
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ffoch notioBS înto tlie people : tfaey are the 
eattle wUeh serve to draw tke car." 

In ihis GoYemmeni Ûie Enaipetor is 
eTeT3rtIiing : ail mores and fives onlj 
tltrough Inm* Erom the eoioisr of a die» 
and the buttoQ of a eoat^ to tbe most 
complex law-suit; everythiiig' pasBCS, cfr 
ig SQiqsosed ta paas through hk lorads^ aad 
nothmg can be doue without }m ordefs or 
fais sanetion. Hîs interests oogfat to be 
the raie and the primarjr dmlj- ûf ever; 
person in fais service^ and tfae Snsram Qo^ 
remment lias the sm^dt jr to write ai tfae 
faead of its législation : tiie Emperor of aH 
the Eusfflas is an antoerat monardi^ whose 
poirer is nnlimited* €k>d hiaiâelf ordsra a& 
to obej fais suprême will^ sot onljr freÉi 
fcar, but from eonnictioii. — ^Swod^ vol. L, 
«ec î., art, 1 *• 

* The.catecliinnr uscd m t\e "Pcl&A prvfîiicef. i^aks 
ef the bornage paid to the Emperor: it sap» that ^^ People 
must submit to tbe decrees of hîs justice, accordÎDg to 
ike example ciCkrktf wbo âediipoirtiw erow."^ M. 
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** Tte power of the GoTemment,** says 
an artîde of tiie sune code, '^ belcnigs^ in 
its ftill extent^ to the Govenunent.'' It is 
&e Croyemmeiii wfaich makes and wlnek 
cbanges tiie laws. llie 60th article kja 
it down as a role^ that the laws liare no re- 
trospectire force, but the foQowing article 
excepts ail those in which it îs expresslj 
stated that thej appl j to times anterior to 
the publication. The 70th article fcxrmallf 
states, that ^^ erery distinct or spécial ukas^ 
iqprplying to a certain causer or ta a certain 
arder of things, deprives tiie gênerai laim 
of their force for thèse santé causes ;** and 
il adds, that ^privilèges granted by the 
Emparor to indrridnals car to societias, mày 
ccmtain clauses contrasj to the gênerai 
k;i9% which k«e aU iheir e^Eèci as far aa 
âiose cases are .concemed/^ Ererjday 
exceptions to the gênerai laws pass; nxtder 

de la Mennais exclaîmed on tins snbject, '' It Kas been 
grreu to tk» man to enkrge tlie limais of bhwpbemy t" 
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the egis of thèse words, " ne t? primer 
driyagnim,^^ without application to other 
cases. Tjrannj has never held more frank 
language^ nor shewn less réserve in plainlj 
expressing her meaning; far from blushing 
at herself^ she believes, and would hâve jou 
to believe^ that she is the guardian angel 
of Eussia. 

The interest of the Sovereign is the due 
which runs through the labyrinth of Bus- 
sian législation. It is this which the 
Govemors of the Provinces are to attend 
to in the first place: the interest of the 
country is a secondary considération. The 
censorship is enjoined to attend to it above 
ail things. In the churches^ the Emperor. 
is placed on an equalitj with God. llie 
Czar is prajed for more than the hwuan 
race and the spread of , the Ooi^el of 
Christ ; and the liberty of religion is in-* 
scribed in the laws^ onlj that God may be 
prajed to for the happiness of the Sove- 
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reign^ in ail languages and according to 
ail religions forms*. 

The judicîal power appertains to the 
Czar as mucfa as the législative and the 
executive* The Emperor maj snspend, 
modify, revise, or quash every kind of sen- 
tence, mitigate or aggravate a pnnishment, 
and unhappily, Nicholas more freqnently 
uses the latter than the former of thèse 
privilèges. Prescription is a mère illusion* 

Baron B , an aid-de-camp of General 

Diebitsch was recommended to the Czar by 
the Field Marshal, respecting an afiair 
which had been terminated more than fif- 
teen years before, and the Emperor ordered 

Swod., Tol. If art. 45. '* Religions Itberty is given 
not onlj to Christians of différent sects, but also to the 
Jew8, the Mahometans, and the heathens, in order 
that aU nations residing in Russia, may glorify Almighty 
God in their différent languages, according to the law 
and the rite of their ancestors, hîessing the reign ofthe 
JRuman monarchs^ and imploring the Creator of the 
universe to increase the prosperity and the power qf the 
empire. 



174 BUâsiA vmœt 

thafc it shoaLl be reiFersed in the fiiU 
Senate. The bills of çxehaiige whidi ha4 
léd to the sale by auction of an esiate 
bdonging to bis £ather, w&te declared 
illcga], becattse ib&j bad been gireH to 
courteBana^ a^ tbe person wbo bad bougbt 
ibk estate at tbe auction was deprived cf 
it willHmt Bsxj md^oanification. 
. Tbe CzM is Président of tbe Coimcil £or 
tbe Empira but bis vote is net onlj i^ïk- 
4meà as two wben tbere is a division^ but it 
ayails even against tbe majoritj^ bowerâs* 
great tbat niay be. Tbe will of tbe Go«ya^ 
dl bas no ^ect except it be unanimous. lit 
is sufficient for one member to express aa 
opinion, at variance witb tbe other, for tbe 
Emperor to gire it tbe prépondérance. 
*^ Tbere is no evil witbout a compensation,** 
saj tbe Bussians, wbo find an apologj for 
everj «buse; and wbenever tbe majority is 
in error, tbe Emperor does well to décide 
agaînst it; but wben be desires to favour a 
courtier, or to punisb an adversary, be bas 
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BO tlifficniij in finding aileast one Toice^ ta 
ezpre» tiie opinûm wMch be désires to pie* 
wwL 

^'There is no law in Sussia," sajs Pnsdi- 
Un; ^the la^ is nailed to a stake, and tbit 
stake wesiB a crown/' The Bnssian lawyers 
Iwre no idea of justice^ and magistrates do 
not bdiere inUie sanctity af tlie law. Tbesre 
are as inaay laws as there may be particular 
eues, wfaence tihe fiusdan legislaticm is as 
dastic as the conscience of a jesoisL There 
are no laws in Bnssia: there are only ordi* 
nanoeSy ukaseï^ emanating from the capiiee 
of ibe master, or dictated by isokted cir^ 
eflonstaneeSy and such decrees do not ment 
the name of laws, saye when they hâve the 
fiyiee of snch'*'. Law has a moral and rea- 
Mnable hasîs; it flows from acknowledged 

* The Empress, Catherine 11^ having conyoked De- 
pnties to prooeed to draw up a code of laws, one of them 
mquired if there would be any ukases, and beiog answeied 
in the affirmative, exclaimed^ that '^ In that case there 
was nothing to be done,* and immédiate! y retumed to 
his owB province. 
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&cts^ which frequentlj recur^ from ascer« 
tained wants^ and is the expression of 
indisputable utilitj; ordinances^ on the con-^ 
trarj^ are only the inspirations of an 
îsolated will^ of a transitorj want^ real, or 
imaginary. Confiscation of property was 
abolished hj Catherine^ but it has been re* 
established by K icholas, in conséquence of 
the Polish révolution. Emigration was 
tolerated on condition of a certain payment 
to Government; Kicholas has caused it to 
be assimilated to high treason^ in conse-* 
quence of a Polish subject going to settle 
in Switzerland. Two charters^ those of 
Michael Romanof and of Catherine 11.^ per- 
mitted the nobles to réside in foreign coun- 
tries; iN'icholas^ from antipathy to libéral 
ideas^ limits their résidence abroad to five 
years^ imposes a tax on their passports^ and 
submits the delivery of them to ail kinds of 
difficulty. 

The Russian Government is perfectly 
aware that the unworthy proceedings in 



r 



NICHOLAS THE FIRST. 177 

which it takes pleasure^ cannot subsist ex- 
cept under the shelter of the grossest igno- 
rance and the deepest immorality : and, 
accordingly^ the main secret of its policy is 
to brutalize and demoralize the people. 
It is whoUj ignorant of the dignitj of man, 
which it makes to consist in a blind obé- 
dience to its decrees, and whoever has a 
sensé of bis individual worth is considered 
by it, as a rebel. It desires to command 
despoticaUy and to be servilely obeyed. 
M. Kùkôhiick brought out a play, called 
^' The Hand of the Most High/' which was 
replète with classic Czarism. The delighted 
Czsar sent for him; the poet, who had a 
brother implicated in the revoit of 1825, 
trembled when he appeared before the Sove- 
reign^ who inquired the cause of his fear, 
and encouraged him by saying, ^'It is an 
erery day occurrence, that of two brothers, 
one is base and the other honest." M. 
Polevoï who ventured to find fault with this 
famous play was arrested at Moscow, tom 

VOL, !• N 
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frOTi Lis family, dragged to St, Petersburg, 
and escorted bj a gen-d'armes in a cou- 
lier's car, and this shock had so great an 
effect npon him, that the libéral author wm 
trangformed into a fulsome parasite of the 
Court. On this occasion, some verses of 
ihe following purport were made. — 

*'The Hand of the Most HigV' bas ac- 
complished three prodigies, — it has sared 
the country, elevated Kukolnick, and ruined 
Polevoï. 

ISto bodj in Bussia dares to differ in opi- 
nion from the Emperor, even on the most 
triiling subject;- on a question of art, or of 
literature. When he has once giren bis 
opinion nothing remains but to accède to it 
or to remain silent. I one day asked a 
joumalist if he would give a review of the 
fiistory of M. Buturlin^ Adjutant-General 
to the Emperor? he answered with much 
fiimplicity, '^I bave not got two beads upon 
my sboulders." 

The Bussian Goyemment is a military 
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goyemment: strong and resolute, but brutal 
and precipitate^ ignorant and cruel. The 
forma, whîcli are otberwîse obserVed, are 
superfluous^ and would, in fact, bé ridiculous 
the moment they seemed only to mask its 
cmelty. Hie politeness of M. Douvelt had 
made him the buffoon of the secret police, 
and the Emperor whenever he wishes to 
be polite puts a constraint upon himself : 
like the sea and like Mirabeau, a handsome 
man is never so handsome as when he is 
angry. 

XJnder the reign of the sabre and the 
mustachio, the peacefui citizen feels ill at 
ease. Taleiit is ont of place where brutal 
force prerails; while the latter, though 
' blushing at itself, fears, hâtes, despises, and 
persécutes it. Civilization cannot be regu- 
kted by beat of drumj this noise is hate- 
■ fui, and it shuns it, withdraws in despair, 
and pines away in melancholy inactivity. 
'^Persécution,'* says a German proverb, ''is 
-Qie fate of talent in Russia." Persécution 

N 2 
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might be endured, and talent might consi- 
der it as a crown of laurels whenever its 
power is thus acknowledged and honoured; 
but when barbarism sways the sceptre, it 
atfects contempt for talent, as a futile ob- 
ject and the source of déception, rather 
than as a means of success. It encourages 
only those who amuse it, and, at the most, 
endures him who gives it no umbrage. 

In Russia, the term '^leamed man," is 
équivalent to an odd man, a poor devil, a 
sort of labourer; — a professor is on a par 
with domestics; a literarj man, one who 
has mistaken his yocation. lî an artist is 
welcomed and received, it is for the most 
part with an excess of enthusiasm or indif- 
férence which exceeds the limits of pro- 
priety, The singer loses his voice in Rus- 
sia; the artist can paint only soldiers or 
portraits; an architect of genius cannot get 
one plan adopted which does not resemble 
SQme édifice already known. The Emperor 
effaced a portrait by EJruger, because he 
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found eight buttons to hîs uniform instead 
of nine^ and sent it back to tbe artist at 
Berlin ! Count Benkendorf would not peiw 
mit a celebrated painter to set out for ItaXy. 
"What would you do there with the pea^ 
sants?" said he; to which the artiste being 
closely pui^hed, replied, " And what hâve I 
to do hère with servants?*' The Président 
of the Academy of Eine Arts invited M. 
B— to go and study the style of an 
obscure artist at Dusseldorf ; to which tbe 
other answered, "There is nothing in com- 
mon between us; he drinks water, and I 
drink wine." Another Bussian painter pre^ 
sented some pictures for churches, which 
had been ordered^ and the Emperor not 
only would not receive them, but had hîm 
expelled from the Academy, which did not 
afterwards dare to give him much employ- 
ment as a drawing-masten 

M. Petscherin, one of the most distitK 
guished pupils of the Institution of Profes^ 
sors, went to K'aples after having completed 
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hk eourse of study ai Berlin. The Seere- . 
taorj of tb^ Bussian Le^atiop at iN^aples 
had the imprudence to write a letter by ihe . 
pofit to a fnend at St. Pet^âburg^ telling 
him thafe he had jnst becc»ne acqoamted ' 
with Petscherin^ a man of talent^ but a 
violent re^ubUcan. The letter was of coozBe 
opened and read at ihe post-office^ and 
ord^rs were given in£it£U[iter to place M. . 
Patscherin under ihe inspection of the 
sooret police. On Im retnm to £11 a Philo- 
logical Chair at Moscow^ he perceiyed a spj . 
att^iding his lecture. Indignant at such a 
preeeeding^ he asked leave of absence to ^ 
gf> abroad^ and went to settle in Switzer- 
laad. M. 3trog<mof^ the Curator of the 
TJnlTerdty of Moscow, wrote to hun^ inyit- 
ing him to xetum, and promising to forget 
what was past. M. Petschain replied, that . 
he knew the fate wMch awaited him in 
Bjosûa; that he should hâve gold and deco- 
raiîons lavished upon him; but that to saek 
aooni^on^ he preferred poyertj and ind^ 
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pendence. His melancholy forebodings 
were more than realized. His relatives 
quîcklj abandoned him; his feither, who 
held the rank of Greneral, had alreadj 
refdsed him anj support, from the moment 
when he would not \>e preyailed upon to 
embrace the militarj career. His profomid 
and Tarions knowledge âdled to fumish him 
mth means of snbsistence; he made an 
unsnccessfdl attempt upcm his life ; and at 
length shut himself up in a Belgian monas- 
tery, where he now langnishes. May peace 
foUow him there, and may his name be 
branded on the forehead of the Eussian 
Govemmentl 

The countenance of the Sovereign, and 
long continued publie services^ £Eur from se- 
cnring a managainst arrogance, only expose 
him the more. ^^ Is it your décorations that 
make jon so prond? " said the Emperor one 
day to one of his Gênerais; ^'it was I who* 
gave them to you, and I will take ihem 
away.'' ^'You cannot make your Oadets 
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march/' said the Grand Duke Michael to 
Général Sch* *, and made the vétéran place 
himself in the ranks^ and march wîth the 
standard-bearers. Very recently, in 1843, 
the Emperor havîng entered the tent of the 
Prince of Oldenburg during the exercise of 
the troops, and perceiving on the carpet a 
spot of oil, which there had not been time 
to remove, wrote in the order of the day, 

^^I thank the Prince of for his nn- 

cleanliness/' which induced the Master of 
the Horse to tender his résignation. The 
Prince, though he retired from the service, 
could not overcome his taste for the Court, 
and ptsked the Emperor for permission to 
retaib the carriage and livery of the 
Court. Kicholas replied, that he had not 
expected such meanness in the Prince 

oî . 

It is difficult to décide whether brutality 
and despotism exceed the baseness and ser-* 
vility of the Bussian courtiers; as they mu- 
tually support each other, they are necessa* 
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lilj eqiial^ and deserre to be equallj con- 
tenmed. 

It is considered a mark of particular 
favour if the Emperor condescends to ad* 
dress anj of his subjects in the second 
person singular ; and his confidants imitate 
their Sovereign in speaking to their sub- 
ordinates^ who do not venture to use the 
same familiarity. 

Can we be astonished after ail this that 
a Minister should with impunitj^ and with 
his own hand^ strike a postmastcr? Everj* 
bodj in Eussia has done the same^ more 
or less, in the course of his life ; but it was 
for the heads to set the example. 

A gênerai aid-4e-camp to the Emperor 
iras very near proceeding to similar acts 
of violence towards a postmaster in Grer- 
many, who, however,, cooled his courage 
by threatening to treat him in the same 
manner. 

Ail the evil committed in Bussia is laid 
to the charge of the Emperor. This is 
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a jxecessary result of an absolnte GrOTem* 
ment; good or bad, example is always. 
cantagious when it cornes from an au- 
gust peisonage; but^ it is no les» tnze 
that^ wbere the good is not executed in 
conséquence of the négligence of the 
functionarieSy cruel orders and injudicions 
measur^ may often be indefinitively de-i 
ferred. ^'Abuses," said an ingenuous man, . 
'^are the salration of Eussia; it is verj 
common for nureasonable orders to be dis-, 
obeyed." 

The fiiends of justice and of the country, 
frequently excuse every abuse that is cQm-> 
mitted, by the want of superior men. 
Sueh men have^ howerer, never been 
lacking to great sovereigns. Peter L 
knew how to find in the streets a Men- • 
sdbiko^ to raise a Sphafiro^ to employ a 
Dolgorucky, to distinguish a Scheremete£^ 
to honour a Golovine. 

Gatiberine had a Fotemkin^ an Orlo^a 
Bumanzoff^ and a Suwarof. Genius and 
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talent crowd round a throne which gives^ 
tliem distincticHi, but they shun tbat which 
does Bot appreciate them. It would not be 
Yiéiy diffieult for î^icholas to find men 
of talent, if he knew how to make nse of . 
theiD. Bat thej avoid the service, and) 
bur j themselyes in their estâtes, or spend 
their leisure in foreign countries, because 
they aie men who require honoorable 
treatment, and will particîpate only in 
meritocipus actions. The German partj ia 
all-powerful in Bussia, and if the Baltie 
Provinces lure in the proportion of three 
to Mby^ with respect to the Bussian govem- 
ments, the functionaries of German origin, 
who sorround the Government, are, witk 
re^eet to the BassiaQS, in the inverse ratio 
of fiÔy to tbree. They fill the great digni- 
ties of the empire; the parts ofministers, 
ambassadors,. gênerais, and superior offîcers^ 
are giv^ in préférence to Germans. When 
P^er conquered the German Provinces» lie> 
little thought that he was subjectiiKg his 
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own country to them. lî hé was fond of 
foreîgners, it was not those with whôm lie 
peopled Siberia. The Germans, more 
civilîzed than the natives, conquered Rus* 
sîa, while they suflTered themselves tô be 
conquered. This same cîrcumstance bas 
taken place in China with the Mongols, in 
Italy with the barbarians, in Greece with 
the Romans. The savage conquerors imi» 
pose their yoke on civilized people, only 
to submit in their tum to be vanquished. 
But hère policy has done more than civiliza- 
tion. The secret of the success of the 
Germans is not their intellect; the Russian 
has a hundred times as much as the Finn, 
and the éducation of the Russians, though 
less yaried, is not less solid than that of the 
Germans. The latter owe their success to 
their characteristic persévérance, and thk 
is accounted for by the state of destitution 
which nails them to their post, a species of 
capacity which is admirably expressed by * 
the German word dtzfleisch. 
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The secret of the systematîc préférence 
which the Goyemment^ calling itself Bus- 
aiajï, gives to the Germans^ is the confidence 
which it ha43 in them ; for^ animated by a 
dévotion to the throne^ which is proôf 
against everj trial^they feel only indifférence 
for the countrj^ and hatred or contempt 
for the people. '^I do not serre !Bussi%'' 
said a foreigner of distinction; ^^I serve 
my master, Alexander Paulowitsch." Hence 
we may readily understand the hatred which 
tibie Bussians bear the Germans* '^Make 
me a Gennan,'* said Termalof, to the 
Emperor Alexander, who offered him the 
choice of a fayour. " Your Tschinn?^* says 
an actor in a play. ^' German/* he replied* 
^^Before thinking of entering a civil or mili- 
tary service, one thinks of becoming a Ger- 
man/' said a father to his son^ and, when 
the latter retumed to his country with aJl 
his German érudition, he everywhere found 
the doors closed against him. And why 
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W8S this? Because the vîrtue indispensable 
to success imder the Groreniment was not 
possessed bj him — it is an inberitance 
dépendant on the blood^ and not on the 
intellect. 

The throne of Russia is open to both 

. sexes^ but the maies hâve precedence of the 

females^ and the elder sons of the younger. 

At the death of the Emperor^ the sceptre 

descends to bis eldest son^ or if he dies with- 

ont maie heîrs^ to a yomiger brother^ and 

so on^ till the entîre extinction of the maie 

branches^ affcer whîch the empire fiills to 

ihe female line^ nearest to the last Ozar. 

, The husband of the Empress enjojs the 

.rights belonging to the wives of ihe 

.Emperors, except the title of Impérial 

. Majesty. 

If the Crown should fall, by inheritance^ 
to a Princess who is sovereîgn in another 
eountry^ she would bave to choose bètween 
ihe two thrones and the two religions^ if 
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she professed one différent from that of 
Eusaia. The reigning Sovereigns can pro- 
fesB no other tihan the Greek religion. 

The issue of tfae marriage of ihe Impérial 
&ixùlj, and an individnal not belonging to 
anj reigning honse^ cannot ascend ihe 
throne. 

Ifo heir to the Crown is at liberty for- 
mally to renotmce it. 

The Sovereign has attained his majority 
at the âge of sixteen. The minor who is 
called to the throne is nnder a tutor and a 
govemor, which offices may be held by one 
individnal^ or by two différent persons. 
The choice of them belongs to the Emperor, 
who may nominate them in his lifeiime. 

K not otherwise provided for, thèse fonc- 
tions belong of right to the father or the 
mother of the young Sovereign, and in 
default of thèse, to the uncle. The Kegent 
mûst be assisted by a council of six persons 
oî his own appointment. The members of 
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the Impérial familj maj be admitted to it^ 
but they are not an intégral part of it. 

The arms of the empire of Sussia 
are a black eagle with two heads and 
three crowns, on a field of gold^ hold- 
ing a golden sceptre in the right claw, and 
a globe in the lefk. The shield bears the 
arms of Moscow; St. George on a white 
charger^ piercing the dragon with his 
spear*. The right wing of the eagle is 
ad'omed with three shields^ emblazoned 
with the arms of the three kingdoms of 
Casan^ Astracan^ and Siberia^ and on the 
left wing are those of Poland, Taurida^ and 
Finland. On the breast of the bird hangs 
the chain of the order of St. Andrew. 

The Empress receives 600,000 rubles a 
year, besides what is requisite for the main- 
tenance of her household. She has this 



* This ia a false and arbitrary imitation of the pri- 
mitive arms of Moscow, which represent only the Czar 
himselfj for whom St. George has ' been gratuitously 
substituted. 
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snm so long as the Emperor lives; after 
the death of her hnsband^ she enjojs this 
income while she résides in Bussi% but if 
she quits the countij she bas only tbe half. 
The heir presumptive^ besides the main- 
tenance of his household^ receives 200,000 
rubles a year; his wife 160,000 rubles 
during the life of her hnsband, and double 
if she becomes a widow. Theîr children 
hâve 60,000 rubles each, till their majority, 
or their marriage. His daughters and 
grand-daughters receive a million rubles as, 
their portion; the great grand-daughters 
300,000 rubles, and the more remote de* 
scendant 100,000 rubles each, &c. 
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Chapter vu. 

ON THE RUSSÏAN POLICY. 

The comer-stone of the Bussîan empire^ 
of îts power, its riches, and of îts policy, k 
Peter the Great. He is met wîth at eT«ry 
Step, and everywhere he is suhKme and 
admirable; While, wîth one hand, he dis- 
persed the Swedish fleet on the Baltic, with 
vessels which he had created ont of nothing, 
and, having conquered at Pultowa, erected 
upon impénétrable morasses, a marvellous 
city, he indicated with the other hand the 
road to Calcutta, founded settlements on 
the Caspîan and the Black Seas, the cur- 
rents of which, ever since, hâve borne the 
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BuBaian shîps direct to the walls of Byzan- 
tium. He failed^ indeed^ at Ehiva^ and 
was reduced by the Treaty of the Pruth, 
whiiher he had been led by the pride of 
victory, to raze Azov, which he had just 
before taken from the Turks; but he 
conquered an entire province from Per- 
9ia^ and covered the Gaucausua with a net- 
work of fortresses so pkced as to check the 
incursions of its hordes of banditti. Stand- 
ing with a firm foot in Europe, on the ruin9 
of the Swedish power, he opened in Asia a 
yast field of material and moral conquest to 
Bussia, and advanced the first step towards 
unlversal empire. His successors foUowed 
bis poUcy, but it was too gigantic and too 
much beyond their measure, and therefore, 
to this day, as in the time of Peter the 
Gkeat, Bussia is still two steps from Gon* 
stantinople and Galcutta, those main points 
of universal empire, those roads which lead 
to the tomb or to conquest; two steps, for- 

o2 
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mîdable to take, and whîch, perliaps. Eus- 
sîa never will achieve. 

It bas obtamed some conquests bj anns ; 
dîplomacj bas undermined tbe ground wbicb 
séparâtes Bussîa from tbe Mediterranean 
and tbe Pacifie Ocean^ but it bas bitberto 
wanted tbe power to spring tbis immense 
mine. Having once entered on tbis course 
of conquest, Russia can bardly go back ; it 
is a rapid declivity wbicb it is now more easy 
to descend tban to reascend. To conquer 
or die, bas bitberto been tbe only alter- 
native of conquering Powers, and ail tbose 
wbicb bave aspired to universal empire bave 
failed, wben tbey bad reacbed only balf tbeir 
course. Will Russia be an exception to tbis 
gênerai rule ? 

Considérable progress, it is true, bas 
been made on tbe road pointed out by 
Peter tbe Great. Poland no longer sépa- 
râtes Russia from Europe; Turkey, stripped 
of several parts of its territory, is no better 
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than a corpse; and^ with some military 
talent^ the occupation of Constantinople 
might be easily effected. Persia is subject 
to the will of the Eussians ; the Caucasus, 
which still mocks at theîr power, so blindly 
expended in that countrj, is not an insur- 
mountable obstacle. Khiva and Bochara 
feel the Muscovite influence^ so that when 
Eussia moves, Asîa trembles, India is agi- 
tated, and London in consternation. It is 
to the East that ail the great questions of 
policy converge; there, once more the fate 
of the world must be decided. Petersburg 
cannot remain the capital of Eussia; itis 
an advanced camp, the founder of which 
never intended to make it a permanent ré- 
sidence. Constantinople or Calcutta, thèse 
are the natural capitals of empire. The 
Oolossus is checked in its steppes, without 
sea^ and extends its arms towards the 
océan. Will it ever reach it ? If Eussia 
invaded the East, Germany would remain 
plunged in its léthargie slumber. France 
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could do nothing wîthout England, and 
would besides hâve only to chose betweèn 
the possession of Asîâ by the English or hj 
the Bussians. England and Eussîa there- 
fore ioaay dîvîde the world between tbetn. 
The first seriously threatened in India 
would eâsily leave the second to establish 
itself in the Bosphorus; but then Austria 
would claim her share ; France would op- 
pose her veto, and, if she were indemnified 
by the cession of Egypt, ît would be ne- 
cessary to cède IPoland to Gertnany, which 
wôuld be an exchange altogethet to the 
àdvantage of Kussia. 

Hitherto the Court of St. Petcfôburg bas 
endeavoured to sever France from England, 
thirough mean and personal views. It suc- 
ce^dàeà for a moment ; but having no mind 
to aittach itself to France, its work bas coiûe 
,to nothing. It may find occupation fbr 
SVance, and iuÛ or intimidate Grermany ; 
tmi England îb âlwayd awake, and làe 
geniûB of Peter the Créât is not inhéritdd 
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bjr hia descendants. Ail thèse questions 
are therefore adjoumed^ and Eusda wonld 
baye done better if she had suffered them 
to lie dormant till the advent of the man 
wko diall be able to solve them at onee. 
The michangeableness which distingnidies 
the Bussian policj is rather adverse than 
faTourable to it ; bj directing the gênerai 
attention to it, secresy and surprise, which 
are the first conditions of success in poliiics, 
are rendered impossible. 

The danga: is^ nevertheless» ccmsidered 
great and urgent. In fiict^ if Bu^ia were 
once established in India> the political 
balance would be desixoyed ; the conquests 
whidi she makes in Asia are advantages 
gained over Europe. Without doubt Asia 
^i^fat nt)t to be tributary to Ikirope^ and 
we must eamestlj désire to hasten the 
subjecticoi of barbarism to civilkaiion. 
Without doubt Asia wotdd gain by the 
eoaqnest of Bussia ; but what then would 
be the fate of the wcarld — ^what the âtite 
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of lîberty ? Slavery, and, above ail, mili- 
tarj slavery! As loc^ as Bussia shall 
serve under this banner, the friends of 
liberty cannot wîsh her success în her war- 
like undertakings. The day when sbe shall 
sway the sceptre of the universe, the liber- 
ties of the world will be at an end. Even 
then there might be glorious wars, for theîr 
object would be independenee ; but the 
issue would be fatal to their noble cause. 
Even after having trîumphed abroad^ Buasia 
wîll succumb at home. It is not with the 
evil which ferments în her bosom, and which, 
though latent and dormant, is nevertheless 
terrible, that she can venture to hazard 
new conquests. Her noblest conquests are 
at home. There she may increase her 
population tenfold, civîlize and enrich it. 
Under the effect of a great internai shock 
her parts will become dislocated, and the 
conquered nations would avenge themselves 
by cruel reprisais. Whereas, after haviiig 
triumphed over intestine dangers, after 
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having solved the questions of internai life, 
she will be able^ with less appréhension, to 
brave extemal dangers. The part which 
Bussia is destined to actinAsiais secured 
to her by the power of circmnstances, even 
bj her geographical position alone : it is 
noble, it is great and sublime ; but in order 
to accomplish it conformably to the laws 
of equity and perfectibility, she must her- 
self hâve progressed in the course of ciTili- 
zation, that she may not by new conquets, 
eommit acts of spoliation on her masters in 
knowledge and liberty. 

Such is the idéal, and it is always encou- 
raging to hâve such a vast horizon before 
you, even though you never reach the 
bounds; but it is not the reality; — ^this is 
gloomy and humiliating. 

In this point of view, Gonstantinople and 
Oalcutta are but chimeras, and Warsaw is 
the chain of the galley slave which binds 
Bussia to a volcano, ever on the eve of an 
era^tion. Gonstantinople is to her what 
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.Alexandria is to France^ and Rome io 
Aiatria. As for Calcutta^ its occupation 
exists only in the imagination of Engliah 
agents^ who would veil their own intrigaes 
by disquieting public opinion with tbe pro- 
jecta of an empire which is vain enough io 
suffer such reports to gain crédit^ and un- 
mse enough not to contradict them» 

In order to reach Calcutta^ the Russiaos^ 
io whom beat aione is an invincible enemjr^ 
would bave to traverse countries unJaiown 
and unbealtby^ and to combat warlike na- 
tions, who hâve often withstood very formi^ 
dable attacks. For such an enterprise^ 
which demands more wealth than they now 
possess^ thej would bave to sacrifice entire 
armies. Thej want money, tbe very sinews 
of war, and will long want it. Even su^ 
posing tbat Russia couid conquer India, 
what advantage would she dérive £rom it at 
this moment? Her manufit^ctures andher 
commerce are absolut^ly nuU; the first cân- 
uot even supply tbe wants of thô coontigr, 
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ââid the seconti is in its infane j: and it is 
wytoîîons ihat ît is manufactures and corn- 
m^erce elone that render the poâsession of 
India important to fkigland. 

Europe^ then^ may tum her ejes from 
Oalcutta^ for it id évident that tbere can be 
iio ground for serions alarm in that quarter, 
^ seek Russia on that side^ renders one 
liable to miss seeîng her in othet quartef s 
"where she môre nearly threatens the future 
condition of thé world. When politicians 
ascribe to Russîa a systematîc tendency 
towairds the Pacific Océan, and admirable 
peî^everance în overcoming the obstacles 
^hich separate her from ît, they do more 
honour to hér polîcy than it deserves. I 
ask no other proofs of this than the un- 
happy end of M. Witkewitsch. England 
imagined for a long time that at Oabool 
and Lahore he had acted conformably wîth 
his instructionià, and yet, on bis retom 
from ttie EîBcst, after an audience of Count 
Kesselrode, he bleir out hîs brains, The 
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Mmister had told him that he shouldbe 
compelled to set him aside for a certain 
time, and assuredlj he did not add, that it 
was to please England, or at least to lull 
its suspicions, otherwîse the young officer 
would not hâve shot himself. The Govern- 
ment took much pains to conceal this 
event, and the remains of Witkewitsch were 
disposed of Uke those of a private. 

Thanks to the vigilance of Europe the 
project of occupying Constantinople, if not 
wholly abandoned, is at least adjoumed 
sine die, and we even saw Nicholas, in 1833, 
support the power of the Sultan, which he 
could not destroy, at the moment when it 
threatened to crumble to pièces under the 
attacks of Ibrahim. Did he désire to 
attach to himself by gratitude, those whom 
he could only half conquer by force of 
arms, or did he fear to see the Ottoman 
Empire Consolidated under the sceptre of 
the Pacha of Egypt, and thus enabled to . 
brave his power ? But the gratitude of the 
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Turks îs by no means eqnal to their inve» 
terate hatred of the Rossians ; it will never 
stifle the voice of theîr well-understood 
interest^ and the ancient policy which 
would leave an enemy to min himself by 
intestine discorde is still the best. 

As for the foreign influence, which it 
might hâve been wished to annnl in Turkey, 
if it sufficed to prevent Rossian interfér- 
ence, itwill be able to render ephemeral 
any alliance between the two Bmperors. 
However thîs may be, the chîvalaresque pro- 
ceeding of iSTicholas ended only in a stérile 
manœuvre, and in a Protectorate, which, 
at the best, is only illusory. It was not 
otherwîse in 1840. At the moment when 
the Bussîan troops were about to enter 
Syrîa to support the décisions of the Allies 
with regard to Mehemet Ali, England, 
jealous of ail Eussian intervention, had 
rendered it unnecessary by her splendid 
successes at sea. 

It is an évident fact, that since the com- 
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Hkeneemeiit of tbe reign of ^^icholas^ Bus* 
mxk policy kts bacome weaker and weaker. 
It neTàr waa more unpopular^ or more dl&- 
credited in public opinion» thai arbitresa of 
mur agOj whoae power is continuaJly in- 
ereasing. It is detested in Germany^ 
abhonred in Italj^ ruined in Greece^ exiled 
fsom âpain^ mute in France. The antl- 
social princij^e, and its hatred of enligbten^ 
laent, nndermina ita âtrength and future 
prosperity. It destroys it^elf by ita ten- 
dency to absM>lutism;» and by ita baugbtj 
language^ which its power by no means 
juatifies;, and the vanity of whicb is now fuUy 
mnderatood. Beduced to the friendahip to 
Ausl^ whieh^ though uneasy at her ^i* 
eroachmentai unitea with her^ on account of 
tbe dangera which threaten abaolutism in 
|K>tb empires ; looked upon with dislike even 
in Frasaiai ahe maintaina her ground in 
Qenuany only> by the alliances which edat 
between the Courts : family alliances which 
are alwàya ephemeral. 8he îa aa unpopular 
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aniong the Sclavoman nations as Aiistriac ia 
weloome; thej prefer the Austriaoi to tfaa 
BiKsian Govei!nmenty and the conformitrjr of 
religion and language is not ealculated Un 
macome the répugnance with which ihe 
hÈt&t inspires th^aou lîl^icholas, by canTing 
aie misfortimes of Poknd to the ntmost^ 
has alienated ail hearts from Bussi% and 
haa thns created a fonnidahle support to the 
cause of libertj^ which wiU not fail to bear 
itafniît. 

The dignitj and the resolution of Busaian 
poUcy are lauded^ and indeed, it would be 
sarprising if its language wexe not expUcit 
and décisive^ mih a nation of 60^000^000 
m&EÊ^ bent under the yoke of absolute 
pomer, supported by a numerous army» 
whidi may be recrmted ad injinitum, with-^ 
oai exdting any serions opposition^ seated 
im a soil which tempts nobody, for nobody 
defflres to conquer snow and sand; not 
cœstrained in its naoyements by national 
ea^tro}> the Bussiaxi Govemment^ whi^ 
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knowB the waxlike temper of îts people^ 
which has issued victorious from so manj 
struggles^ and little disposed to endure aiiy 
compromise wîth the enemy^ cannot'and 
ought not to suffer itself to be intimidated 
bj any menace, and is able to menace in its 
tum. But what gives true dignity and real 
force to a poUtical System is its object, its 
tendency, and in this respect Bussia has not 
always been free from reproach. As for its 
means, she does not invariably prefer the 
most moral, and her perfidy passes impro- 
perly for abîlity. 

Her diplomatists hâve the réputation of 
being able men, thanks to traditional quali- 
ties which they acquire in the long course 
of service, and which consist in an habituai 
craft, a kind of coin which weaxs away 
with every dupe. Russian diplomacy is cer- 
tainly that which has most contributed to 
injure its cause, for none any longer be-r 
lieve its necessity, and ail dislike its -pto^ 
ceedings. It is difBicult to conceire the 
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litile kindness which the Bussian légations 
manifest towards iheir fellow countrjmen^ 
and, it is affirmed, that it is in order to dis-* 
gust them with yisiting foreign countries 
that they refuse to show them the least com« 
plaisance. One is repairing his apartments, 
another his fortune, and they cannot give 
fêtés; a third announces his intention of 
giving one, only when he foresees the death 
of some great person, which will oblige him 
to countermand his invitations. A fourth 
says, to whoever will hear him, that his re- 
lations with the Court at which he résides, 
are too precarious for him to venture on 
asking it for the slightest courtesy. Arro- 
gance is the gênerai rule of ail, and polite- 
ness only an exception. 
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chapter vni. 

ON THE BUSSIAN POLICE. 

I FiRfiT became acquainted with the po^ 
lice of St. Petersburg in tke autmxui nf 
1840. I had made an excursion to the 
1)aths ai Beval^ and returaed by a steamw 
which goes to 8weden; wô weaee therafbw 
deteiued ai Cronstadt for two tedions homi^ 
before ail the absurd formalities to i^hich 
foreigners are subject on entering Bussia 
were completed. On our arrivai at St. 
Petersburg, whUe we were at dinner^ a 
barrier was put up to prevent our leaving the 
boat till the coming of the officer whose 
business it was to distribute the passports. 
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iSTotwiifastanding ihe difficolties «nd the 
accidents of the voyage^ we were pimc- 
tuall^ at the rendezvtms; fout the offiœr 
iras aot* There is a Bussian proverh which 
sajs^ '' Seven men mast not waît for one;" 
and we were at least seyenty, maiiy pî 
whom were rather higher in office and nâik 
tban the police officer^ not to speak of otlitr 
distmctioDS^ which are heid in less éstina* 
tion in Itiissia. EQs arrivai was the signal 
of onr deliverance; he was inunediatdy 
assailed by the most urgent^ who availed 
tiMjnselves of their titles^ and ware^ of 
conrse^ attended to foefore the rest Pnnee 

T , a gentleman of the chamher^ ob- 

tained liis passport first of ail, and then the 
whole of his smte. The offieer indeed 
made some objection to the latter; but the 
Prince peraisting^ he çalled Ltflenr and 
l!rontan before the other passengeis.. Tlœn 
came a taibr;, begging the offieer noi to 
make a countryman wait; the o^er was 
a Fmnlander, and the tailor a Jew. I was 

PS 
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more înclined to laugh than to bë angfj at 
this scène, when an incident forcèd me to 
become an actor, instead of a inere looker- 
on» ( M. B., the coimcillor of state, canie 
up tô me, and entreated me to procure his 
passport for him, as he was attending upon 
his wifé, who had been confined to her bed 
during the whole voyage, in conséquence of 
an opération which she had undergone at 
Beral. I did not doubt that such serions 
reasons would enable me to obtain tbe 

desired favour for Madame and M. E ; 

and accordingly I approacbed the oflficer, 
hat in hànd, and as he spoke Prehch, whîch 
generallj passes in Eussia as an indication 
of some éducation, I calculated upon meet* 
ing with a courteous réception. 

"Sir,'* said I, '* would you hare the great 
complaisance to give me thé passport of 
Madame E — ? She is yery ill, ând it wîll 
therefore take some time to convey her to 
her résidence." 

"Sir," replied he cavaJierly; "your lady 
may wait." 



KICHOLAS THE FIRST. 213: 

Being thus disappointed^ I replied that 
iîhis. was consuhîng bis own ease. Iinme-* 
^iatelj the other passengers^ especiallj the 
liétdîes^ who were présent ai. this scene^ ex* 
pressed tlieir regret, and the înterest which 
they felt for the invalid lady. One word 
led to another, and one of the ladîes ob- 
served, ''We hâve now been waiting four 
hours;" upon which the officer exclaimed, 
*'It is not true that you bave been waiting 
four hours." 

I lost patience at this impertinence, and, 
exdaimed, '^Kobody spoke to you. Sir/* 

'^What does that mean?'» 

''That means that you bave no right to 
mix in conversations that do not concem 
you." 

"Who are you?" 
< I mentioned my name. 

''Where do you serve? " 

''Where you do not serve." 

*'I forbid you to go away without my, 
permission." 



314 KSSSIA UKBBK 

Ifbreseeing that this permiasiou wimld 
Iba éàkjeà, I Yr^nt away munediatelj; ni 
ott the f (bUowing daj was înyiiied to waît <»i 
the^ ehief of the police^ Major^G^aeial 
Kalcoschkin. 

^ Bir,** said he; ''your first step on ymer 
rêtum^from ahroad bas been eliaracterized 
bjr a want of respect to tke officers of tlia 

^I hâve been orûj to Beval,'* I replied^ 
overtuming by this one word the whole 
e^ce of mcendiary idea& which are 
supposed to be imbibed m foreign eoua* 
tries. , 

^^Tour permit mentioB» Helaingfors/* 

'^Binen if I had gone there^ Greneral^ I 
should not hâve gone beyond the limita of 
the Russian empire." 

^^ H"o matter wheaee you corne, you onght 
to respect the fmictionaries»" 

'' I assure you, Greneral, that I a» nerer 
wâftting in rei$pect towards those wha merit 
it.- 
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. '' And wfaat did yau saj when you were 
aâked where you served?'* 

^This question was pcsfectly superflaous; 
your officer had oar passports in Us band, 
and mîglii therefore bave known preciselj 
nihfire I served; besides^ I only answered 
what was qnîie correct; for, in trutb, I do 
not serre wbere he serves." 

^'Do not you tlrink that that is very 
oflFensive?" 

^' I bave alwajrs tbougbt^ your Ëxcell^icy, 
tbat every kînd of service was equaUy 
bMourable; but tbe manner in wbicb we 
aeqnit ourselves in it impaxts to it its dig- 
oii^; andy i£ your officer bas complained of 
my words because be took tbem for a re- 
{sroacb respecting tbe manner in wbicb be 
{Axfonned bis duty^ I will. not be so impo- 
Kie as to contradict bim on tbis point* 
Will you allow me to explain wbat passed 
l^elween us?" 

^<I mil not bear any excuse." 
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'^You bave, however, received his coin- 
plaint." 

*' Yes; and I shall not show it to you."" 

'' But I may bave reasons for complaint on 
my side." 

^'Complaint? I désire^ ihen^ that you 
lay it before me in twenty-four hours." 

^' I can do it sooner." And I wa^ about 
to witbdraw wben be cried— 

*' Where are you going?" 

" What is your pleasure, Greneral?" 

*' Go about your business.** 

Just as I was opening tbe door^ be called 
out to tbe clerks in tbe cbancery tbat tbey 
were not to draw up any kind of complaint 
for me. 

Some bours afterwards I was visited by 
two of tbese gentlemen, wbo offered me 
tbeir services on condition tbat I sbould 
not betray tbem. 

I delivered to tbem a statement wbich I 
bad drawn up; I paid one of tbem, and 
ibougbt it unnecessary to give anytbing to 
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tiie other; but as I held out my hand^ he 
imagîned ihat it contained a fee^ and ajmost 
tore off the skin as if he expected to find a 
bank note beneath it. I afterwards met 
with one of thèse officiais, who told me, 
with a most mysterious air, that M. Eakosch* 
kîn had required the Govemor-General 
to hâve me put under the surveillance of 
the police. I thought that this man wished 
to fleece me anew, and thanked him for 
the interest which he testified for me. I^ 
however, never leamt the resuit, or indeed 
heard anything more of the matter. 

On another occasion, at the fête of Ca* 
therinenhof, where eyerybodj is allowed to 
smoke, just as I was lighting my cigar, a 
poUce-officer, half drunk, came up to me, 
apparently in the act of striking me on the 
fingers, and said, '^How do y ou dare to 
smoke in a place lyhere the Impérial family 
intend to walk?" An officer of the guards, 
who was with me, saved me the trouble of 
being angry, for he wannly took my part; 
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but he could nai discover the name of tibe 
offieer^ whâ obserred a pntdait silence* 

One erening, as I was qnitting ihe Ereneh 
théâtre, and dreTT near tovrardâ thB ^oor, a 
cold wmd met me, and aceordingly I put an 
mj bat just at the entsance of the corridor. 
Tha police-offîcer who was on the spot said^ 
* Bîr, yoii put on jour hat too soob." 

Another time my peHsae iras sjbolen at a 
psdhrate reaida^e. The nuister of the house 
immediately sent his servant to the police- 
offiffî,. where he was detained several houra^ 
waiting for the retmn of the commissarf. 
Qêl tàe following: day, the serraiit was 
agam âispatch^ and broughi me the &l- 
tewing answer: ^Tell your master, that 
sîace be did not think. fit to wait for me 
jfeaterday, I am not imdlined to mab^a aiqr 
iaqumes.'^ I must eonfeas that a siuq^icioB 
aifterwards crossed my mind that the serrant 
bÛDttelf soight bave been the thief,. and, m 
âai ease, would natorally bave iaTcnted tk» 
praeeedmgH at the poUce-offiee^ 
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One àAj, wheoBk I related a number of 
pettj vexations to a public offieer^ ke 
wtisweteà, tbat I had really been nnluckj^ 
tnr tiiat nothing of the kind had ever hanj^ 
ptMsè to bimaell It is possible^ in laet, 
tibat being destkied to unyeil the infomieB 
of tbe Buaiûan Goveniment, it may bave 
been the will of &te to make me know them 
by pcarsonal expérience; but to prove that 
others are not exempt from similar annojr* 
ance% I will mention the following &ct8y 
wUeh hare ccme to mj knowledge^ among 
a t&ottsand others* 

The youBg Prince V * * * had kept a 
IVench 'miatress^ on whom he had settkd 
an annuitj after his mamage. Thia ladj 
mAaeqpeûÛj resided in the street of Yonesk 
genbaja» in St. Feterdburg^ and had the 
miafortune tù please the police offîcer of 
âiat qnarter* Hia assiduities having been 
refected^ hia anget was excsted^ and le pef* 
mteà in persecuting this mifortunate ladj. 
nie wretck brîhed the gracer at the eoner 
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of the Street^ the porter of the hoùse^ and 
her own maid^ to act as spies. The servant 
soon after was afflicted wîth sores on her 
body^ in conséquence of a maladj brought 
on by a dissoluie lîfe. The police officer 
immediately informed againsi her mistress 
for having beaten her so severely as to 
inflict wounds. He obtained an order to 
arrest her^ and presented himself to his 
victim, offering her two ways to escape per- 
sécution : either to yield to his wishes> or 
to pay 10^000 rubles^ and^ as she indig- 
nantly rejected this base proposai^ he had 
her seized in her bed^ and carried in her 
sheets to the police office^ where she was 
entered on the list of prisoners. She wrote 
many letters to Oount Benkendorf, who, 
however^ was not in the habit of reading 
those which were addressed to him. She 
languished in a filthy dungeon^ where she 
remained^ till at length her maid^ who was 
a serf in the govemment of Twer, impelled 
by remorse, went and confessed the whole 
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io hier lord^ who succeeded in obtaining the 
deliyerance of the innocent ladj, but 
wîthout procuring the punishment of the 
guîlty- 

A young maii^ on his wedding-daj^ hired 
some diamonds for his bride which were 
stolen during the night; He waited on the 
eonunissary of police^ who^ after haying 
heard.his complaint/ opened his desk and 
showed him the jewels. The young man 
hastened to tàke them. " There are 6000 
rubles to pay/' said the commissary. The 
poor young man observed that^ as he 
lived on his salary^ he could not procure 
such a sum; upon which the commissary 
quietly locked the drawer which contained 
the diamonds. The bridegroom immedi- 
ately hai^tened to General Eakoschkin^ and 
gave him the particulars of what had just 
franspired. 

^^ I hâve no such officers/' said the. chief 
of the police ; and dismissed him with ^a 
haughty air. 
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Amaai took a robber m ike very hct, anfl 
brought him to the police office. ^ Oh^ ùiât 
is an old acqoaintanoe/' said ihe cdxuB»- 
saiy^ and let liim go. 

A certain phjBÎdan faad attended the 
&iml j of the commissKry of tiie first dis- 
trict of St. Peterfidburg. The latter^ im 
ac&ing hnn how he could recompense him 
for his attendance, the physician replied, 
^^ if jon would do me a great pleasure^ give 
me the watch that is hanging up against 
tiie wàU/' It was^ in fact^ the very watch 
whidi had been stolen from him some time 
previous^ and had since remaîned in the 
hands of tiie police. 

Prince M * * * gave notice to the 
police that he had been robbed of his cloak. 
Some days afierwards an officer came to 
inform him that ail his endeavomrs to find 
his cloak had been fruitless. The prince 
went outwith him into the antechamber, 
and actoally »w the man pnt on his 
own cloak. He was amazed, but ^id in>t 
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inake anj reinark to the oUiging poUce 
éfRc&r, for it is tfais name bj idiich 
tibe esAchpcies are designsted in Busml 
€^eral Kakosclikîn^ in particnlar^ tafeee 
pleasnre in so designating them eren in 
the Bnssian langnage. He was desiron «f 
o1)tainmg for tliem the right o£ wearing 
epaulettes^ but ihe Emperôr bas had tàie 
good seûse to refuse it. 

Oount Benkendorf once lost 1000 rubloB 
in bank assignats, and immediaielj ac- 
quainted the police of it. General Eakosi^ 
km instantlj had them recorered; bot, 
lo and behold, the count's valet de chambre, 
on brushing bis dothes, found the sum in 
ûkB lining of bis great coat ! The mon^ 
was restored to General Kakoschkin, but 
he was not removed from bis office; <m 
the contrarj, he had reason to be grat^il 
to the nainister, who rendered him an im- 
portant service on the following occasion ^-l. 
M. Perowsky, Minister of the Interior, 
bcing désirons to regulate làe salé of 
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provisions^ caused the journal of a butcher 
at St. Fetersburg to be seized; in this 
ledger there was a dailj entr j of the qoan- 
tities of méat whicb be delivered gratis 
to the police officers. The minister de- 
nounced this abuse to the Emperor^ who 
instructed Gount Benkendorf to institute 
an inquiry^ but recommended him at the 
same time to screen bis favourite aid-de- 
camp^ Kakoschkin^ in case he should be 
found to be too deeplj implicated. Thè 
fatal book was soon brought to M. Pe- 
rowskj^ with the request that he would 
put bis seal upon it^ a formalitj whicb be 
had omitted. This being done^ it was found 
that the butcher had not given anjtbing 
to the police, for, of course, the book in 
question had been excbanged for another, 
perfectly similar, with the omission of the 
items to the police, and thus the affair 
dropped. 

A person who was travelling in one of 
the carnages on the Paulowskj fiailway. 
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had hîs pocket picked. On arriving at 
Petersburg he lodged his complaint in tlie 
faithful hands of a police oflScer; I say 
faithfdl^ because they never give up what 
they hâve once taken. The officer required 
witnesses, asking whether any one had seen 
the thief în the act of stealing. " I did/* 
replied an old man. ^' And who are you ? '* 

demanded the officer. "M, ^ Privy 

Councillor of State." "I beg your Excel- 
lency's pardon," " What is there to par- 
don ? insolence is your trade." 

M. Roidofnikin, head of the Asiatic de- 
partment, was put into the guard-house 
for having crossed a parade; when the 
police were about to enter his name in 
in the book, he mentioned his titles. 
^^Why did you not speak before?" said 
thé Commissary. " Ton did not ask me any- 
thing/' he replied ; and was immediately dis- 
missed with ail the respect due to his rank. 

A vétéran officer one day mentioned in 
Company at St. Petersburg, that it was 

VOL. I. a 
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an error ta siq)pose that duelliog waa pio- 
Mlûted in Bussia; for tliftl he once Imà 
fhe misfortnae to kill an officer in Ma 
régiment without havHig been ealled to^ 
account for it. Walls Ëtare ears m t}m 
country^ aad his words vere soon reported 
to the police, than they secured him who had 
uttered them^ and then commenced a search 
for the person whom he affirmed that be 
bad kîlled. They soon discovered an îndi- 
TÎdual of the i^me name who had served 
in the army, but had afterwards entered 
a ciTÎl employment. A colonel of gens- 
d'armes waited on him. 

" Your name is — — ?" said he. 

'^At yonr service." 

** Ton were acquainted witb^ or are ae* 
quainted with M. ?" 

^^ We were of the same régiment^ but as 
} was an offieer and he an ensign, we were 
but slightly acquainted with each othear." 

" Can you tell mc^ Sir, how ytm paas your 
day?»^ 
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**]5rothmg îs more easy. I pass my days 
as I pass the weeks^ months^ and years* I 
go daîly to my desk at the post-office^ 
erery Saturday to the baths, and every 
Snnday to mass.*' 

^^ Would y ou be so obKging as to undress 
before me?" 

** Why so, if you please?** 

*^I cannot tell yon, but I must posîtively 
sce you undressed.** 

"I am a partîcularly modest man. Sir,, 
and you wîU really oblige me by not însîst- 
îng npon so extraordinary a demanda* 

*^ I am extremely sorry. Sir, but it must 
be; I dare not take a refusai." 

** Well, if it must be, it must; but I can 
only think of one expédient: you must corne 
on Saturday to the bath, and then your 
curiosity may be satisfied, whatever strange 
motive gives rise to it.** 

The Colonel was punctual to the rendez- 
vous, and after having examined the body 
of the ex-offieer, he told him that hîs an- 

ft2 
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cient comrade had boasted of having killed 
him, and the police thought that he might 
at least haye wounded him, and had di- 
rected him to ascertain the truth. He was 
delighted at being able to report to his 
superiors, that there was no foundation for 
the assertion. 

General D. formed a liaison with a French 
actress, who had previously been acquainted 
with a young man, who owed her three 
thousand rubles. She requested the Gene- 
ral to obtain this smn for her. Her former 
lover was in fact arrested at the fair of 
Msehneinovogrod, without in the least sus- 
pecting the cause, and was brought by gens- 
d'arms in a post carriage to St. Petersburg, 
where General D. ordered him to pay the 
debt in twenty-four hours, which he was 
obliged to do with the best grâce he could. 

M. Michalowsky, an advocate at the 
tribunal of Warsaw, had been implicated in 
the Polish révolution, and the third section 
^f the chancery of the Emperor — such is 
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the officiai name of the secret police in 
Russia — ^gave orders to arrest him and con- 
vey him to Viatka, where he was to pass 
two years in exile. In his stead^ another 
M. Michalowsky, a notary of Wilna, was 
arrested and sent to Viatka. When he 
arrived there, he protested, and the error 
was acknowledged, but he was nevertheless 
compelled to atone for the fault of another, 
and to suffer the penalty incurred by his 
namesake for the whole term, becanse 
Count Benkendorf would never confess his 
mistake to the Emperor, and preferred to 
let an innocent man bear the punishment. 

This is by no means an isolated fact of 
the kind, and puts me in mind of another 
which happened during the reign of Paul L 
That emperor was absolutely resolved that 
a certain criminal should Be brought before 
him, whom the Govemor-General of St. 
Petersburg could not possibly discoyer. 
Being unable to make his master forget the 
matter, and dreading his anger, Count 
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Bahlen caused a poor G^rman to be ar- 
rested, just as he was comiDg firom Lis ovm 
country, and atterlj unsuspkîous of einJ, 
suffpestxeà at the barrier of the capitaL His 
nostrils were slit, lie receiyed ihe knout, aaâ 
was sent to Siberia. 

The Emperor Alexander cansed justice 
ta be done him^ and indemni£ed bim, ai 
bis request^ bj granting bim lib^j to 
iaoport German files, dutj £ree^ into 



Tbe ei^ulsion of M. Kalergi likewise 
does little bonour to tbe Eussian Govem- 
ment. It is tbis Goremment wbicb, bj its 
«gents^ bas sowed discords in Greece, in ibe 
bofe tbat tbat kingdom would tberebj faH 
mto its bands; it alone exdted tbe late 
révolution, tbinkii^ tbat, a£ter ibe expulsion 
of tbe reigning familj, Greece would be 
oUiged to place berself under tbe protec- 
tion of Eusda; and wben tbe naoTemeot 
pioduced a totallj différent effect from tiàMt 
wbicb it ejqpected, and gave a constitutûn 
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"to Greece^ ihe Kiiâ«an Goyemment wk^d 
to clear itself of ihe part which it liad 
taken, b y ordering the brother of the Greek 
^General to quit tl^ em^e. ^^If youingifit 
thftt I fihiHild tell jou wfaerefore yoa are 
Mut away/' said Oount Benkendorf^ ^^ it is 
beeaase the Emperor thinks the condact of 
y«nr brother unwcxrthy towards himself and 
unirartliy towards his kîng." 

^ Ytmr Bxcellency," replied M. EjJa:^^ 
■^ 1 do aot allow anybody the right to call 
ay brother'â eoiiduct unworthy. A maa 
idio bas served his country twenty yeais^ 
who was oovei^ with wounds, wfao bas 
be^ a pdsoner among the Turks, where bis 
mm were eut cfS, oannot be other tfaan an 
honorable man.'^ 

** 8k^" rc^died €ount Benkendorf, ^*affe€fr 
amig midh lang^iage^ you bave only to pa<& 
ap your âdngs^ and set out at once.'* 

HkLg Otho on being informed of the ma- 
iMBOTre^ <aîed, *^ I do not comprehend wby 
Ibe Bkiperor interfères in my affîiirs; M. 
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J^alergî is my Adjutant-General, and be- 
sides this, my best friend." 

M. J * * *, at a supper in Florence, on 
Easter eve, was so imprudent as to take 
ont bis watch and say, *^ At this hour" — ^ît 
was midnight — ^^ the tricolom'ed flag floats 
on the walls of the Kremlin, and a new 
conspiracy has triumphed ! " His own uncle 
informed against him to Count Benkendorf. 
On reaching Vienna, M, J * * * was sent 
to St. Petersburg, and there gave the 
names of innocent persons, as having taken 
a part in the plot, which had no existence, 
save in his own imagination. The Govern- 
ment became convineed that ail his déposi- 
tions were fictions, yet, nevertheless, sum- 
moned the persons whom he had designated. 
One of them, M. E * *, was tom by gens- 
d'armes from his quiet retreat on his estate.; 
another, M. F * *, was summoned from 
ïï'aples, and having proved that he . had 
never known M. J * *, was told that he 
.might go. baek again. M. J * * himself,^ 
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after liaving passed six months in the dun- 
geons of Schlusselburg, was sent in the 
garb of a félon to Yiatka. His uncle 
had been ordered to make a domiciliary 
visit to the résidence of his own sister, the 
mother of the young man^ and while he was 
conversing with her in the drawing-room, 
his agents forced open the bureau in the 
adjoining apartment ; but they found only 
papers which were perfectly harmless. This 
excellent relative then presented himself at 
Court, to receive the reward of ail his 
villanies ; but not content with the rému- 
nération given him for having unmasked 
his monster of a nephew, he quitted the 
service, and having retumed to his native 
country published a book against Bussia, 
which caused some sensation at the time. 
This is what may be expected from those 
zealous servants who regard neither good 
rfaith, family ties, nor country, and in whoni, 
nevertheless, the Bussian Government is so 
.infatuated as to place its confidence. The 
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fiuml 7 of M. J "^ % indignant ai tiie iiwfc- 
ment which thej had receired, and feaifUL 
<if inrther persécution^ sold their estâtes in 
SuBsia, and quitted the country. 

A Bussian nobleman^ Coimt K * % who 
was living in retirement on hîs estate aft 
P^kow^ having gone to St. Fetersbnrg lo 
présent himself at Gonrt, was overwlieliBed 
with astonishment at being r^rimanded Jif 
^ke Czar,for some words wfaich he had spdken 
when no person except bis son wos présent. 
After bis retum home one of hîs ftiends was 
enteiing on a political conversation^ whea 
he instantlj imposed silence upon ïàm, 
telling him to distrust bis son who neas 
in the room. 

The secret police of Bussiabas its ramifia 
Mtions both among the upper and the loww 
dasses of sodety. !N^ay^ many ladies no- 
ioriously act as spies^ and are yet receiroi 
in Society and hâve company at hooia; 
eiren men who are stigmatized with tibe 
same réputation^ are not ihe woise treatol 
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Mt ihat acoount^ aad bew tkâr dieignice 
«ith a kind of lutughtj dignité:. There is 
B0t a gingle régiment c^ tbe gaaxd wbick 
liM Bot âeTeral. i^ies ; in the tbeatraB, and 
e^pecially ia ihe French théâtre, there axe 
elfaen a Jburger number of spies tlum of mère 
spectatois. Tu sbort, there are bo raany 
qpies ihat people imagine thej âee them 
everywhere, an appréhension which admi* 
rablj serres the tum of the Goyemment. 

Jla it Js impossible to be on <me's guaird 
against everjbodj, those persons who are 
not inclined to be rnspicious, soon lose ail 
their terror, and ccmfounding apies with 
m&ai of honour, sufÊer themselTes to be 
dsawn into confidential coaversaiioaiB^ which 
«ften proTe verj dangerous to them; the 
majority^ on the eontrary, dis^nsting eyerj^ 
body^ feel themselyes shackled, and are bo 
i^s^ryed in their intercourse, that ii is im- 
2«BBiMe to coaceiye any conyessation moscù 
JBfi^id than ihat which is camed on in Umb^ 
drawing-rooms of St. Petersburg» 



236 RUSSIA UNDER 

Prîvate correspondence bears the same 
stamp, in conséquence of the précaution 
taken by the Goverment. The post-office 
has a secret department, whose spécial busi- 
ness it is to open letters; those of suspected 
persons are always opened, as well as the 
gresÊter part of those coming from abroad. 
Of the remaînder about a tenth part are 
opened. 

Spies are divided into several classes. 
Some receive salaries, others act in consé- 
quence of agreements, or in expectation of 
the liberality of the Government. Some, 
again, are mère complaisant parasites, or 
gossips, of whose services the Government 
is glad to avail itself ; while others are in- 
flammatory agents, who fill a more or less 
distinguished position in society. The fol- 
lowing is the portrait of one of them. He 
is a councillor of state, the father of a 
family, and a man of large fortune. At the 
time when the Polish révolution had just 
broken out^ he had an evening party, to 
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which he invîted several inexperienced. 
young men. As it was hîs trade to sound 
public opinion, he of course tumed the con- 
versation into this channel; greatly blamed 
the Eussian Government, saying that its 
conduct to the Pôles coidd not be charac- 
terized, and uttered thèse words in a man- 
ner which was calculated to catch somebody 
in his net. M. B * * *, Secretary of State, 
indignant at such conduct, went boldly up 
to him, and, addressing him in a loud voice, 
said, " Pray, Sir, will you, who are an autho- 
rity in the Eussian language, be so good as 
to tell me how to translate the French 
words, ^ Agent provacateur ?' '' 

There are spies in uniform; thèse are the 
gens-d'armes: spies in disguise; thèse are 
the police officers: fashionable spies; tra- 
velling spies, who réside abfoad, or are sent 
on spécial missions: certain functionaries 
are spies ex-officio. For instance; the go- 
vemors of provinces are bound to make 
periodical reports respecting those persons 



S98 RussiA maastL 

ivito are tmâer rarreiHanee^ or who àeserm 
to he 9o; and ambassadars Imve aie sapeiv 
întendenee over tkeir eoimtiTmen. Tke 
feBofring^ fact wiS fiillj expkin tliis iraih: 
Ldl the jear 1826^ «fter tlie rerolt at Bt 
Petersburg^ orders were sent to the mini»- 
ters refiidîng at foreign courts to wateb the 
conduct and polîtical opinions of their coibk 
trymen, and to send reports for the înfor- 
xoation of the Goremment. Connt St 
* * * the Eussian Ambassador at ITaplei^ 
immédiate!;^ wrote that one of the peisoos 
attaehed to his légation kept company ¥ritk 
the most violent carbonari in the city. 
This same gentleman had jfsist registered 
the instructions whieh his duef had reecived, 
iTrhen the latter advised him to départ for 
Bt. Fetersbnrg inmiediately* It b eas j to 
conceiye the nni^yxngs of aie pocnr secre- 
tary; at ¥îenna^ M. Tatistsehef consofed 
b?iT^ as weU aa: he could^ but his terror 
increased when he reached the Bûseian 
frontier» Ift was nîght; tronbËi^j he 
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amk^ the officer^ who înslantlj began f o tus 
over the leaves of a large hook, eoasksjoAj 
iejfesn&àg Us name^ whicb lie had jost aaked, 
nmà «rerj repetitîou of wldch made the 
seeretarj tremble. At last he Tentured to 
aaj» ^What bock is tbai whieh jott are 
esaminiBg so carefoUy?" ''Sir/' replied 
ike c^eer^ ^it is such a book that wko- 
e^er is inscribed in it ib Bot permittedeitber 
io go out or eome in. I do not find yoar 
namein iL" He was tbankful enougb to 
be delivered from ibis first danger^ but bis 
miod was not com^detely relieved tiU be 
saw CouBt ^N^essebrode, wbo allowed tbat 
Ma superior bad been too suspcîoiiSy aud 
gave bim a post at Constantinople. 

Tbat port of tbe Busi^as législation^ tbe 
exécution of wbicb is especiallj intrusted 
to tbe police^ contains régulations too curi- 
iHis not to be repcffted. Hère we majr disk 
pense with ail comments^ and confine our- 
selyes to cop jing a f ew extracts at random 
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from Vol. XIV. of the Swod. The sîxteenth 
article is as follows : — 

^^Drunkenness is prohibited to each and 
to ail.'' Art. 219 directs that, " Whoever 
passes more tîme in the course of a year 
in a state of drunkenness than in a state of 
sobriety, shall be confined in a house of 
correction till he amends." Art. 227 pre- 
scribes a fine équivalent to half a day's 
support in the house of correction on any 
man who shall enter a public bath for the 
women, and on any woman who shall enter 
a public bath for the men. Those who 
may be unable to pay the fine are obliged 
to beat the stoves in the house of correc- 
tion. 

Women who hâve contracted diseases by 
a dissolute course of life are taken into the 
hospital, and when cured, are sent back to 
their homes. The wives of soldiers are 
delivered to their husbands, who are obliged 
sign a written engagement to restrain 
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them in future ; and the wives of serfs are 
sent to theîr lords, who are called upon to 
pay the expenses of cure, and in case they 
refuse to do so, the women are sent to 
Siberia* 

The 3rd Article is in the following 
terms: — ^^'All ought to be respectfid at 
church, and enter with dévotion and with^ 
eut constraint," 

The 7th Article orders people to stop 
before the holy images, as décorum and 
the sanctity of the place require. 

The 8th Article commands the "wor^ 
shippers not to talk during divine service, 
nor to change their seats, or disturb the 
attention of the faithfid by any word, 
action, or gesture, but to déport themselves 
with humility, silence, and respect." 

Article 13 directs that " even those shall 
be sent before the tribunal, who merely go 
to church by constraint, whatever may be 
their rank/' 

Article 24 says "Every orthodox person 

VOL. u R 
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is to confess and to receive the Sacramenî 
at least once a jear^ after the âge of seven 
years." 

^ Articles 33 and 34 are întended to efllU;e 
the remains of idolatry and of Fagan tra- 
ditions. 

Articles 35 and 36 prohibit false predic* 
tions and necromancj. 

Article 46 is of the followîng ténor : — 
'^Persons bom in the orthodox religion^ 
ilnd those who are converted to it^ are pro- 
hibited &om embracing another religion^ 
even though it be Christian.'^ Those who 
commit this crime are brought to trial: 
their orthodox serfs are placed mider 
gnardianship^ and thej cannot réside on 
iheir own estâtes» 
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Chapteu IX. 



NICHOLAS I. 



When we vîsît the gaUery of the portraits 
of the Romanoffs, the eye dwells with plea- 
Btzre on tlie inanlj and national features of 
Peter I., whose defects were those of his 
conntry and his âge, and whose inteHectual 
qualitîes were those of genius. Further on 
we rejoice to trace them în Anna L, whose 
TÎces we pardon for the sake of her uncle, 
even îf we do not attribute them to her xm^ 
worthy courtier, the Kourlander Biren ; but 
ail resemblance to the Great Czar is lost in 
Peter m., and the Bussian asks, '^ Whence 
did he corne ?" He gazes upon thèse fea-^ 

r2 
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tures^ and this air, and thej appear to him 
to be those of a German, and he mutters 
the name of Holstein Gottolf ! Hîs mouth 
will never accommodate itself to this dis- 
sonance ; tbe Eussian will never familiarîze 
himself with tlie idea that he is govemed 
by Germans. Great care is taken not to 
disclose to bim tbat bis Sovereigns are 
of foreign origin, and every tbing is done to 
préserve tbe béloved and revered name of 
tbe EomanoflEs. Tbe word nemetz, Ger- 
man^is odious to tbe Bussian ; its significa- 
tion is dumh, and it was formerly tbe 
gênerai appellation wbicb designated ail 
foreigners, even bim wbo called bimself 
ibe Sclavonian, or l'homme de la parole*^ 

But to retum to our gallery; affcer all^ 
Peter ni, is tbe grandson of Peter L, and 
tbe Bussian bears an affection witbout limi<^ 

* This antipathy of the Russians to the Germans» is 
participated by the Pôles, who bave a proverh, ^'As 
long as lîght shaU be lîght, the Foie ^ Ul not be the 
brother of the Gennan.** 
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and without end to lus Czars^ their grand-» 
sons^ and their great grandsons. But since 
wliat tîme does a mother transmit the name 
ôf lier aticestors to lier children^ and why 
are tlie Holstein Grottolfs, Eomanoffs ? 

Let ns pass over Peter HE.; affcer him 
cornes his wife Catherine H., and the Eus- 
sian, rememhering that he owes to her the 
Crimea and Lithuania^ conceives a friendship 
for this powerfùl woman, whom he endows 
with his favorite name of matvschJca, 
mother. But at the sight of Paul I. he is 
petrified. Thèse features do not touch his 
heart, they are not those of Catherine, nor 
of Peter ni., still less are they those of the 
Bomanoffs. The infirmity of the chief of 
the Holstein branch is well known, and the 
order given by the Senate to Catherine, to 
admit Soltikow to the Impérial bed, was a 
cruel order, if that nobleman resembled her 
son. How couïd the Senate commit such a 
blunder as to make an offer like this to a 
woman who was so good a judge as Cathe* 
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line! Wbat a singular sport of nature! 
]Paul exactlj resembled a Finnlander of 
3trelna> and his red hair;, Lis pug nose^ axtd 
lus proverbial obstinacj gave rise 40 more, 
than a suspicion of some étrange substitu- 
tion. The Sénate ordered tbat Catherine 
^ould hâve a son, but what^ if she had 
onlj a daughter;, and ihat daughter still-- 
bom î The need which the countrj had of 
an heir to the throne, the ambition of 
Catherine to retain power, the proximity of 
the orphan house^ where there are so many 
ohildren of Einnland, give ground for sup- 
positions which may be realities, and we are 
tempted to believe that the child of some 
honest Finn was substituted for a still-bom 
daughter of the iknpress; for^ once more, 
"whj this pug nose and ihis red hair, and 
^bove ail, whence the invincible hatred of 
Catherine to her son Paul î 

Puschkin delighted to represent the 
«ationaiity of the reigning family in a yetf 
eccentric xnanner; he took a goblet and 
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poured into it a glass of pure red vine iii 
honour of Peter L, whose Bnssian origia 
could not be disputed, and added a glass of 
water for.the fatber of Peter IIL ; hère he 
ought to liave stopped, and to hâve tumed 
ihe goblet npside down, but, faithftd to the 
principles of the Bussian Govemment, 
which makes the Gottolfs pass for Bomaur 
offs^ he poured out another glass of water 
in honour of Catherine 11.^ a Princess of 
Anhalt. This time he should^ perhaps^ 
hâve added a glass of wine^ but fearing 
to compromise himself, he proceeded and 
poured a fourth glass of water for Maria 
Feodorovna, the mother of K^ieholas L; 
then a fiffch for the reîgning Empress^ by 
which time the liquor was so faintly tinged 
with red, that he raised a gênerai laugh by 
aaking the company to décide whether it 
was wine or water, and whether, by comr 
parison^ the présent Ozars were Bussians or 
Gennans ? ^ 

, Maria Feodorovna^ the wife of Paul, s 
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Princess of Wurtemburg, was as much dîs- 
tînguished for her personal beauty and 
mental qualifications, as Paul was for his defi- 
ciency in both thèse respects, The children 
of this marriage were Alexander, who inhe- 
îited the personal beauty as well as the 
mind of his mother; Constantine, who was 
un exact counterpart of his father, ugly in 
person andwaywardin disposition; Kicholas, 
who can boast only of personal beauty; and 
lastly, Michael, who is neither very good 
ïior very handsome. 

Kext to her usurpation, which was a 
crime, according the words of îficholas 
Jiimself, who was astonished that she should 
be called Great, affcer her licentiousness, 
history must reproach Catherine II. with 
the bad éducation which she gave her chil- 
>dren. She detested Paul, as a son un- 
ivorthy of her, and could not reconcile her- 
self to the idea that he was to succeed her 
on the throne ; she consequently neglected 
lus éducation, which, added to his extrava* 
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gant character^ was the cause of his violent 
death. Catherine devoted ail her care to 
her grandson Alexander ; but his éducation 
was too alieu to the manners of his country 
and to the genius of his nation, He always 
wanted courage to carry into effect what his 
mind had recognized to be just and useAil# 
iEquallj weak and good, equallj craftj and 
libéral^ he could only scatter among the 
people germs of liberty which his successor 
has delighted in destrojing or eradicat^ 

Struck with the troubles which his bro- 
ther had bequeathed to him^ Kicholas im-« 
agined that, in order to reign well, it would 
suflSee to act in every case the opposite part 
which Alexander woidd hâve taken; to per*- 
secute liberty to the utmost^ to endeavour 
to be as national as his predecessor had 
been foreign^ as orthodox as the other had 
been catholic* Thus he disappointed the 
hopes and the expectations which he had 
given on his accession to the throne^ in his 



250 BUSSU UKDEB 

sereral manxfestoes, wherein he proclaimed 
tibat bis reign ahould be in ail respects the 
oaitmiiation and coimterpart of bis la« 
mented brother's. 

llie éducation of IN'îcbolas was as deû^ 
eient as that of bis other brothers^ wbo 
were not destined to the tbrone*. 

Dnrîng the whole of Alexander's reign, 
he did not rise above the rank of General 
oi Division, and be contracted in that post 
a narrowness of ndnd, and a prédilection îar 
the nulitary service which he bas since car- 
ried to a ridiculoos exeess. He is so igno- 
rant that be writes mné (to me) vrithout an 

* The Grand Duke Constantine could not write two 
words in Russian, although he wrote French tolerahly 
well. I hâve heard that a student of Moscow was sent 
into banishment beeause, in a collection of autographi 
which he had formed, there was one of the Grand Duke 
Michael, which was signed ** Benevolént Michael,** 
Bênevolentf in Russia, with an accent. It îs notorionâ 
that most of the Russian nûnisters eannot write tbeî^ 
language correctly, and they hâve not ail the excuse of 
knowing too many foreîgn languages,' which is the casé 
of the Princes of the Impérial family. 
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accent, which iâ équivalent to writing M* 
eholas in Prench withont an s; and his 
despotism is such^ that no statesman haa 
Idtlierto dared to tell him of tfais fault in 
spelling which he so frequentlj comndtB. 
It is astonishing that no Eussian author bas 
jet taken it into his head to abolish that 
ynhappj letter, were it oniy to pay his 
court to the Sovereign, 

The favourite and daily reading of Ni- 
cholas is the Abeille du Nord, the most 
insignificant journal that everwas published 
in the two hémisphères. His Majesty^ 
nevertheless^ takes pleasure in it^ andwrites 
remarks in pencil on the margin. On one 
of thèse papers, which are ail carefuUy 
deposited in the Hermitage, we read that 
the names of the tribunals of the goyem-« 
Qients af districts^ &c.^ ought to be printe4 
in large capitals ! 

The ship of the line called '' Eussia,'* is 
an overwhelming proof of the despotism of 
Mcholas» On yisiting the yessel while on tho 
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stocks, he thought that there was not suffi-^ 
cient room to walk about, and accordingly 
<*)mmanded the space to be enlarged ; even 
enforcîng his opinion against that of com- 
pétent judges. By conséquence, this vessel 
îs the very worst sailer in the whole Russian 
navy, and îs yery seldom employed. 

When he takes it înto his head to com- 
mand the movement of a ship, which 
he does almost every time he goes to 
sea, the captain of the vessel takes care 
always to keep behind him, in order, by 
counter signais, to prevent the strict exécu- 
tion of his Majesty's prders, which would 
inevitably lead to the loss of the ship and 
îts august passenger. 

His cannon shot at Shumla is the parody 
of îfapoleon at Montereau. An artillery 
officer thought that the mark was too dis- 
tant — ^but ISTicholas ordered him to fire, 
and the bail fell short. 

The campaign in Turkey has imposed 
silence on the courtiers, who had always made 
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it a point to endeavour to extol themilitary 
talents of ISTicholas. We must do him the 
jostîce to sajy that he bas since had th« 
good sensé to relînquish making war, 
and to confine himself to presiding at 
reviews. It is impossible for any man to 
command with more grâce and élégance 
of manner; liis voice rises above every 
other ; and it would be difficult to exercise 
the troops better than he does. He is 
admired for his quick-sightedness — ^for the 
facility with which he distinguishes, even 
in the most distant ranks^ the slightest 
defect in the dress of a soldier or an 
oflScer ; not a button or a buckle escapes 
his vigilance, This is a talent possessed 
by ail the Impérial Family; and, on ob- 
serving his penetrating look, philanthropistsf 
haye often said with a sigh, that if this 
capacity had been applied to objects more 
important;^ more worthy of the attention^ 
of a Sovereign, the country wonld hâve 
derived valuable advantages from it, ; 
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^ Stand finnly/*^ saîd îïîcliolas, one day, 
to General Muravief, before the whrfè 
diplomatie body^ who were présent ai the 
revîew at Schlusselburg, ''I am going to 
beat you." 

"Sire," replied the întrepîd warrîor, ^*I 
hâve never been beaten in war/' 

The gênerai in fact beat his Majesty 
completely, and ISTichoIas never fbrgayt^ 
him. 

" What do you think of my disbanded 
men ? " asked he, when he came to review 
his corps. 

^^ Sire/' replied Muravief, with too mueh 
frankness, '^you should hâve seen them a 
fortnight ago, when they arrived from theîr 
homes; they then looked like a troop of 
beggars.** 

The Emperor revenged himself cruelly. 
On the following day, when he saw the corps 
eommanded by Muravief approaeh, he said 
to him, '' Tour corps has the appearance of 
a troop of beggars/' The brave gênerai 
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qnitted the service, and the coimtry suf* 
fered doubly hj not having in Nicholas L 
a Erederick II. 

Wliat^ in fSEu;t, are thèse soldîers (Lieen-- 
eies) bnt one of the most nnhappy concep- 
tions that can be imagined ; the truth may 
not be spoken at ail times, and everj 
&ct must not be rerealed; but when the 
countrj anfiers in conséquence^ it cannât be 
proclaimed too loudlj» 

The Emperor has reduced the active 
service of the soldier from twenty-fire to 
twenty-two years in the régiments of the 
line ; and from twenty-two to fifteen years 
in the Guards ; and during the remainder 
of the time, the soldiers are liable to be 
called out, are obliged to attend the reviews 
every year, and, in case of war, to retum to 
their standards; but the principal thing 
has been overlooked, namely, to provide 
for their support. Having ceased to be 
good villagers when they entered the ser- 
vice^ they cease to be good soldiers wheti 
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they quit it: useless to the army, they 
become a burdeii to their districts; and 
finding it difficult to procure a liveliliood, 
they excite trouble and discontent in the 
rural population. The landowners fear 
them^ the peasants reject them^ and the 
Govemment has thus created a class of 
dangerous and warlike petty landholders, 
instead of well-disciplinèd soldiers, 

A quality which is most generaUy allowed 
to Nicholas, is that strength of character 
which it is affirmed he manifested in a high 
degree on the very day of his accession 
to the throne. But it appears, neverthe- 
less, that he with difficulty could be per- 
auaded to shew himself to the insurgents, 
and it is certain that before leaving the 
palace he prayed to God with fervour. 
Was this piety, or was it fear? He is 
deemed quite enough of a dissembler to 
display the one and to conceal the other. 
In the square itself he was observed to be 
.pale and trembling^ while his satellites cried 
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'^AM is lost/' at the moment when ail 
was goîng on as well as possible. The 
însurgents having no military chîef, re- 
mained inactive the whole day^ and I^icholas 
did not take courage till the evening^ when 
twelve pièces of cannon were brought 
against 1300 men; whereas, there were 
more than 13,000 faithfid troops!! The 
insurgents were fired upon at a distance 
of a hundred paces. The guns were then 
tumed upon the people along the street 
of the galleys and the quays* A woman who 
\fag at this moment looking out of her 
window, had her head carried off by a 
cannon-ball. "WHat a melancholy com- 
Inencement of a reîgn/' exclaimed Mcholas, 
on his retum to the palace. His former 

tutor. Baron D , one day asked him how 

he had acquired so much firmness, as he 
had always known him to be so weak. '' My 
crown was at stake/' he answered, '^ and it 
was well worth while for me to appear 
courageous." ^'I only did my duty/' saîd 
VOL. I. s 
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Le ta the Marquis Custine, in a stnmge fit 
of modestj. 

Au officiai journal has related, tbsà 
meeting in the palace a companj of tke 
insurgent grenadiers^ wha did not rd;i2rn 
Iiiis salutation, Mcholas told them that ihej 
kad mistaken tbeir way^ and that thej hàà 
better go and join the mutineers in IsaacH 
square« The courtiers go fiuther^ and saj 
that he had eommanded the service of the 
gnards in the palace^ had made them point 
tiseir muskets at hirn^ had confironted theis 
liod^s^ and had made them. la j dDwn. theûr 
arms. 

. Wlien the rébellion was at length quashâ4 
^ind the soldiers of the régiment e£. Moseov 
]M theprisoncrs away^hound and handeuffedy 
i^e Grand Duke Michael appeareé for the 
first time on that daj^and reproached than 
ia the coaorsest tenus; due of them having 
kept on his eap> reeeived a blow^ m his face 
hy the fist of his Impérial Highnesa*. 

- * The.apMier who was ait eye^wîtnes» of this soeni^ 
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After the vîctory, lîil'icholas exercised 
elemenc j ; the pénal commission had con- 
demned tlie principal ccmspirators to be 
qnartered: the Gzar commnted tlieir pu-- 
nishment for that of the gallows, The gal- 
lows was then unknown in Bussia^ and the 
honour of introducing it was reserved to 
Kieholas. ISo hangman was to be found 
in the eiïipire^ and one was accordinglj 
obtained from Sweden« In the course of 
the exécutions the ropes broke/and three 
€f the sofferers feU to the ground, still 
aliye. A messenger was instantly des- 
patched to Eicholas to inquire what steps 
were to be taken. *'Hang them again*!*' 

related it to me on hîs death-bed» manifesting the indîg* 
nation of a true soldîer, not to say of a real gentleman* 

* The King of Denmark displayed more humanity 
on a somewhat sîmîlar occasion, having stopped thè 
pnnnhment of a criminol jnst as he had laid his head 
on the scaffold; he afberwards found that he had well 
deserved death, hut he nevertheless pardoned him, ia 
considération of the terrors which he had already 
endured. 

s2 
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tras Ms laconîc answer. Muravîef re- 
mounted his horse, saying în Frencli, ^^Dans 

èB f pays on ne sais seulement pas 

pendre un homme!** Eyléiéf saîd that, 
having been an officer, he ought to hâve 
been shot. 

After ail thèse exécutions, a poet wrote 
an îmmortal stanza: "He had scarcely 
mounted the throne when he showed bis 
character ; he erected five gallows, and sent 
an hundred people into exile !" 

Ryléiéf, the Russian Ohénier, was among 
those who were hanged ; the flower of the 
Eussian nobility was eut down without 
mercy ; and what did the conspirators aim 
at? A .constitution; which Alexander 
himself had ardently desired, and when 
giving one to Poland, had expressed his 
deep regret at not being able to do the 
same for his own country. Who knows, 
jperhaps there were among the conspirators 
men who engaged in the plot only to pay 
their court to their Sovereign? 
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Thé ex-Ambassador Markopff was on lus 
death-bed when hîs nephew came to relate 
the détails of the revoit^ and ended Im 
récital by saying, '' At. length it is just as 
in IVance!'^ ^'Tou mistake/' replied Hs 
uncle; ^^tJiere cobblers would fain be 
princes: Tiere princes would be cobblers!*^ 
If this were not a reproach, it might be a 
commendation. 

One day the Emperor sent for one of 
his gênerais ; he was quite beside himselt 
^^Have you any knowledge of this pam« 
phlet?" inquired he eagerly, giving him the 
draught of a constitution for Eussia^ whicli 
had just been discovered among the papers 
of Constantine. 

^^^o, Sire/' replied the gênerai; "and 
your Majesty, can you hâve yourself beeu 
ignorant ofit?" 

*^ Could I otherwise hâve judged the con- 
spirators of the lith, as I did/' cried the 
Emperor, quite bewildered ; " tell me, whq 
drewitup?" . ^ 
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The gênerai could only give Wm tlie 
name of the person who copied it, — ^Prince 

The fate of the victims of a noble Olusion^ 
of those whom the Bussians themselyes de- 
aignate onlyby the name Qitmfortunate^i^B& 
fiot alleviated in conséquence of i3iis disco- 
Tcry. The happy events which took place in 
the circle of the Impérial family, and enter- 
prises whieh had need of dirine aid, ied, 
howerer, to some amélioration (rftheir con- 
dition. Thus^ on the delaration of war 
against Turkey^ I^ichoks^ as he came ont 
of the church of Gasen^ ordered Qount 
Benkendorf to release from their chains tiie 
persons condenmed for the part they had 
ieted in 1826. But at tiie expiration of 
the time for which tibey were eondemed to 
hard labour^ the Count wished to assign 
tiiem the principal towns of Biberia for 
iàeir residex»^ ^' in order^" he fiaid, ^^ tfaat 
tiiej might he the moi-e eaoly watdied.^ 
^'What!" cried JS^icholas, '^wonld you Icfc 
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tl^em ecjoy thek iives, in the great centre 
(€ tke po^ruiation?" and, taking a map <^ 
fiiberia, lie morked with his own liand tfae 
most désert and tàe most xemote paart (^ 
tliat drearj cDTmtry^ as tfae places wli^re 
they sfaoald réside* Accordingly ail those 
imibrtimate men snffered eyen more by the 
fe?e»tment in the colonies than by tfaeir 
hard labour, vhich in itself was not serere, 
and moreoyer, at least afforded them the 
comfort of livîng togetiier. 

It is true, that on the first ^omplaînt 
«^ainst the person who had the care <:^ the 
prismiers at Nertschink, and who had re* 
reived them in his dressing-gown, and said, 
"What hâve you been plotting? yoa will 
sooa be onred «of yonr turbulent humours 
2ia*e;" Kiefaolas cashiered him^ and put m 
hm place Oeneral Leparsky, a good and 
enlightened nuoi, fonnerly colo&el of the 
legîmcffiit ci ckasseurs on horôeba<^, whick 
bore ys nanie, and with whom tbe eadles 
lotd every reason to be sattefied* 
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We will hère mention another fact, which 
does honour to ÎJicliolas. Prince Obolensky, 
one of the conspirators^ was his personal 
enemy; he had answered every question va 
French, and eren went so far as to address 
Jiîm by no other title than that of Monsieur^ 
The OonMnissîon, to please the Emperor, 
condemned the Prince to death; Kichola^ 
struck ont his name, saying, "It is {^ 
meanness !" 

But the colonel of a régiment of Mos-p 
cow, with whom Nicholas had had some 
différences in the service, was worse treated 
than the others, and had the smallest share 
of the rare and restricted favours of his for-» 
mer colonel. 

"What has your Emperor done to you?" 
paid Xicholas, to one of the conspirators, 
when he did them the honour to examinç 
them himself ; '^ We had not an Emperor," 
they replied; ^^we haye had two, one was 
your brother, and the other Arakhtschcief ;'' 
and as he continued in this strain, the Grand 
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Duke Michael, who was présent, exclaimed^ 
^' That man should hâve hîs moutli stopped 
mth a bayonet.'^ ^^Tou inquîred just 
now," said the accused, "why we wanted a 
constitution; it is that such things may 
not be said/' 

His first success emboldened ISTicholas, 
and rendered him still more intractable» 
He also proceeded witb more resolution on 
less important occasions. 

At the time of tbe revolt, during the 
choiera, he drove in an open carriage to thç 
Haymarket, in St, Petersburg. When he 
arrived there, he told an assemblage of the 
populace to pray to Grod; and they took 
off their caps. He told them to falj upon 
their knees j and they did so. Accordingly 
the Emperor has been represented on this 
mémorable occasion in water colours and in 
oil; but it îs forgotten that he addressed 
the assemblage in thèse words : "Are yoii 
Frenchmen V JSTeither is it said that the 
Ityenues were guarded by the military» 



366 :rus5Iâ tnn>SR 

At XoYgorod he appeared aecompfiiueA 
onlj by Orloff^ aiad arni^d meFélj vitfa a 
sword mnmig the revolted colonists^ and 
made tiiem retom to ovder by an «nergetie 
Oùik. ^^An oatih/' says tlie Bussian^ ^is 
butter to the gruel^ sait to tbe saace, and 
on ihaA, day ihe Holfitein vras eqnal to a 
BomanoC But the exécutions whkii fiol* 
lowed this insurrection, equalled in craeltj 
the excesses which had been coaninitted by 
ihe insuxgents. If the colonists âayed some 
af theîr offîeers alive, there Trere some 
among them idio received as maay as 
12,000 stripes with the rod. 

One day, as Nichdas Tvafi exercising the 
troops, a stoim arose; the Emperor tosned 
pale, dreif his hat over his eyes, aad raised 
iiis Yoice: — J^e svoï brat ne i^diamêity aaîd 
&e Boldiers maiicâously, which wbbsj he 
txBBslated by thèse wwds: '^ He who is cm 
high is not one of us, there is no joiàBg 
with BBnu^' 

ObstiiKacy and cruelty casinot be called 
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strength of chfrracter: a man of « really 
fÊtrong xnind, «jud who is eonscious of hifi 
strength^ is naturallj mild; iSTidiolasinuB ts 
weak as lie was cruel before he became 
Emperor. He tare off tbe miistachios and 
wlnskers of the soldiers of bis brigade^ and 
trembled in the ante-chamber of Aiexandear^ 
Bot dariBg eiiber to go fonrard^r to ^iter; 
be and Micbael poshed eacb otiber, eadi 
attemptÎBg to make ihe oiher go first into 
the Emperor^ cabinet. 

A soMier of the engineers was eandenined 
to Tun the gauntiet. I^ieholas, who was 
then a colonel of engineers^ wrote down Ji 
greater nnmber of blows Ihan the man was 
sentenced to receive, upon which M. 
P * ♦ * ♦, bis ald-de--canip^ observed tbat it 
was nseless to maJkre any atteoition in tbe 
sentence, 6m: it was yeij unoertain whelâier 
liie unfortonate culpriik wouMnot die under 
the inflidion^ withont an j addition, l^icbo-r 
las yielded to this aigtunent^ but what most 
a^rtionisfaed bis aid-de-camp was^ that he 
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spoke of the matter as somethiiig totallj 
indiffèrent. IS'ero wept when signing a 
sentence of death. 

We must attribute to a want of know-* 
ledge^ as much as to a want of energj^ the 
failure of the laudable plans which l^ichblas 
has eonceiyed since his accession to the 
throne. He was anxious to aboHsh the 
tscMnns, to give publicity to the proceed- 
ings of the tribunals, and he recoiled at the 
bare word advocates, whom it wouldhave 
been necessary to appoint. It îs more 
through ignorance than through fear of the 
nobility that he suffers the project for the 
émancipation of the serfs to remain a dead 
letter, 

Uicholas, annoyed at his German origin, 
does his best to pass for a Bussian; thus he 
often ealls the Empress by the name of 
Baba (a peasant's wife). One day, as she 
was going with him to the barracks of the 
Prosbrajensky régiment, he said to the sol- 
diers^ ^^I think this is the first time sincç 
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ElizabetB^ that a Baha Czarîne visîts the 
barracks." 

He bas the pretension not only to equal, 
but to surpass Peter the Great. He would 
appear more national than Peter^ and retain 
the usages whîch he had violently pro- 
scribed* **I hâve seen you with a beard/* 
he observed to a merchant, **why bave yoil 
shâved it7 we ought not to abandon the 
customs of our forefathers.'' Then, by a 
strange contradiction he issued à ukase in 
1837, forbidding the civil officers to wear 
mustachios^ or beards, in the Jeioish or 
French fashion. He aimed at wit, and 
forgot that, while Peter shaved the beard of 
barbarism, IS'icholas shaves that of civiliza- 
tion. On the other hand, the mustachio 
tras ordered for the whole army*. 

The Emperor retuming from a joumey, 
came home with a slîght mustachio. The 
Empress complimented him on this innova- 

♦ Till that time it had beea worn only by the Light 
Cavalry. 
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tion^ and expressed a wish that lie would 
retain it ; to please her, he caused it to be 
adopted in the army. '^ I hâve (^posed it/' 
said the Grand Duke Michael, '^but sinee tl^ 
the Emperor poâtively wishes it, I will let my 
mustachios grow an ell in length;" and he 
kept his Word, and set the example to the 
eourtiers. 

What can be more national than the 
head dress à la jetme Frcmce^ wMch img 
!tikewise calied à la Movjik; but it i^s 
Buffiêient^ that it was adc^ted at Faoris and 
the Court, for Mcholas to tum it to lidi- 
eule. One day, meeting with M. JakovM 
wearing hîs hair and dress in the Freneh 
fashion^ the Emperor ^gned him ta ajp^ 
proach; ordered him to get into his earriage^ 
and drove him to the palace, where he pre- 
sented him to the Empress. "I présent to 
you," sadd he, 'Hhe most élégant mai^in 
my empire !'' Then tuming to the young 
man, he cried: '^ You may go!" and, after 
havîng scratched his face, he ordered him 
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io> go anâbe skaved* Tbh anecdote wbs 
eireoiated a long time bj the courtîersy as 
an instaBce of tlàe Emperor's humour^ Imt 
«ben they sair that theiir hearerg shrugged 
isb^ir slu>iil(£ers^ ihej attempted to denj it, 
"fàiea ik wbs too late. 

iib innitatioa of the Gzar, a la(fy of Fank 
one daj sent for a Freneh bairdresser at St» 
Petersburg. He was introduced into the 
éraTmig-rooix^ and the mistress of the honse 
pres^Esting him to the companj^ said^ ^^ Bee^ 
lanËes and gentlemen^ this is a coiffeur à ib 
moviQik.^ The hairdresser who related this 
ereumstance to me^ added^ that he was 
tempted to show them sometfaîng else^ but 
that he had been deterred bj the exaiaple 
of hîs coŒarade at Moscow, who was merci- 
tefifisly fflogged by the servants of a BtfâsiaBl 
fEuiee^ before whom he had rentured to 
appcsDT without a great-eoat at the moment 
w&en) Ma Excellency asd 1^ lààj had en<« 
lœd tiie shopl 

îîidiolaB was less iQxtwm,t^ wîth Coim4 
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Samoilof ; his wîg, which had lately arrived 
from Paris^ greatly displeased him^ and he 
eaused him to be represented on the stage 
of Moscow. The Count requested the actor 
to call upon him, complîmented him on his 
talent^ and presented hhn with three dia^ 
mond buttons, with the proceeds of which 
he purchased a house in the suburbs of the 
city. 

ïText to Peter the Great, ^STapoleon is the 
hero whom Mcholas wishes to resemble, 
and if he does not succeed, it is assurediy 
not for want of good will. In default of 
great victories, he imitâtes him in certain 
peculiarities of manner. A soldier in the 
Caucasus having blown up a fort which 
was on the point of being taken by the 
Circassians, the Emperor ordered that the 
name of the brave man should be called 
over in his régiment, and that a grenadier 
should answer in his stead, ^^Dead for the 
glory of the Bussian arms!" We will not 
hère institute any parallel, ont of respect 
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for the great man ; we will sélect one fact 
£rom the life of Buonaparte. An author 
wrote a virulent pamphlet against him; 
JSTapoleon gave him epaulettes^ sajing, 
*' Use your sword for me, as you hâve used 
your pen against me/' Compared with thîs, 
hehold Mcholas going about at twilight to 
examine the booksellers' stalls, to see 
whether he can find the Mémoires d'un 
Maître d'AxmeSy by Alexander Dumas; and 
when he sees them in the hands of the 
Prince of Darmstadt, who had lately arrived 
at St. Petersburg, exclaiming, '^Kjiow, 
that prohibited books are not to be read in 
my dominions !'' 

Another time he saw Paroles d'un Croy-^ 
4mty in the hands of the heir to the crown, 
and finding that it came from Bellizard's 
library, he caused him to be prosecuted. 
The man escaped by paying a heavy fine, 
_but the words, '^Bookseller to the Court*' 
disappeared from his shop. 

Civilisation is the mortal enemy of 'Ku 

YOL. !.. T 
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eholas, aad libertj is the bugbear ; hence^ 
iVastee, whîch représenta both, iB ibe un- 
yar jing object of bis anîmosit j« The rd»- 
tioDS of tbat countrj with Bussia» wbieh 
were so fnendly during the restoration^ 
hare become much estranged since the rera- 
lution. On the accession of Louis-Philippe, 
ISTicholas exckimed, that ^^he would rather 
hâve one of ]S"apole<»i's soldiers on the 
tluroste." When the news of the Julj reTO- 
Intion reached St. Petersborg, iSTichoIas 
addressed the French Ambassador in thèse 
.wordsy "Your Bourbons are ninnies: they 
Jiave got themselres driven from France for 
the third time." Then^ shutting himself up 
with Prince Lieven, he dictated to him an 
^rder to ail Bussians to qnit Paria in 
twenty-four hours; and ^nother, forbidduig 
ressels bearing the tri-^oloured fiag to enter 
the Bussian ports. A fortnight after, the 
IMSnistep of finance représentée to Um 
ihat commerce was impeded in conséquence 
of this prohibition; ''Well, th^ let H be 
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nithdrawn/^ said he, wîtli perfect coolaeis. 
His conduct towards Louis-Philippe has flï- 
ways been bnital: tliat of Louis-Philippe m 

, liie other htmà has been distingnished by 
eourtesj^ and has inywiably been délicate 
andobliging. Ererjbodjknowsthehang^y 
replj of the Ci^r to the affectionate leitef in 
i^ch Louis-Iiiilippe infc^rmedhim of h» âe- 
eession to the throne. SubseqneUtly he witâ- 

. darewhis Ambassador^ and sent a mère €lhaFg;é 
d*iÂ:ffaires in his stead. It has been saîd^AAt 
this was ontj a measure of economy, and 

' ihat ihe same had been done with respect 
to Engknd and Anstria. But Messiews 
finmow and Medem are Ministers Fienipo- 
tentxaiy^ and Mr. Kîsselef is merely k 
ChBxgé d'Affaires. "France/' said tbe 
Smperor^ "is not a Power worthy to îiâTé 
fine cif my Ambassadors." 

Who has suftered by this measure ? Bfc 
ihe first jplace, the Bassians^ who are tumr 
fBO longer represented in France as they 
^ugbt to be;>nd wheiice does^ sueb |nr&<k 

T 2 • > 
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, aumption arise ? " I am àble," saîd IsTîclio- 

. las to Pahlen^ when lie appointed him to the 

post of Ambassador to Paris, ^^I am able 

to support you by 100,000, or if necessaty, 

t by 200,000 bayonets." IsTow, thèse two 

numbers axe too small to gîve so mucb title to 

arrogance. *^ Louis-Philippe,'' said Nicholas 

-one day, ^'cannot do without Guizot and 

. Thiers/' "What would you hâve. Sire?" 

' replied the Minister ; '^ one is his right hand, 

; and the other his left." " Judging by the 

way in which matters go on in France," re- 

; plied the Emperor, " it would appear that the 

, King of the French has two leffc hands." 

**We are indebted for the July revolu- 
.tion to civilization," said Count Benkendorf 
. to the Emperor, during their tour in Finn- 
;land, **I begin to perceive," replied the 
Emperor, '* that we must oppose barriers to 
;ciyilization ; a well-informed man will not 
like to obey an ignorant chief." Instead 
of civilizing the chiefs, he would brutalize 
everybody! God will not permit such.a 
crime. 



r 
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*^ Liberty is a very fine thîng/' said • 
Mcholas, one day after dinner, in the - 
Anitschkin palace, where he had withdrawn î 
into, his Cabinet with some of hîs sélect 
friends, "but I ask you what hâve thosev 
gentlemen beyond the Bhine done with 
it?" And you yourself. Sire, what hâve > 
you done for it ? 

He would hâve given anything to hâve ■* 
broken off ail connexion with France. ^ 
Twenty times he resolved to make the ^ 
Russians quît Paris. It is said that Count 
Pahlen, on receiving such an order, an- ; 
swered, " I am your ambassador, and not ■- 
your police magistrate." If thèse were not ^ 
the very words of the ambassador, they are ^ 
such as he might hâve used on that' 
occasion. t 

Admirai Tschitschagof having replied to * 
an injunction to départ, that he had re- • 
ceived permission from the Emperor Alex- 
ander to réside in France, îJicholas struck 
hia name. feom the list of the members of - 
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tbe Cotmcil of the Empire, on wfakli the 
Admirai s^it him back his diplcHiiaa, wbkk 
secared Iiiin a pension of 50,000 nib]ie& 
The fioUe Yojard preferred living in want 
ta obeying absurd ord€rs« 

! "So paasports are delrvered f<»r Paris, asid 
ail tiie Busfldans wlio aie tiiere come clan- 
destinely ; but as forbidden fruit is alwajw , 
tha Bweetest, tbej resort tbither in greater 
nionfaers tban i£ tbe prohibition did not 
exîfit. 

Persons liigli in office, ifbo yisit Parie^ 
take care not to be presented ai Courte 
and the most distinguished do not evea set 
theîr £oot in this cit j of perdition. Tiras 
Comit Woronzow^ GoTemor*€^neral rf 
Odessa^ on bis last Tisit to France, did not 
go beyond Rouen, wbitber the authoritîes 
and eminent Bu^ians repabred to pay thar 
res^cts to him. 

.The Treaty of the 15th of July wm 
made, aœording to the expression of a 
Bfl^sian diplomatist, only to annoj làm 
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FMndi Gorernment. TUs whim lias cest 
B%Mda mv^, and has availed her nottiiz^. 
IVn&ce hsA faad tke good sensé not to be 
too much hurt by tfae ill conduct of its 
ÎDimical friends^ and Bussia bas been fhis* 
tmted in ber «xpectatîons of a gênerai war 
agamst France. 

Wbenee cornes tbis anîmositj of Nicbolas 
to the djnastj now reîgning in IVance? 
The July rerolution, a necessar j conse*- 
queBce of tbe violation of fhe constitution 
wbicb tbe allies theniselves bad guaranteed, 
and wbicb bas dcme great service to tbe 
cause of monarcby by tnaintaining tbe 
tlooiïe ; and tbe blâme of tbe Polisb revo- 
lidion lies in tbe Eussian Government, and 
ceitainly not m France. 

Tke crueltîes of Ificboks towards tbe 
Pries nmke a& bearts bleed. Tbe Bussians 
caMOt désire tbis concpiest at tbe price of 
tbe di^nonr wbicb tbese persécutions cast 
upon tbera. Tbe Kussîan poet Pouscbkine 
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exclaîms, in the ardour of his patriotism^ 
^^He who falls in the struggle is sacred;. 
we never trample under foot the enemies 
whom we hâve thrown down." If Alex- - 
ander knew how to respect the rights of 
conquered nations, why cannot Mcholas . 
do so ? If he is not able to sway thé , 
sceptre of Poland with humanity, to orga- 
nize a free and enlightened govemment, . 
let him renounce it. The order which 
prevails at Warsaw is worse than the most > 
complète anarchy. We no longer live in 
the âge of barbarous invasion, and the vœ . 
mctia should be erased from the law of . 
nations. Why should brethren be made to 
tear their fellows to pièces? Why treat 
the friends of their country and of inde- . 
pendence worse than prisoners of war, — 
more harshly than criminals ? The Kremlin 
has.been avenged at Prague : to go beyond . 
îs proceeding to the auto da fé. K the . 
Gallic cock can ' do nothing for Poland but .; 
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crow, îf the Prench eagle bas only crushed 
her in its protectîng talons, why should not 
Russia raise her again, after having had the * 
glory to conquer her ? 

The récent persécutions of the Roman 
Catholics and the Jews hâve destroyed the 
only liberty which has hitherto done honour • 
to the Russian Government — ^the liberty of 
religion. The united Greeks, (Catholics - 
whose service is performed in Sclavonian), 
hâve been incorporated by force with the 
Greek Church. Mixed marriages bave been 
subject to the obligation to bring up the f 
children in the Greek religion, contrary to 
the old law, by which the sons were to be 
brought up in the religion of their father, 
and the daughters in that of their mother. ' 
Intimidation, cupidity, violence, irony, stra- : 
tagem, bave been employed to increase the 
number of prosélytes to the prevailing reli- > 
giôn in Russia. The Polish priests bave 
not had the energy of ma^yrs, and those 
aoiong them who are more attached to > 
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their faitk tiiaii tJneir GoTemment hxm 
been diatmased^ aiid tlaeir pbuse isfilled bj 
eedefflaâtîcsy who were, or {nretended to b^ 
deroted to the Emperor. Is it batred of 
tbeBoman Catholie religioi^ or batredof 
Polondy wbidi impels iNidbtolas to fbese 
atcodties ? Qe is considered^ if anjtlun^ 
to be indiffereut to religion ; in this re^ect 
be dépends wbollj on ihe Procuration of 
the Sjnody wbo places ail bis confidence in 
a JHL Skripte^m^ bead of' tbe départaient q£ 
foreign religion, and in M* Engelbait^ 
cmL goYemor of Mobilew^ wbose bitter 
anmiosity to iàe £oman Catbolic rdigion 
is carrîed even to fanatidsm^ and bas beeat 
eqnalled only bj tbe batred of Prince 
Khavonskj^ tbe former goveniior-genœal to 
tbe landowners of WMte Husaia. 

Tbe poor Jews bave been std^ect tj» 
everj Idnd of rexation. At Mstiakii 
coDtrabftad goods baving been «med in 
tbi^ bonseSy the Jews commiited some 
exeesses, r^ulsed à compony of IjiTalîdi^ 
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Tv^QWBded geyend ûl them^ and recovered 
theôr goodfiu Tbe Emperor ordered a 
teMCh-part af the inliabitants to be taken 
far aoldiers. Tfae Jews rose^ intrigued, and 
sacofioed considérable sams, wUck disposed 
the authoritîes to repfesent tlie faet as oi 
less importance, and to screeii the guilty. 
In arder to pot an end to smaggling at one 
bknr, I^icholas caosed the couniary to be 
ra&ed to the extent of sixtj wersts from 
the firontii^;, thns redudng the land to a 
désert, and the poor Jews were banished 
firom their El Dorado. 

Not content with ihis atrocions nateasure^ 
ai^d adding ridicule to cruelty, he has josi 
comauundedthe Jews to assume the nati<Hial 
costume. 

Who can retrace ail the perseca<a<M^ to 
which tbe ûmocent hare been exposed 
UBder this unhappjr reign f Who can count 
att ihe cmel acts of li^ieiiolas t 

IL H., in a prxvate letter whtdi he put 
inti» 0» post-office, rdated a faet ^rhioh 
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was current ail over Petersburg, namely, 
that a boutoscJinîk had assassinated a mér- : 
chant. He was taken at night from hîs 
. bed bj the side of bis pregnant wîfe, who . 
hâd a miscarriage^ and be bîmself passed t 
tbree years in banisbment 

^ M. Jakoolef, one of tbe ricbest men in . 
Eussia^ lost 100,000 nibles at Jdgles, in the '. 
English club in St. Petersburg. Orders 
were immediately given to transport him to . 
Viatka, and were revoked only because bis ; 
father presented 100,000 rubles to the » 
charitable institutions, the head of which : 
îs, at the same time, by a strange incon- 
sistency, also the head of the secret police ; î 
a police which is not equalled in China or 
Japan, and is the most pemicious of ail * 
institutions. 

M. Kologrirof was driven away from 
Paris by an unworthy subterfuge, and made . 
a private soldier in the Caucasus, for having > 
taken part ia the July révolution. " Tou 
hlive a^ taste for the army/' said the Em- . 
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c peror, '* go and serve me in the Caucasus.'*' 
In order to draw liîm awaj from Paris^ his 
< mother liad solicited his pardon ; the Em- 
peror replied that he should retum on the 
condition only of entering the service, and 
this service was that of a private. 

M. D. shared a similar fate, for having 
engaged in the Foreign Légion in Algeria, 
• which he was impelled to do by a want of 
. money. 

A fashionable spy denounced a noble 

Courlander who had attended political so- 

.cieties at Paris, and gave him up to the 

:Eussian authorities, who banished him to 

. Tladimir. 

Bestuchef, who had rendered the name 
' of Marlînsky famous in literature, a name 
which he assumed on his exile to Siberia, 
.was sent as a private to the Caucasus, and 
^n the day when, after having gained his 
«epaulettes at the point of his sword, he 
(tetumèdito society, on that very day he 
.was sent with some men against a corps 
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cf Oireassîflns ten tinies as nnm^ous^ yàko 
eut them ail to p^es» 

M. Madrixtof was defndved of hm ofiee 
for liAyii^ autharized the publication <^ the 
portridt of BestiK^ef ; not of Béstitchef wbo 
liad been degraded for Ms partîripation in 
the revoit of 1826, but of Marlinskj who had 
regained the rank of nobitit j b j his swarà 

M. Tsehedaeff itas dedared mad by ord^r 
of his Impérial Majestj, for having ven- 
tured to write in a Moecow Eevieir that '' it 
was not pos»^ble to pass fonr^and-twenty 
hours in a reasonable manner in Bnfisia^ 
.because the Ensi^ans are not EuropeiSDa; 
because one Czar has opened for tbem a 
frozen window towards Europe; because 
anotiber has led them about at beat of 
drum ;" and, kstlj, fœr haTÎng added that 
^^ Eussia has retarded her fidvanee in cÎTiM* 
zaticm by preferring the G-reek to Hhe Bo^ 
man Catholic religion.^ Boldaref, the 
.censor, who had 8uffa*ed this artide to 
jpass^ was banished i» ike Monasterj of 
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Tassilewsk^ and M. Tscbedaeff was sdbgeet 
id ai. âailj yisit frosn a pfaysidan^ irlM> 
panred a ghm of cold water upon his 
liead. 

Angel^ a subaltem ofBeer^ifEs eondemaied 
Bj a eonrir-martial for some aet of iiundb- 
ordtnatioii^ and the Emperor enhaneed the 
pumsbment. 

A grenadier, wha seemed di^osed to kill 
his ca^ain, wlo frequientlj stmck liim 
without reason, was condemned to nm tibe 
gaontld;. The Emperor wrote with his 
awB hand, that the first 1000 hlows shouM 
he gwen him (m f^ head. 

Prmee Sangusehko was condemned to b^ 
transported to Siberia^ for haying taken 
a part ia the Polîsh Beyolution. Th« Emr 
peror added to the sentence, ^Hkat M 
àhouM perform thejoumey ofvfoùV^ 

Madame Gracholska went wiih her wcm 
to TÎsit her husjband, who had emîgrated tp 
Switzerland, and the child begged that he 
jaEdght stay with his father. The Emperor 
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causedihe mother to be brbught to tnalon 
ter return to Bussia. The nobles of tbe 
goyeminent of Pojiolia made a subscription 
to fumish her wîth means to perform the 
joumey to Siberia, whither she was sen- 
tenced. The subscription amounted ta 
14,000 rubles. Mcholas ordered 13,000 
rubles to be kept back for the benefit of 
the invalids, saying that 1000 rubles was 
ample for the joumej in the Folish cam- 
paign! 

The dilatoriness of Diebitsch obtained 

for him, from the Prussians, the nick-name 

of " Icannot so soon/' which is a parody of 

his title Zabalkanski (the Transbalcanian}. 

It appears that the cause of his indécision 

-was his mistress, a Polish lady, who parar» 

lyzedhis movementsandpreyentedhistaking 

advantage of his victories ; unless, indeed^ 

"we regard him as the instrument of an 

intrigue in a high quarter. Mcholas hàSL 

not the courage to dismiss him, and Die~ 

bitsch died of the choiera^ or of poison. 
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taken either by choice or compulsîon^ a 
point whîcli history bas not yet been able 
to clear up. The death of Constantine 
fdOiowed soon after, at tbe very moment 
when he was about to become an object 
of constraint to bis brother. His physician 
was not présent at his death^ and his place 
was supplied by the physician of the city, 
who received an order of knighthood ; the 
gôvemor of the province was also recom- 
pensed. 

It suffices for the death of an individual 
to be advantageous to the Sovereign. He 
îs immediately accused, if circumstances 
affordthe slightest pretext for it. Princess 
Lovitz died just at the moment when some 
embarrassment arose respecting the éti- 
quette with which she was to be received 
at the court of St. Petersburg. I am aware 
that there are obsequious servants who go 
beyond the will of their masters, but in 
truth deaths frequently happen hère quite 

VOL. I. u 
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^propos, especially if we add that of Eli- 
zabeth. 

The Emperor, as we before observed, bas 
a prédilection for the military wbich ex- 
eeeds ail bounds. He imagines tbat a mili- 
tary man is fit for everytbing, and far better 
calculated than a citizen to fill a civil office. 
Most of bis ministers bave been or are still 
in the army. Count Cancrim himself bas 
not escaped the foUy of desiring military 
rank, and was made a gênerai at bis own 
request. By making bis aid-de-camp, Comit 
Strogonof, Minister of the Interior, the Em- 
peror bas rendered ill service to the comitry 
as well as to the comit biniself, wbo is an 
bonest man^ rather than a skilful minister. 
Comit Pablen was anotber gênerai wbom 
Nicholas gave a civil appointment. ^^Sire," 
said the count, ^^I bave ail my life foUowed 
ihe profession of arms, you bail me to a dif- 
ficult post." '* Look at me/' replied the Eto- 
peror ; " bad I ever anytbing to do witb polî- 
tics before I ascended tbo throne, yet I bave 
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acquitted myself pretty well, as you know," 
Ih Poland, the post of Minister of Public 
Instrnction was at first filled by Greneral 
Grolovîne, and then by General Chipof^ 
botb of whom acquitted thernselves very 
indiflTerently. The Principal of most of the 
universities are military men; and General 
Krafostrom, the Principal of Dorpat, passed 
at once from the command of a brigade to 
that of a university, thus realizing the 
«aying of Griboiédof, "I will give you a 
serjeant for Voltaire." The students relate 
anecdotes of .him, some of which are too 
singular tobe passed over in silence hère. 

In the Latin examinations, whenever he 
caught the word curator, he immediately 
rose from his seat^ thinking that he him- 
self must be the person spoken of^ and oi 
necessity in very flattering tenus, he gra- 
dously saluted the individual who had 
Tittered the word. 

^' How many years hâve you been in tljie 
service ?" said he one day to a Professer of 

u 2 



292 RUSSIA UNDËR 

Gymnastics. " Two-and-twenty years," re- 
pKed the other. ^^And hâve not yet ob- 
tained a professorship in the university!" 
exclaîmed the head of that leamed body^ 
indirectly holding out a flattering prospect 
to. the teacher of gymnastics; perfectly 
ignorant that a man does not beeome a 
priest by having spent his life in ringing 
church bells. 

"AU thèse flower-pots ought to be of 
equal size," said he to the celebrated Pro- 
fesser Ledebuhr, as they were walking toge- 
ther in the Botanic Garden. "How can 
that be," said the Professer, "without 
cutting the plants?" "Very well, then, 
hâve them eut." 

"Let that student be struck off the list," 
oied he, on seeing a young man in the 
-dress of a citizen, and wearing the univer- 
sity cap. "He has been already struck j 

off," retumed the beadle. "Let hîm be 
fitmck off a second time, then !" said the 
sage Principal. 
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'^The laws hâve no retro-actîve force," 
objected a student^ in the hope of maintam- 
îngliis right. '^Tou affirm that the laws 
of his Majesty hâve no active force ? You 
are a rebel/' cried the General, and drove 
the young man from his présence. 

The chiefs of the police are military men, 
and it is noterions how mdely thèse gentle- 
men act. 

" Great complaints are made of the 
police," said Mcholas one day to Kakosch- 
kin, the Grand Master of the Police at 
Petersburg. " They are said to be too 
uncîvil." ^^Sire," replied the Adjutant- 
General, "if they were otherwise, th^y 
would not be so vigilant." The Emperor 
said nothing in reply, nor did it occur to 
him to say that the police ought to be civfl, 
and at the same time vigilant 
• As a consummation of the ridiculous, tbe 
tiara bas been placed under the hussards 
cap. Protassof bas been created Chief 
Procurator to the Synod; albeit, there is 
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perhaps no reason to be surprised at this^ 
since the Czar himself is the Patriareh. 
He makes and umnakes saints at ^easure. 
He bas canonîzed Mitrophanes, to divert tie 
people and to enricli the province of Voro- 
nesch. He added Stanislaus to the saints of 
the Greek church; because when it was pro- 
posed to introduce the Polish order of St. 
Stanislaus, the clergy observed that there 
was no such saint in the Eussian caiendar. 
"Very well," replied the Emperor, "then 
the order need not be given to the priests;*' 
and so the affair was settled. 

While speaking of Eussian orders, we will 
say a word on that of the Buckle^ înstitnted 
by M'icholas. It îs intended as a mark of 
distinction for those who hâve served irre- 
proachably for the period of fifteen years or 
more. Are the instances of serving irre^ 
proachahly so rare in Eussia^ that it is ne- 
cessary to distinguish an individual whose 
eondnct bas merited it? 

It happened one day^ in the capital of a 



KICH0LA8 THE FIRST. 295 

small German state, thai the Chargé d'Af- 
faires of France was playing at whist with 
the Bussian Chargé d'Affaires^ who wore 
this mark of distinction. The Frenchman 
begged to be informed of the meaning of 
this badge; and when he leamt that the 
number on ,the breast of his partner indi- 
cated the number of years he had been in 
the service, replied, '^Well, then, you are 
marked like cattle*" This nearlj led to a 
duel, and the Eussian was recalled for hav- 
ing brought contempt upon the Impérial 
badge. 

A man who was waiting at table with the 
buckle attached to his button-hole, indi- 
cating twenty years' service; "This man 
will certainly not upset a dish upon us^" 
said a wit, who was immediately summoned 
^ St. Petersburg, where Count Benken- 
dorf gave him a severe reprîmand. 

One thing was wanting to complète this 
ridiculous affair — ^namely, to confer this 
distinction upon women; and accordingly 
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îN^icliolas has not faîled to do so: he has 
instituted the Mark of Mary. 

TheEmperor carefully conceals from hîs 
wife his little and great înfidelities. The 
Empress has the more merit not to observe 
that she is deceived^ or at least not to show 
that she sees it ; although the lady în waitîng, 
who for the moment is honoured with the 
good grâces of the Autocrat, îs frequently 
in attendanee upon the Empress^ and has 
not always sufficient tact to hide the pré- 
férence of which she is the object. 

We must do !N'icholas the justice to say, 
that he is nevertheless pretty constant in 
his illicit connexion^ and keeps his mistresses 
a long time, though he indulges in some 
caprices* His présent favourite charms 
Mm by her wit and amiabiUty, rather than 
by her beauty. Thèse things are natural 
enough^ and perhaps excusable^ if we con- 
sider that the Emperor is still in the prime 
of life, and that the health of the Empresd 
îs completely shattered, so that her physi- 
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clans hâve enjoined her to keep quite apaxt 
firom her husband, and this not for the pur- 
pose of pleasing the Czar*. 

K^icholas îs less indulgent to others than 
to himself ; and has often proceeded wîth 
great rigour agaînst irregularitîes of this 
kind. He compelled the General-in-Chief 
E * * * to marry his mistress, whom he had 
seen riding in a carriage bearing the Géné- 
rales arms ; and constrained Prince S. T. to 
marry a young lady in waiting, whom he 
abandoned almost immediately. 

A colonel, who was both ugly and un- 
amiable, married a beautiful and impaç* 
sioned Italian lady. The resuit of this ill- 
assorted union was such as invariably ha{h 
pens in like cases. This fascinating wife 
formed an intimacy with a young man 

* " Does he who is blameless in the sight of the 
Czar commit a sin in the sight of God T said M. ■■■■ 
to his wife, after having ascertained the fact that she 
was unfaithfîil to him, and favoured the Czar. Such 
laxity of morals in subjects accoimts for many faults in 
princes. 
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named Souch ** *jhj whom she had a son, 
for whom his légal father conceived a strong 
aflTection, from a strong resemblance to 
himself. " Heaven knows what the women 
of our days are made of !" said a ladj of 
the old school^ in référence to this sub« 
ject, "they know not only how to deceive 
theîr husbands^ but tbey know a yast deal 
more besîdes/' The charming Italian was 
soon offended at the caresses which the 
colonel bestowed upon her son^ and told 
him the plain truth. The colonel was 
beside himself, and immediately reported 
the case to the Emperor^ who in Russia 
does every thing alone* A divorce was 
ordered; the Italian expelled from the 
country with her mother, and her lover 
thrown into prison, and excluded from the 
service : for the service in Bussia, it must 
be observed, is of a mixed nature ; some- 
times it is inâicted as a punishment, and 
sometimes it is taken away from those 
whom it is intended to punish. 
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Nicholas is a good father; but is that 
a yirtne which merits to be so laudedf 
Do uot ihe most ferocious aTiimals love 
ikexr joxmgî If tbe ladies consider ihe 
Emperœ* iSTicholas a handsome man^ the 
phrenologists^ on the otber hand^ bave no 
very exalted idea of bis craniiun^ and sslj 
that ît bas little of tbe organ of causalitj; 
the pbysîcians affirm that bis skull con- 
tains water; wbile bistorians prétend that 
the members of tbe family of Holsteîn 
Gottolf lose their sensés after the âge of 
fortj. But on this points perbaps^ as on 
many others, the âdr sex alone are in tbe 
right : this much is certain, that the Em- 
peror is a tall man^ but there are bundreds 
of grenadiers, cuirassiers, and even cadet^ 
wbo bave the great honour to equal bim in 
stature. 

His eye is that of a despot, and notbing 
delights bim more than to see people stand 
in awe of bim. The man wbo looks at bim 
with a steady eye will never be one of hitf 
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£a,yourites: as a proof of this I will mention 
the followîng anecdote. A young fiancé 
was walking in the gardens of Alexan- 
drovka, the Trianon of Peterhof, which is 
the Bussian Versailles, dreaming of love 
and of his future bliss; he unconsciously 
entered into the avenues reserved to the 
Impérial family. Two grenadiers addressed 
him rudely, and desired him to retire ; but 
the young man pointed to his uniform, 
which was that of the Impérial Chancery, 
and the soldiers, whose orders, or whose 
understanding, were not up to this stra- 
tagem, suffered him to pass on. Em- 
boldened by this unexpected success, he 
ventured yet further. On a sudden the 
Emperor stood before him, and, looking at 
him with an air of dignity and menace, 
fixed his eagle eye upon him. The young 
man was confounded, tumed pale and 
speechless, and his knees gave way under 
him. His sudden and great fear calmed 
the Emperor, and prevented the explosi(Xn 
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of his wrath ; but the young man was so 
seriously affected bj tbe rencontre tbat 
he. became extremely ill. His affianced 
bride was annoyed at tbe conséquent delay 
of tbe marriage, and as sbe had no inclina- 
tion to wait for his recovery sbe actually 
espousedanotber. Her faitblessness affected 
tbe patient so deeply tbat be grew worse, 
was obliged to quit tbe service^ and to seek 
in foreign countries means for tbe restora- 
of bis bealtb^ and escape from tbe effects 
of bis despair. 

Eepnin, tbe govemor-general of Little 
Bussia^ conunitted great embezzlements 
during bis administration. Tbe remon- 
strance of Count Benkendorf produced 
sucb an effect on bim^ tbat décorum 
forbids me to speak inore plainly. Tbe 
news of it satisfied tbe Emperor^ and gra- 
tified bim so mucb, tbat be ordered ail 
proceedings against the culprit to be suSr- 
pended. 

Oi^ of tbe Emperor's aides-densax^p ipia 
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dismissed for having gesticulated when 
fipeaking to hîm. Another was transferred 
from the cavalry to the infentry, from the 
régiment of horse-guards to that of Preo- 
brajenski for a misérable pun^ as some sajr^ 
or as others bave it^ for baying àllowed bim<- 
self an air of too great famibarity. 

Two students wbo omitted to sainte tbe 
Emperor were confined in tbe guard-bonse, 
and snmmoned to appear before bis Ma- 
jesty, to wbom tbey deelared tbat tbey bad 
only just arrived from tbeir Province, and 
bad not fecognized tbe Sorereign. Tbe 
explanation appeared to bim so satisfactory, 
tbat Mcbolas made tbem dine in bis palace, 
and tbe sensation tbrougbout tbe city was 
great, tbat ail were loud in tbeir praises of 
tbe Emperor'3 conduct. 

As I am above ail tbings désirons to be 
impartial, and even lenient, I bave often 
applied to tbe best informed persons, and 
to tbe most devoted courtiers, and requested 
tbem, as a fayour, to point ont to me at 
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least one laudable action of Kîcholafi, and 
I was readj to feel for him ail ihe enthu- 
sîasm which noble actions can inspire. 
Some stammered ont a few monosjllables 
and stopped sbort ; and others directed my 
attention to tbe dignity of bis foreign 
policy, and uttered some vague expressions 
about the élévation of bis sentiments. I 
however met with some individoals who 
quoted several traits which tbey called 
chevekresqve. The following are among 
the numbers of those which I bave col- 
lected. 

A colonel boxed the ears of bis ensign, 
upon which the latter drew bis pistol and 
shot him dead on the spot. The Emperor 
asked whether the pistol was loaded at the 
moment when the insuit was oflfered, and 
being answered in the affirmative^ pardoned 
the murderer. 

An officer did the same to bis colonel^ 
who bad only insulted him b; words. I^i- 



304 RUSSIA UNDER 

cholas exclaimed^ that his death would lie 
heavy on his conscience, 

Another officer who had permîtted a 
serions offence which he had receired from 
one of his comrades to go unpunished, was 
excluded from the régiment by sujpreme 
authority. 

Thèse are trifling facts/and hâve been 
collected with much difficulty, while nu- 
merous others présent themselves to my 
mind and pen, which prove that thèse laud- 
able traits were only the offspring of caprice, 
and not founded on fixed principles. 

Captains Issakof and Likatschef, of the 
artillery of the guards^ had an altercation 
wiih a captain who had passed from the 
Polish into the Russian service^ and one of 
them told him " He was a traitor.'' They 
were brought to trial, and the tribunal de- 
cided that their previous împrisonment 
should be accounted a sufficient punish- 
ment. The Emperor caused the tribunal 
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to bè reprimanded^ appoînted a commission, 
and had the accused officers sent to distant 
fortresses as officers of the Une. 

A degraded nobleman in the Caucasus, 
while in the ranks received a blow with the 
fist from his serjeant, upon which he imme- 
diately thnist him through with his bayonet. 
He was condemned to run the gauntlet, and 
General Laventzof ordered ail the degraded 
nobles, who are very numerous in the Cau- 
casus, to be présent and take a share in in- 
flicting the punishment, thus making them 
act the part of executioners. 

^KTotwithstanding ail that I hâve said, I 
do not think that !Nicholas is a tyrant by 
nature but only from conviction. He is 
persuaded that if he acted otherwise, public 
affairs could not succeed, and he is very well 
satisfied with the manner in which they 
hâve gone on during his reign. The habit 
of goveming upon this principle has given 
him a taste for cruelty, for the habit of 

VOL. I. X 
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tjxwamsàng mabes raask « tpxnL T9be 
Tfaiiwiaïift saj tbat ii requins sn iron hsiid t» 
govem Bossia^ but thai lus hand skmld be 
glov^d. Kicholas bas tiie iron haad but he 
bas forgotten tbe ^glove. 
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Ohapter X, 

THE FAMILY AND COURT OF THE CZAR. 

The Empbebs has always exercised a 
bénéficiai influence oy^ fa^ liusband^ bj 
ten^pering bis passion and bis excesses^ and 
ayae is, consequentlj^ a great apprebension 
ef tbe results^ if sba sbonld die before bim, 
wiiicb appears but too probable. It is pre* 
sumed tbat ber deatb will produce tbe same 
effect npon !N^îcholas, as tbe loss of bis first 
id£e did npon lyan TV. Tboogb sbe does 
not poBsess anj superior qualities^ tbe at* 
Bffiospbere in wldcb sbe lives bas not be^i 
abk to dËEkoe tbe good principles wbidi i^e 
imbibed at tbe Court of IVossia. 

X 2 
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The Grand Duke, heir to the Throne, 
is not a very promîsîng character, if we may 
take the word of those who are the most 
about him; but those who promise the 
most do not always perform most ; and his 
father, by the manner in which he goyems, 
will hâve greatly facîlitated his task ; and it 
will be comparatively easy for him to con- 
tent a people who hâve been subject to so 
rigorous a reign. It is certain that he is of 
an amiable disposition, and this is much to 
go upon. While still a child, his father 
asked him how he would hâve treated 
the conspirators of the 26th of December, 
*^ I would hâve pardoned them/' he re- 
plied. The young Czarwitsch is thought to 
be a great deal like his uncle Alexander, 
and this too is in his favour, His édu- 
cation has not been so brilliant as his 
father imagines, who, in fact, has under- 
taken to finish it himself, but it is tobe 
hoped that he will not succeed in modelling 
him according to his own likeness. 
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The young Grand Duke Constantine 
^ICHOLOWITSCH îs the phœnix of the family, 
for he is said to be possessed of great intel- 
lectual powers. At the conclusion of the 
firsi lesson in the Bussian language which 
he received from M. Pletnef, the latter was 
about to withdraw, when the Grand Duke 
stopped him, sajdng, that he wished to go 
on a little longer. One day he addressed 
an officer of the Horse Guards, and said, 
.*^How is it that there is not a day but what 
I see you in a green dress, that yesterday 
evening you wore a red one, and now a 
white coat ?" The officer set about explain- 
ing this transformation ; to which Constan- 
tine replied, ^* Oh, I see! you do. exactly 
like the clown on the stage." In his 
character of Admirai, he took pleasure in 
arresting his elder brother, who was on 
board his ship, for which he was himself put 
under arrest for a considérable time by 
order of his father. 

The Grand Duke Michael, the Em- 
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peror's brother^ lias a kind disposition^ but 
a rough exterior^ and bas a propensity to 
make pans. It is affirmed tbat he bas beeA 
fleén to weep at seemg Rnssian sddiers 
slain in Poland^ wbile bis brotber Constan* 
tine rabbed bis bands^ sajing^ ** Wbafe do 
yon tbink of my Pôles V* It is not said 
wbetber Micbael sbed tears for tbe soldiers 
wbom be sacrificed at Braîlow, but it is prc- 
tended tbat be would not wear tbe order of 
St. George, conferred upon bim for tbe de- 
plorable siège of tbat place. He is^ how^ 
erer^ tbe greatest courtier in Sussia ; in 
public be is always seen bent double wbile 
gpeaking, witb manifest vénération, to bis 
brotber. He is tbe first servant of tbe 
Ozar. I once beard bim say, witb regre^ 
at a bail, ^^ AU my coUeagues bave preceded 
me in tbe service.'* At one time, bowever, 
tiiere was a coolness between tbe two bro- 
fbers, affcer wbicb, Micbael went to Moseow 
or abroad^ wbere be pretended to amuse 
•Imiiself excessîvely, and sougbt popularity. 
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sot màj amoDg^ the nobles^ but likeviae 
amcmg the d9icers. The Emperor repri- 
fiatJided liim sererely fur £nitenihniig mÛi 
Ids mferiors» to wlikh be azkswered^ thafc he 
haA not expected to be 8o ireated hy bis 
bretber and bk Sovere^iu 

Hk. wife, tiie Grahd Dochess HBuar^ is 
a woman of saperior understaztding, wbkb 
ofben exposes bei to a degree of jeaLoosy 
<ni tbe part of the Empresa, wbicb is be* 
trayed in fréquent pettj domestie qnaxrdb. 
On one occasion^ when the Grand DiM^eas 
xetumed from abroad^ h^ tninks were 
stricilj examined afc the ciffitom-lu^iise^ 
asd althongh her new dresses lost scMne- 
tbing of their freshness, tbey, neverthdess^ 
edipsed ail others at Court b j Iheir nonslty. 
Let us proceed to the MinistersL 

Seyen cities in Greece contended forike 
bmiour of baving given birth to Homer; so, 
§om European Powers might daim the gloay 
of baving Goustt I^£sselboi>£ for their suh- 
jeeL He iras boni in sight of liabœijt <m 
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board an English ship, of German parents, 
in the service of Bussîa. As there was no 
Lutheran clergyman on board the vessel, 
tbe infant diplomatist was baptized accord- 
ing^ to the rites of tbe Cburcb of England. 
He might, tberefore, be claimed by Great 
Britain^ since he was bom under her flag, 
since the vessel of a Power is always con- 
sidered as part of its territorj; England, 
however, is rich enough in statesmen to 
give up one to Bussia without much détri- 
ment. 

His family is of Westphalian origin ; the 
Nesselrodes are counts of the Empire, and 
therefore the Chancellor bas always posi- 
tively refased the title of Bussian Comit, 
which the Emperor bas repeatedly oflTered 
bim. It is not thus that Bussians acted, 
who, like him, and long before him, were 
Counts of the Holy Boman Empire ; the 
Golovines, and the Menschikofs, bave never 
besitated for an instant to accept the titles 
:of their country, but Count iN^essdrode i3 
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not enough of a courtier to be national, 
and thinks that a title of the Holy Empire 
is highly préférable to an équivalent Bussian 
title. iN^evertlieless^ be would doubtless do 
violence to bis feelings and accept tbe title 
of Prince if it were offered to bim. Mean- 
tîme be is waiting patiently, obtaining vast 
estâtes in tbe soutb and east of Bussia, 
wbere be pays a great deal of attention to 
tbe breeding of sbeep. 

Count ]^esselrode was first a seaman, and 
tben a cuirassier, and an officer in tbe 
Horse Guard, but tbe Emperor Paul tbougbt 
tbat be looked like a diplomatist, and ac- 
cordingly transferred tbe count to tbe 
department of Foreign Afiairs. It is weU 
known tbat Paul was no pbysiognomist ; be 
several times made bis subjects intercbange 
parts, transforming masters into servants, 
and servants into masters, from mère ca- 
price. Having bccome a Diplomatist by 
order of tbe Czar, N^esselrode, like so many 
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others^ made Iiis fortune throQ^ tlie 
sex, though Hhe woman ta yrh&m he polâ M& 
«adresses^ or who addressed lam, wm mot 
distingnislied bj lier beautj. For a firsrf; 
essaj^ this ira& a master-stroke ; it was 
plajing with the certainty of winning, aad 
ibe conditions of the bargain were fixed 
befcM^hand. Countess Grtirief^ dauglitep of 
the Minister of Finance^ aller having in 
Tain intrigued for gérerai good matcàes^ 
ifbere her ridies were not eonsidered a 
compensation for ber ugiiness^ tamed to 
attention^ for want of doing better, to Nés- 
selrode^ who brought, by way of portion, 
tbe power s witb wbich sbe nndertook to 
inrest hîm. Hk wife bas erer since exer- 
cised nnMniited influ^ice OTer Um; and 
no person, imless snre of ber assent^ can 
tàj npon anj ÊEiYOur from hîm. To f^baae 
the countess, ît is necessarj to flatter kor 
taste intbefine arts; i^ is a great adaibrer 
of pictnres and bi^ts^ and does noi diMi«D 
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eiiher copies or oi%mkb. The ctnmt is 
dioit and restless, satà generallj wears ^he 
etom of St. Andrew on hk coftt^ with tlie 
medal of the Tnrkish caotnpaign^ a yery 
adroit mode of pajing his eoiirt to the hero 
of Yania. He is passionately fond of caords^ 
and pécule say that be bas lost his heart to 
&em, but be bas lost notbing else^ for his 
Mérinos tbrîre admirably. 

Count l^essebode is the cbief of the €r«- 
man party; two-tbirds of the officers in the 
Foreign Departmait are Germans^ I^^PP- 
mann^ Ostensacken^ Beck, Malcke^ and Fdbtr-» 
mann; and Bussia is represented in Eng- 
hnd by Brannow, in France by Fabien^ in 
Prussia by Meyendor^ in Anstria by Medexo^ 
at Stockbohn by Kriidner^ at Berne by 
anotber Erûdner^ at Hamburgb by Strav% 
«t Copenbagen by !Nidiolaî^ at Dresden by 
Sdbrôder^ and at Teb^an by a second 
Modem. Somebody once advised Oount 
^KTessebode to endearoorto place Buâsiai^ in 
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officiai stations abroad^ to which he coolly 
replied^ " The Bussians hâve never done any 
thing but make blunders." He alluded to 
M. Kakoschkin^ who, in fact^ seems to 
hâve made some gross mîstakes at Turim; 
but what, it may be asked^ bas Count Ues- 
sebrode himself done? The treaty of tbe 
16th of July, — a bravado which bas become 
ridiculous, — ^and, the abandonment of our 
constant policy towards Turkey. " We bave 
too much to do with Poland to attend to 
Turkey," say the Eussian diplomatists. Our 
relations with France are endangered. 
.^' Such is the good pleasure of the Em- 
peror," they reply. " The Chancellor càn 
do nothing— our interests are often sacri- 
ficedto England — ^we make advances by it 
-^Eussia complains of our conduct towards 
her — the country abore ail things," say 
the créatures of the count. We shall see ! 
Count Bënkendorf was a good man in 
the full sensé of the expression, for he was 
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as good as he was incapable. In otàer to 

advance Lis own fortune, he made drawings 

of fngates in the Emperor Paul's album, 

which obtained for bina the epaulettes of 

the aid-de-camp to the Czar. He was 

General of Division at the accession of 

Mcholas, who placed him at the head of 

the Secret Police, that infernal machine, 

the oflfspring of fear and insanity. Every 

body agrées in saying, that Count Ben- 

kendorf, in this melancholy post, did as 

little evil as possible, which is a pretty con^ 

siderable négative merit. But an unskilful 

friend is worse than an intelligent enemy, 

and the incapacity of the count bas undone 

many persons, whom more clear-sightéd 

men might bave saved and even made 

usefiil. 

The officiai title of the office which Count 
Benkendorf held, is that of chief of the 
corps of gens-d'armes, which means that of 
chief of the spies. The Emperor bas placed 
a superior officer of the gens-d'armes m 
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every provincial dty; to waich over tlic 
œa^istarates and people. ^ I bave 'Ùm^ 
fouid Bome Taluable men/' said lie one day 
to Prin« Vasfidltsdiikofc *^Wliy dent 
jom make tliem govemc»»?" rq^iied tibue 
I^esident of the GoundOL He migbt as 
mell hâve said, '^ Wlij dimt you place theotn 
in tbe Ooimcil of the Empire i^ Jf yoa set 
a rogne to iratch a rogae^ iliey combino^ 
and in order to render their gains sofficieifii^ 
ihey douUe their extortk)n& Tbis is wkat 
happened on the présent oeeaaion. The 
sapeiintendents plaeed themsdlyes en a 
footing with the snperintended, and irere 
sKKKn in connivance -wiili ail thèse officers, 
who grew rich st the expense of the public 
The fbllowing is an instance which happened 
at ÎToygorod. M. Sukovkin, the Groveraw 
of ihat Fnmnce, had committed great em* 
heEzlementSy ^^ch eame to the loMywiedge 
cf the Empeior^ mthoot any notice having 
heea gir^n to the compétent aoithorities; 
ifainks to the rektiondiip of M. & with 
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Efeimnicliel^ who wag alreadj in gtetii 
fisrour wkh ifiTkholAa; Ms Majestj ia^Mmed 
M. Blttdor^ wbo ê^uBxoieà Coa&t B^^ 
knid&rf with tiie matter. The Miniater af 
Pdiœ immedialely aeiut « severe reprânand 
ta the colonel of geiiB-d'armes at liToF^ 
goiody wbo had jyai made any repcot to lûm 
<m the aiwises which w^e C(»mnitted in the 
<ârde under his inspection. Tbe colonel 
ma a Gemuui; aiid ^^a Oennan/' as the 
Busna^QS saj, ^^is nevarbuiirt nor drowned." 
He went and l^ew himself at the feet i3l 
Oenntess Orloff^ who was tiien perf onning 
her dévotions ia a convent at UoygOTod, 
ma whose pietj disposed her to demency. 
The artfol colonel vowed to her that ît was 
bis aaadable disposition which ruined hno, 
aiid that it was trcm, pure good nature that 
he had winked at ail the abuses which were 
oosmitted in the ProTÎnce. The countess 
wrate to h^ hushand, And the colonel's 
pardon was secure. 
I4itterl7, Ooimt Benkendorf lost both his 
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memory and inclination to work. He did 
not even read the letters which were ad- 
dressed to him^ and overlooked the most 
important matters. He has forgotten many 
in exile, and others in prison* Greneral 
Douvelt was his factotum, who took with 
both hands, and it was therefore more than 
once in contemplation to dismiss lûm ; but 
Count Benkendorf having declared that in 
that case he would immediatelj quit tke 
service, the Court shut tkeir eyes, waiting 
for the time when the count should do the 
same ; but after his death they forgot to 
open them. 

It is well known that Count Benkendorf 
was the director of several steam naviga- 
tion and other companies, which was a 
source of revenue to him, and a more or 
less illicit protection to the parties inte- 
rested. He did not disdain the most trifling 
présents, if they were adroitly made, and 
we know of a certain emerald necklace 
which obtained for M. L. the order of St. 
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Stanislaus. We could also name some dia- 
mends which were offered on the occasion 
of a marriage, and to which Count B, is 
indebted for retaîning his title, which was 
strongly dîsputed. "His familj being 
equallj rîch and powerful, it would not hare 
been advisable to deprire him of it," was 
tbe plea urged by Count Benkendorf to the 
Emperor, and there the matter dropped. 
But I will not dwell on thèse petty matters, 
wHch are so common in Bussia, where it is 
considered a merit to take but little and to 
receive indirectly. 

Count Benkendorf died in the bosom of 
the Catholic church, through the influence 
of Madame Krudner, to whom he latterly 
deY:oted his fortune, his time, and his 
repose. He had conceived for her that 
aflRection of an, old man, which ends only 
with life, a platonic and unhappy affection 
which hastened his end, His conversion 
was not made known tiU after his death, 
and greatly scandalized the Emperor and 

VOL I. Y 
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OoHrt; but his having become a Boman 
Oatholic îs said to hare sared a great mun-- 
ber of innocent persons^ who professed the 
same reUgion. 

Madame Erudner deâignated him tbe besfc 
msn in the world; and ber opinion bas 
becofme tbat of the wbole comntrj; and for 
my own part I take pleasure in not contra- 
dictii^ it^ especially considering tbe wrongs 
whicb the Count may hare done me. 

CouNT Orloff^ who bas jiust succeeded 
Count Benkendorf^ is one of tbe confidants 
of bis Majesty. He owes bis rise to tbe 
ev^ents of tbe 26tb of December, 1825. 
Being at tbat time colonel of the régiment 
of borse guards^ tbe barracks of wbich are 
nearest to tbe palace^ be was tbe first to 
place bimself at tbe bead of bis men^ and 
mareb to Isaac Square. He bas since be^i 
loaded with fayours and kindnesses. One 
day, bowever, tbe Emperor struck Mm on 
tbe diest^ upon whicb tbe fayourite tbougbt 
fit to^ be offended^ and to say tbat be was 
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old^ and had need of repose. '^Never 
nùnd ihat/^ answered tlie Czar^ '^ go where- 
eyet you please*" Orloff was confounded, : 
he immediatdy redoubled his assiduitj and - 
attention to tlie Autocrate who mnm forgot ; 
this incident, but said on another oecasioi!» 
^^ Kobody is so indispensable to me^ Tâcher* 
nyschef." Count Orloff, wben he was made 
Minister of Police, made a profound obser* 
ration : '^I do not comprebend tbe utUity ; 
of aU tbis institution." May tbe Count one ; 
day see its total inutility, and contribute to 
abolisb it. 

TscHERNTscHEF, Miuister of War^ owes 
bis rîse to tbe skill witb wbicb be searebed ; 
tbe archives of France, in 1811, and pro^ 
cured tbe plans and tbe projects of tbe . 
campaign of 1812. Seing raised to , the 
raak of Greneral, be entered Cassel, and 
sÎDce tbat time^ tbe expressicm, ^^ Wben I 
to<À Cassel!" is always in bis moutb. 

Ai tbe accession of tbe î^peror N^i-* 
cholas^ be manifested cruel energy in^ 

x2 
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the persécution of the conspîrators. An ' 
officer who had been unjustly accused^ 
and was bold in the consciousness of hîs 
innocence^ was provoked to an expression of 
anger towards him, and on that account « 
was worse dealt with than the guilty. He 
himself superintended the condemnation of ' 
Oount Tschemyschef, in order to get pos- 
session of his property. The Emperor went 
and presented him to the mother of the 
accused^ and endeavoured to persuade her 
to adopt him, but this worthy lady answered 
that, though she gladly received his Ma- • 
jesty's Adjutant-General, yet she could 
never look upon him as a relative, The 
afiair was then brought before the Council 
of the Empire, and when the reporting 
secretary stated that he could not find a ' 
law in support of the demand which was 
made for the transfer of the estâtes of 
Count Tschemyschef to the General, a noble - 
and clever member of the council said, 
''Search diligently, it itnust be found!'*' 
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The secretary persisting in Ws assertion, 

Count M added, "There is a law, 

which enacts that the property of the per- 
. son executed belongs to the executioner!" 

Thus alluding to an English law, which 

gives to the executioner the boots of the 

person whom he has executed. 
Being disappointed in his hopes, Tscher- 

nyschef tumed his thoughts to marriage. 

Three ladies, whom he espoused succes- 

sively contributed to make his fortune. 

Instead of the title Count he has obtained 

that of Prince. 

Count Cancrin was the only statesman 
" in Bussia who possessed considérable know- 
. ledge, though he was rather déficient in 

the very branch which was under his adnii- 
' nistration. He was a very good book- 
^ keeper; but chemistry, mechanics, and 

technology, were whoUy unknown to him. 
i The sensé of duty predominated over ail 
; his German nationality ; he really aimed at 
t. the good of Eussia; but at the same tigae 
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he did not neglect hîs ovnx affaire, idiîch 
lus post peculîarlj enaUed him to attend 
to. Colbert bas been reproacbed for bis 
fortune ; but -we may be permitted t© f e-» 
protEich Oount Cancrin wîtb bis, even tbough 
ke leaves tbe trouble of spending it to bis 
children. He bas amassed an amoimt ot 
*dO,000 rubles. « AU tbis will pass over," 
Bays he, ^mj cbildren will take care of 
it« 

He was tbe most ardent partisan of tbe 
ixtobibitive System, as weH a^ tbat of auom- 
factures ; but tbe favouring impulse wlîch 
hè gare to tbe latter does not compensate 
for tbe sufferings of agriculture, to wlncb 
lie refused to pay attention, A truly Ens- 
man beart would not bave fallen iato this 
error, and would bave known tfaitt the 
Empire is, in an espedal manner, an agri* 
^tural conntiy* 

tFbe question of tbe ^very of tiie cassais 
was above tbe spbere of tbis mkdslea*; 
«nd bis régulations ree^ecting tbe coinage 
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were a mère groping in thé dark^ where^ 
hy dint of feeling at randon^ he some- 
times Ht the right mark. He, howemer, 
apposed ihe dbsipation of ike Enxpeiror 
wHh a perBoverance wMch the Czar caUed 
obrtinacy^ withont ventnring to cross hîm 
too much. The merit of Mazarin is tkat 
of having given Oolbert to Louis XIY. 
€omit Gancrin, by leaving M* Vrontschenko 
ua his saccessor, bas rendered a very ill 
service to Bussia. 

CouNT KtfiiKiiicaEL, a count by the 
&TOur of iSricbokâ, like almost ail the 
coonts and princes wbo serve him^ is a cr^a* 
tore of Oount Arakbtscbéief^ and a most 
ungrateful man to bis former master^ for be 
iras the first to tum lus baek upou bim 
wben the Emperor abandoned bim; and 
bence it is not surprising tbat AxmMiU 
jdiéief, wben be was asked for informaiion 
xespecting bis former sid^e-^camp, sbould 
bave replied tbat ** be did not know bim.'* 
MùmeftT, wben tbe complaints wbicb bis 
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. administration excited reached his ears^ he 
' exclaimed^ ^' Do not complain too nfuèh, 
I will give you my Petrouscha ;" and in 
' fact the latter is already following him with 
' gigantic strides^ both in the favour of hîâ 
' master and in the hatred of the people. 
^ It is affirmed that the Grand Duke Michael 
' said to the chief of the department of Pub- 

• lie Works, after he had caused some cadets 
to be flogged and sent as private soldiers 
to the Caucasus^ " Tou hâve cast a stain jon 

' the reign of my brother!" The nobi- 

• lity, for the first time, murmured loudly; 

• the mothers complained, and took their 
children out of the hands of the execu- 

' tioner. 

The secret of the ties which umte this 

man to Kicholas, is not so much thB con- 
- formity of their tastes and character, as 
' reciprocal forbearance. The Sovereign nnist 

doubtless take care of him who takes care 
^'- of his mistresses. 
i ^ Count Kleinmichel is ^ the most brutal 
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^ fonctionarj in the Bussian empire; and 
this is saying a great deal, where so manj 
people gloiy in being such. 

The Winter Palace^ so tyrannicallj re- 

* built, bas raised the fortune of the count ; 
' nor bas tbe falling of St. George's Hall 

injured bis prospects. "Make yourself 
' easy," said tbe Emperor, *' tbe fault is ail 
my own, I was in too great a burry ;" and, 
as a colonel wbo was présent, and looking 
' up at tbe ill-fated ceiling, tbus suflfered tbe 
semblance of a beard to be visible above 
bis cravat, tbe Emperor vented bis spleen 
upon bim. 

Tbe predecessors of Count Kleinmicbel, 
' in bis post of bead of tbe department ot 

- Public Works, were MM. Toll and Betan*- 
f court, men of probity and talent; wbo en- 
'. joyed a bigb degree of public esteem, but 
' could not succeed in persuading tbe Oovem- 

- ment to adopt tbeir plans, — a govemment 
( wbicb is so lavisb for itself, and so nig- 

* gàrdly for objects of public utility. Seeing 
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that with eight millions ît iras not pomèle 
to gire good roads to Biœaia^ IL Betanoofoit 
tumed ail hîa soUcitude tb the oorps of 
cadets^ which was confided to bis care, and 
organized it on the model of the Folj-* 
technic Sdiool; but b«re too llie Gennan 
spîrit did notfail to attain tbe ascendant 
over tbe French, and tbe Prince of Ww- 
tembnrg^ who took tbe direction of tbat 
department after M. Betanconrt^ replaced 
tbe wbole on tbe andent footing. Count 
ToU was a distinguisbed cbief of tbe Staff 
mider Diebitscb, in tbe campaigns both 
of Turkey and Poland. 

CouNT KissELEF^ Mmistcr of tbe Do- 
mBXDB, is one of tbe leaders of tbe Bnsoiui 
opposition^ of tbe libéral partj, and a te* 
forma*; an oj^sition wbieb onnot be 
called one : a Hberalism wbieb is so only in 
name; reforms, wbieb are destitiite of 
plan. He is considered as tiie most dan-> 
gérons enemy of tbe Smperor, for tiie 
ineyitable effiects of bis measnres are to 
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nim diseonteiii, and aeem calculated ta 

Being a moderate libenl^ anduot daring 
on open opposition ; a moderate statemian^ 
and under tlie influence of such opposing 
principle, lie cannot pursne a steadj couree. 
InflÉead of seeing in his injndicious mea^ 
sures a tesdency to revolntiony it woidd be 
lidi;er to asoribe tfaem only to the bad faith 
of bis agents. Wbat does Mm most 
Iffieour is ihat of being asi adrocate for iiie 
emancipatkm of ihe seiâ; but tbe old 
Bussiasi partj stops bis mouiJi, Générer 
be xeproadies tbem witb not ba^ing a 
peasautry. Tbe considérable possessioiis of 
has adversaries filH>uld^ bowev^^ imprae on 
tbem more disiuierested language. 

M. OuwABOF^ Miuister of Public Instruc-* 
tion^ wbo is not jet a eoont, but must^ 
doubtless, ère long acquire tbat title^ is a 
WQBSk of knowledge mii uaderstanding^ but 
fleficient in the qualités of rigbt feeliag. 
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His self-love and hîs vanity are equalled 
only by the envy which he cherishes towards 
ail those who adyance more rapidly than 
himself. 

^^ I and the Emperor hâve decided," he 
repeats at the end of every sentence ; and 
then, correcting himself, begins again: 
"The Emperor and I hâve, &c., &c." 
Nationality and Autocracy are the motto 
of his administration; he is now as devoted 
to absolutism as he was formerly libéral : 
nay, he is even more so. JML Ouwarof is 
too good a philosopher to be deeply versed 
in other branches of leaming, which however 

does not restrain him from dictating hîs or- 

< 

dinances like a sovereign lord, in medicine 
as well. as in jurisprudence. 

" Tou are wrong to think of professing 
political economy," observed he to M, 
Dsch * * *; "political economy is not 
a science; you ought rather to take^p 
history." It is but justice to say, in spite 
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o£ every defect, that the administration of 
M. Ouwarof has been favourable to éduca- 
tion, especially to the higher branches. 

It îs^ besides, an easy task for one who 
succeeds to the ministry after such a man 
as Schichkof. We find the following anec- 
dote in the memoirs which he left behind 
him. He was on his way to Moscow with 
the Emperor Alexander, and his Majesty 
having gone to some distance from his 
équipage, the minister who was left alone - 
began to contemplate the heavens. He . 
there distinguished, as he says, two clouds, . 
one of which resembled in shape a dragon, 
such as it is represented on paper, and the 
other a lobster. The two images advanced 
against each other, and commenced a des- 
perate conflict, and the dragon was de- ; 
stroyed. The minister considered this as 
an emblem of the war of 1812 which had 
just broken out, but which of the two 
belligerent parties was represented by the 
lobster? "Evidently Eussia! because in^ 



334 Bussu umNBR 

tbat langaage the two words li^in with 
theletterE!*' 

Prince Yolkcnsct, AGnister él tlie 
Courte was tlie friend and the dmdge of 
the Emperor Alexander^ who often cairied 
his familiarity so far as to treat him ex« 
tremelj 31. One day^ when bad tea had 
been set before him, he compelled the prince 
toswallowtbewholepotfiill. Another time, 
when Prince Yolkonskj spoke contemptn- 
ously of the Polish ladies^ the chiralrona 
Alexander, who was jnst thea in love with 
Madame iN'aryshkin (a Princesa Czetwer- 
tinski) gave him a box on the ear ; and^ is 
1814^ when he was about ta set ont from 
PariSy a carnage with indiffèrent horses • 
was bronght him, upon which the Czar 
scolded the prince as if he had been a 
groom. 

The following anecdote will convey an 
îdea of the administration of the prince in 
particular, and of that of the Bussîan ' 
Government in gênerai. A ring had dis- . 
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appeared from a casket of jewels; the sen- 
tînel Ytaa asked if be had seen any pinson 
enter the room where the thefib had been 
CQtxunitted, and in thiâ case whetber he 
could recognize the indÎTidiiaL On hia 
answering in the affirmative he was taken 
ta the office of the ministry^ and had na 
difficulty in pointing ont the derk whom he 
had seen enten Yolskonsky struck this 
nnlucl^ man, and expelled him £rom the 
serrice^ wîth a certificate^ in thèse terms, 
^^Dismissed on suspicion of theft.'' The 
prospects of the young man wei^e ineiritably 
ruined^ and his familj and himself disho- 
nonred for even Fortunately, his fiiJier 
was a retired gênerai^ a man of honour and 
high principle. He immediately addressed 
a letter to the Emperor^ in which he said 
that; ^^having no proofs of the crime of his 
son, he knew not whether he ought to drire 
him from his jHresence^ or to press him to 
his hosom. He therefore begged the Sore- 
reign^ not as Ozar^ but as a fsither^ to cause 
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inqiiiiy to be made into the affaîr/' He : 
pot on his uniform, and went to présent his ^ 
letter to K icholas, just when the guard was • 
being mounted. It was then discovered 
that the person who had stolen the ring • 
was a porter of the hôtel. The Emperor > 
took the young man into his chancery, but 
Prince Volkonsky retained his post. 

The following fact will fumish another 
proof of how far the Bussian Ministers are - 
from being disinterested. 

A dealer in Persian shawls, at Moscow, 
was ordered to wait upon the Empress, as 
she passed through that city. She selected . 
two shawls, inquired the price, and ordered 
them to be paid for. The shawls were 
taken, but the dealer with difficulty obtained . 
a part of his money,, and was compelled to 
submit to a réduction. M. E., a jeweller, 
had to complain of a similar proceeding on 
the part of the Minister of the Court. 

M. Perovsky will be honourably distin- 
guished in the annals of the Kussian admi* . 
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nistration : he is far superior to ail his pre- 
decéssors^ bj his activity and his zeal in 
promoting what is good. Bis entrance into 
the Department of the Interior has been 
signalized by laudable régulations and mea- 
sures. He bas made a useful razzia 
against the govemors, and has been rery 
.fortunate in the appointment of successors 
to many of them. He vigorously attacked 
the unworthy police of St. Petersburg, and 
desisted only in conséquence of the Impérial 
protection, which has obtained for M. Ka- 
koschkin the nickname of " Ca^he Coquin.'^ 
The agent of the ministerial department 
had discovered at St. Petersburg the exist- 
ence of a band of robbers, amounting to 
several hundred men. M. Perovsky de- 
manded the dismissal of M. Kakoschkin, 
but his Majesty contented himself vdik re- 
primanding him, and told the minister, 
. **that it was thanks to the grand masta: of 
police that he had slept in tranquillity for 
'twenty years!'* The malefactors were pun- 
VOL. I. z 
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îshed, but some intriguers contrived to 
persuade theEmperor that he liad punished 
innocent men; and the crédit and the zeal 
of M. Perovsky hereby sustained a great 
shock. 

ISo choice which If icholàs bas made for 
the Department of the Interior appears to 
hâve been so happy as that of Perovsky. 
Lanskor was a cypher, and Zagreosky a 
narrow-minded man, who, during the choiera 
at Moscow, caused the chests of tea to be 
fumigated! and awakened his clerks in 
conséquence of important ordinances which 
prescribed a new mode oîwiping pens! His 
successor Bludof^ was an intelligent and 
upright minister, but devoid both of System 
and energy, though he is accused of craelfejr 
in drawing up the reports of the committee 
which was appointed to investigate the 
.^ffair of the conspirators of 1825; a task 
-which bas insured him a brilliant career. 
Jle bas since succeeded Count Speranski in 
the office of drawing up the laws, without 
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Kowever fillîng up the vacuum wliich has 
been left by the death of that excellent 
man, the only leamed lawyer in Eussîa. 
Count Strogonof, who was called to sueceed 
Bludof, and who was thought to be a man 
6f strong nûnd, proved to be worse than 
weak. At the time when he was Govemor- 
General of Charkof, he had already given 
many proofs of inability, but which, thanks 
tothe favour of Bludof, passed unperceived. 
One day the Emperor pointed out to hîm a 
Street in Charkof, which he wished out of 
the way. Count Strogonof immediately 
had bills posted on every house, which 
stated the time when it would be pulled 
down, and replaced by another. He lisiened 
neither to remonstrances nor entreaties, and 
caused his orders to be executed to the 
letter. 

The circumstance which led to his dis- 
missal, deserves to be related. An ex- 
officer of the guards asked the protection 
of the Grand Duke Michael to obtain the 
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<^ce of a gorodaitschL His Impeml 
Higlmess gave him a letter of rectonmieBh 
dation to Ooont Strogonof^ who bavkg coâB> 
anlted his lists^ dedared that lie had not a 
^aee jacant. But the office was noÉ dis- 
Qoaraged, and liad recourse to tiie ciiief of 
the Chancery of the Mînister, who was of 
cpinion that for 5000 rubles^ a.racaut place 
might be fbund. The offîcer went and m- 
formed tiie Grand Duke of the resuit o£ hk 
application^ upon which. his Bî^uiess. gaTO 
him the 5000 rubles from his privj pnrse» 
The same evening he met Connt Strogonaf 
ai: the palace^ and told him that he had 
become his creditor ; and thaï informed the. 
Bmperor of the whole proceeding. His 
Majesty^ exclaimed^ that he wonld rather 
*have in his service ^^able men who stole^ 
than men who suflfered others to steal witb^ 
ont perceiving ïV He immediately be- 
came cool towards his minister^ who aaked 
leave of absence for four months* ^^Foar 
years, if you pleaae/' replied the ^ËoiperDr» 
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Co9nt Strogonof then soUcited the post of 
Ambassador at Tienna ; iN^îcholaa answered 
tbaiï he alone had the appointment of per-- 
BOUB to those offices* The minister ajsked 
no explanation of tins eyasive refusai^ and 
cetired to Paris, where he is seen assidu-^ 
(màj attending public lectures ; better late 
than never; it îs true that thèse are médi- 
cal lectures. 

PsmcB Mentschikof, the Minister of 
Marine, is rather witty and rich, than pro- 
found and independent. He is seen ta 
ymt for hours together for Gount KLeiiL- 
nubchel to consnlt him reapecting the daify 
dress of the seamen. The count is cou-- 
sid^ed as an authoritj on this subject^. 
whieh is the Enqpefor's weak ^de; and the 
wii of Mentschikof makes him so manj 
ennemies, that he is obliged to aeek the sup«- 
port of the strong, Count ]Siess€^de ia 
hîa greatest enemy. 

Count Panin bas been too good a diplo 
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matist to be a good minîster of justice ; but 
as General Protassof présides in the synod, 
it is the more easy for Count Panin to take 
bis seat in the senate^ where his ability and 
assiduity are not disputed ; this was not the 
forte of his predecessar M. Daschkof, who 
considered it his duty not to importune the 
Emperor. 

Prince Vassilitschikof, who received his 
title from the Emperor, Président of the 
Council of the Empire, and General-in- 
Chief, is a well meaning man, but bas little 
influence over the Emperor, who in truth 
will not be advised by any body. ** I bave 
reigned thèse fiffceen years; it is too late 
to teach me how to govem," replied îficho- 
las, one day when the Prince requested him 
to modify a severe and unjust measure. 
His predecessor, Count Novosiltzof, for- 
merly curator of the XJniversity of Wihia, 
bas left a painful remembrance behind. He 
did not hesitate, while at Wilna, to bring 
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innocent persons into trouble, in order to 
his own aggrandizement, and to excite plots, 
for the bare honour of defeating them. 

Field-Marshal Paskewitsch, Count of 
Erivan, Prince of Warsaw, bas obtained 
European celebrity, and enjoys an indis- 
putable military réputation. Hîs campaign 
in Persia was admirable, and tbat in Asiatic 
Turkey is a severe criticism on the war 
carried on upon this side of tbe Bosphorus. 
It is true tbat in tbese two countries be 
was opposed by troops but little inured to 
war. Good fortune bas certainly bad a 
great sbare in bis exploits; but, as Suwarrow, 
wbo was also reproacbed witb being only 
f ortunate, used to say, ^' Merit ougbt surely 
to be reckoned for sometbing in a succes- 
sion of victories!" It was necessary to 
bave recourse to Paskewitcb to conclude 
tbe war in Poland; and bis arrivai alone 
raised tbe spirits of tbe army. The faults 
committed by tbe Pôles are évident ; but 
they take little from tbe merit of Paske- 
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witBch, who ^tamed them to advantage as 
^e repaired his own. Haring beën ap- 
poînted Govemor of Polaad^ he bas been 
80 bappj in this post bb to moderate the 
cruelties of bis master. 

Yebmolof bas been one of tbe best 
gen^erals of Bussia. It was be wbo drew 
up tbe plans of Borodîno and of Kulm^ iàe 
two battles wbicb bave done tbe most 
bonour to tbe arms of bis country. Yet 
tbis brave gênerai bas fallen into disgrâce ; 
wbetber it be owing to some dispute witb ISTi- 
cbolas at Paris, in 1614, wbere it is affirmed 
tbat be reproved tbe Grand Duke, wbo 
interfered in a review at wbicb be eom- 
manded in cbie^ addressed bim in tbese 
energetic words : *^ Ton are young enougfa 
, to leam, but not old enougb to teacb!** or 
wbetber be bad not sbewn mucb zeal in 
making bis corps take tbeoatb to Mchcdas; 
or, lastly, wbetber în conséquence of the 
triumpb of tbe Crerman partj, wbich^ after 
. ihe revolt of 1825, gained tbe asoeuâaiu^ 
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over the Bussian paxty, wMch reckoned 
Termolof amongst the most eminent of its 
leaders, it is difficult to divine. Paskewitsch 
was sent to watch over his conduct with 
equal rights. Termolof planned his ruin, 
and sent him with a division against the 
whole corps of Abbas Mirza, following him 
with the main body to repaîr the check 
which the others might suffer. But the result 
was far otherwise. Paskewitsch defeated 
the Persians, and Termolof was recaUed. 
He was received with enthusiasm at Mos- 
cow, but he wa^ so impolitic as to résume 
his uniform, and his popularity died away. 
Brave, skilfiil, national — as libéral from dis- 
content as he had been despotic while in 
power, he remained a living reproach to 
the Bmperor. A fit of remorse caused the 
order of St. Andrew to be sent to him on 
the érection of the monument of Kulm. 

END OF VOL. I. 
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